Week 4
The Blood Covenant
The Covenant Exchange Part 1
Ephesians 2:12-13 NKJV- that at that time you were without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers from the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
Life without the Covenant (without Christ)
· Aliens from the commonwealth of Israel.
· Strangers from the covenants of promise.
· Have no hope.
· Without God in the world. 

Life with Christ (with The Covenant)
· Brought near by the blood of Christ
Last week we talked about….
You have all the blessings of Abraham. 
Galatians 3:29 NKJV- And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
So what is included in this new covenant? 
He gives us His name, His authority, and even His mind. 
1 Corinthians 2:16 NLT- For, “Who can know the Lord’s thoughts? Who knows enough to teach him?” But we understand these things, for we have the mind of Christ. 
He also gives you His Spirit—the Holy Spirit. 
2 Corinthians 1:21-22 NLT- It is God who enables us, along with you, to stand firm for Christ. He has commissioned us, 22 and he has identified us as his own by placing the Holy Spirit in our hearts as the first installment that guarantees everything he has promised us.
He puts His law in our hearts.
Hebrews 10:16 NLT- “This is the new covenant I will make with my people on that day, says the Lord: I will put my laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds.” 
Romans 1:18-19 NKJV- 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.
Ephesians 4:30 NKJV- And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.
We are co-heirs with Christ. 
Romans 8:17 NKJV- and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.
He restores our place of sonship in the family. 
Romans 8:15 NLT- So you have not received a spirit that makes you fearful slaves. Instead, you received God’s Spirit when he adopted you as his own children.
He gives us a seat of authority in Christ in heavenly places. 
Ephesians 2:5-6 NKJV- even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
Instead of only seeing from your earthly perspective, you can begin to think from a heavenly one. 
Jesus gets full authority back for anyone who is in Christ. He sets us back to our rightful place of son or daughter in the Kingdom of God and gives us our authority back on Earth.
Luke 10:19 NKJV- Behold, I give you the authority to trample on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt you.
He has given us healing.
1 Peter 2:24 NKJV- who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed.
Isaiah 53:5- But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 

You are now joined with Christ. 
1 John 4:17 NKJV- Love has been perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness in the day of judgment; because as He is, so are we in this world. 
1 Corinthians 6:17 NKJV- But he who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. 
God cut a Covenant with us when He cut a Covenant with Jesus. 
We get in on the Covenant when we are saved and born again according to Romans 10:9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
The Elements of The Covenant Part 1
1.Select a representative for the entire tribe to cut the covenant that would automatically enter every person of that tribe into the benefits and curses of it: 
1 Timothy 2:5 NLT- For, there is one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and humanity—the man Christ Jesus. He gave his life to purchase freedom for everyone. This is the message God gave to the world at just the right time.  
The Man Christ Jesus. Man lost their authority, so a man had to earn it back.

2 Corinthians 5:18-19 NLT- And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. 19 For God was in Christ, reconciling the world to himself, no longer counting people’s sins against them. And he gave us this wonderful message of reconciliation.

Christ is the One who represents us and reconciles us back to God and reconcile humanity to God. 

Reconcile- to restore to friendship or harmony. To come to an agreement or solution.

This must be a mind renewal for us. We cannot represent ourselves before God in our own works. 

Romans 5:9 NKJV- Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

Justified means having shown to be right, aligned or made even.

Romans 5:10-11 NKJV- For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received the reconciliation.

Jesus reconciled us to God. We don’t have to do it ourselves. We can’t!
Isaiah 64:6 NLT- We are all infected and impure with sin. When we display our righteous deeds, they are nothing but filthy rags. Like autumn leaves, we wither and fall, and our sins sweep us away like the wind.

Jesus reconciled us to God not our good deeds, giving to charity, helping people, not saying curse words, or not watching naughty things. 

How did He reconcile humanity? 

1 Peter 3:18 NLT- Christ suffered for our sins once for all time. He never sinned, but he died for sinners to bring you safely home to God. He suffered physical death, but he was raised to life in the Spirit. 

He reconciled us by dying for our sins.

Romans 8:3-4 NKJV-  For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

2.  They set an appointed time and place. Usually, a large field where both nations and tribes can witness the covenant-cutting process. 
John 19:17- And He, bearing His cross, went out to a place called the Place of a Skull, which is called in Hebrew, Golgotha, 
3. The Sacrifice and the Blood Path: The next step in covenant was selecting a sacrificial animal, because covenant always involved blood. 
1 Peter 1:18-19 NLT- For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And it was not paid with mere gold or silver, which lose their value. 19 It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of God.
4. Exchange of vows, blessings and curses.
In covenant, there is always an exchange—and this is where we clearly see it.
Curse: Mark 15:15- So Pilate, wanting to gratify the crowd, released Barabbas to them; and he delivered Jesus, after he had scourged Him, to be crucified. 
But here is the blessing we receive in exchange.
Blessing:  Hebrews 9:22- In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. 
Blessing: 1 Peter 2:24 NKJV- who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. 
Hebrews 9:14- How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God!  
2 Corinthians 5:21 NLT- For God made Christ, who never sinned, to be the offering for our sin, so that we could be made right with God through Christ. 
Hebrews 10:19- Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus,
5. Exchange of robes is exchanged of identity is the change of identity. 



