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Tithing 

Starting Point 
The foundation and essence of the Christian life is to follow Jesus with all that we are 
and hold nothing back. To be a disciple means that my financial life will be 
inseparably connected to my worship. To be a lover of God is to be a giver; to be 
filled with the Spirit is to be filled with the very essence of our generous God. In other 
words, when we get saved our wallets must be converted as well! 

Matthew 22:37---38 (NLT) Jesus replied, “‘You must love the LORD your God with all 
your heart, all your soul, and all your mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment.’” 

When we give God our lives it also includes our treasure (our time, talent and 
money). According to Jesus, the places and people we give our treasure to are the 
keepers of our heart and the objects of our affection. 

Matthew 6:21 (NIV) “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 

TITHING 
Tithing is the practical and consistent way that we put God first in our lives and 
develop healthy spiritual habits. If I say, “Jesus You are my Lord and God; You are 
first in my life,” and then put Him last in my budget, that's a contradiction that cannot 
be justified in light of scripture. 
Tithing is the practical, consistent, and tangible way that we put God first in our lives, 
and clearly establish our priorities and who we are serving. 
The purpose of tithing is to teach you always to put God first in your lives” 

Tithing is the spiritual practice of giving back to God the first 10% of all that we earn. 
The word “tithe” comes from the number "ten" in Hebrew, and means a tenth. So 
simply put, for every $10 I earn or receive, the first dollar belongs to the Lord. Here is 
the most famous verse used to teach and support the principle of tithing, and can be 
heard in most churches on a regular basis. 

Malachi 3:10 (NLT) “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough 
food in my Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will open the 
windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have 
enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!” 

 

IS TITHING FOR TODAY? YES! 

1. We tithe because the first and the best belong to the Lord. 
This is a clear principle and practice throughout scripture. For those who argue 
that tithing, which is bringing the first and best tenth, only belongs within the 
Mosaic Law, let’s look at these considerations: 
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a. Abraham brought the tithe some 430 years before the law was written 
and set a precedent. So, tithing precedes the law. 
Genesis 14:19-20 (NLT) Melchizedek blessed Abram with this blessing: 
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. And 
blessed be God Most High, who has defeated your enemies for you.” 
Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything. 

b. Jacob made a covenant to tithe hundreds of years before the law was 
given to Moses, with no mandate from God. His act of worship was simply 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, and continued to establish a pattern and 
precedent of tithing. 
Genesis 28:22 (NLT) “And this memorial pillar I have set up will become a 
place for worshiping God, and I will present to God a tenth of everything he 
gives me.” 
 

2. We tithe because wisdom cries out that we should. 
The book of Proverbs is the book of wisdom. It is not law and it clearly applies to 
every believer for all generations. The clearest verse in the Bible regarding this 
practice of bringing the first and best can be found in this book of timeless 
wisdom. 
Proverbs 3:9-10 (NLT) Honor the LORD with your wealth and with the best part 
of everything you produce. Then he will fill your barns with grain, and your vats will 
overflow with good wine. 
 

3. We tithe because New Testament believers gave a percentage of their 
income consistently and generously. 
1 Corinthians is a letter that was circulated to the churches that Paul had 
planted. Paul used the giving of the Macedonian churches as a model of giving 
that would become a template for all the others. The early church was 
encouraged to practice this pattern of bringing a percentage of their income on 
the first day of the week. This practice has been followed for thousands of years 
now. 
1 Corinthians 16:2 (TLB) On the first day of every week each of you should put 
aside something from what you have earned during the week, and use it for this 
offering. The amount depends on how much the Lord has helped you earn. 
This verse is not requiring a tithe but confirming the principles we're 
discussing: first and best, consistent practice, and “in keeping or proportional to 
your income”. Remember that tithing is a Biblical principle and pattern for giving. 
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4. We tithe because Jesus never negated or abolished the practice of tithing. 
Scholars present a very strong argument that Jesus grew up in a tithing home, 
and that the New Testament church was launched with Jewish people, who so 
had the practice of tithing down that there was no real need to present it as 
some new expectation or requirement. Thus, when Jesus confronted the 
Pharisees about the issue of tithing, He basically said, “Yes, you should tithe, 
now get busy loving people!” 
Matthew 23:23 (NLT) “What sorrow awaits you teachers of religious law and you 
Pharisees. Hypocrites! For you are careful to tithe even the tiniest income from 
your herb gardens, but you ignore the more important aspects of the law—justice, 
mercy, and faith. You should tithe, yes, but do not neglect the more important 
things.” 
 

5. We tithe because Tithes and Offerings are a biblical principle and pattern of 
Godly generosity 
God gave His Son, Jesus gave His life; when Jesus returned to heaven, he 
gave the Holy Spirit who gives gifts to the church. 
John 3:16-17 (NIV) “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God 
did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world 
through him.” 
 

6. We tithe because it is a starting point for New Testament giving. 
The tithe is not a law to be bound by, but a standard to use as a starting point for 
those who have been saved by grace! 
Tithing as a starting point, not a goal to achieve 
2 Corinthians 8:7 (NIV) But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in 
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see 
that you also excel in this grace of giving.  
If we understand that grace always exceeds the law, and that the New Testament 
believers gave far above 10% of their own volition, we can begin to get an 
accurate perspective of New Testament tithing. Tithing is intended to train 
people to trust God, to break greed and selfishness off our lives, and build 
healthy spiritual habits that will release God’s blessing over our lives. 
Some would argue that, “Well since we are under grace, why are you trying to 
impose an Old Testament standard of 10%?” This is a valid question, as long as 
the person asking it is planning on giving above 10%, but that has not been my 
experience. Almost always, in my personal experience, people who hold a 
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position that “we should just give what we feel led to give” never get close to the 
biblical standard of the tithe, much less the New Testament standards of 
sacrifice and radical generosity. Now I’m not here to judge your heart or check 
your giving record, but I think we need to come clean on this and just be honest 
with God and ourselves in this reality: If we do not hold to biblical standards 
and expectations, we will always shoot low!  
 

7. We tithe because it releases the blessings of God. 
Malachi 3:10-11 (NLT) “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be 
enough food in my Temple. If you do,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies, “I will 
open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t 
have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! Your crops will be 
abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will not fall 
from the vine before they are ripe,” says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 
2 Corinthians 9:8 (NLT) And God will generously provide all you need. Then you 
will always have everything you need and plenty left over to share with others. 
Philippians 4:19 (NLT) And this same God who takes care of me will supply all 
your needs from his glorious riches, which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. 
2 Corinthians 9:6 (NIV) Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 
Proverbs 11:24-25 (NLT) Give freely and become more wealthy; be stingy and 
lose everything. The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will 
themselves be refreshed. 
So, giving and being blessed, tithing and living under an open heaven of blessing, 
and sowing generously in order to live the blessed life are themes that run 
throughout scripture. 
 

8. We tithe because it all belongs to God in the first place.  
Deuteronomy 10:14 (NLT) Look, the highest heavens and the earth and 
everything in it all belong to the LORD your God. 
Deuteronomy 8:17-18 (NIV) You may say to yourself, “My power and the 
strength of my hands have produced this wealth for me.” But remember the Lord 
your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms 
his covenant, which he swore to your ancestors, as it is today.  

1 Chronicles 29:11-12 (NLT) Yours, O LORD, is the greatness, the power, the 
glory, the victory, and the majesty. Everything in the heavens and on earth is yours! 
Wealth and honor come from you alone, for you rule over everything. 

Psalm 24:1-2 (TLB) The earth belongs to God. Everything in all the world is His. He 
is the one who pushed the oceans back to let dry land appear. 
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9. We tithe because one day we will give an account! 

Romans 14:12 (NLT) Yes, each of us will give a personal account to God. 

Yeah, I know this one is kind of heavy, but stay with me. One day I will stand 
before the Lord and give an account for the way I lead His church. 
Hebrews 13:17a (NIV) Have confidence in your leaders and submit to their 
authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. 
On that day you will also give an account of everything that was entrusted to you 
during your short stay on the planet. I do not believe that you, or anyone else, 
will regret tithing and giving beyond the tithe in order to see people know Christ! 
In other words, we are teaching, modeling, and promoting a lifestyle of giving that 
you will never regret! Not now, and definitely not on the day of judgment. 
 

A few common questions: 
Q:  Where do I send my tithe? Does it all go to my local church or can I divide it up 
as I please (i.e., charitable organizations, my son’s Christian school tuition, my 
brother-in-law’s missions trip)?  
 
A: The Bible tells us to “bring all the tithe into the storehouse”. This means the local 
church or place where you are being spiritually fed. If you do not have a local church, 
then I guess you could give to the various ministries you're receiving teaching and 
encouragement from, but I would strongly recommend everyone get planted in a 
healthy local church, bring the tithe to that storehouse, and give beyond that amount 
in offerings as the Lord leads you. 
 
Q: Is it wrong for preachers to tell people to tithe? 

A: Of course not! God wants to bless the poor under the same promises that He 
wants to bless the middle class and the rich. While it is wrong to put pressure on 
people to give, it would be cruel to not challenge people to trust God with their giving 
so they can see things turn around in their life. In other words, if these promises and 
principles don't work for the poor, they don’t work for anyone! God said to “test me in 
this”, and He always passes the test. 
 
Q: What if I tithe 3% or 5%? Is that okay with the Lord? 
A: Well, technically, giving 5% would not be a tithe, as tithe literally means 10%. I 
don’t think believers who are living under the blessing of God should stop at 10%. 
The challenge is to step out in faith in generosity and be consistent in your giving as 
an act of worship 
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Q: I know plenty of “Christians” who do not tithe, yet their financial life seems to be 
going well and their life does not line up with the principles that you're trying to 
convince people of. How do you justify this? 
 
A: That’s a great question and my answer is that we won't really be able to say 
who lived a blessed life until it’s all over. Just because a non-tithing Christian has a 
great income and plenty of stuff, does not necessarily mean they're under the 
blessing of God; it just means they have stuff. The real blessing in the life of a giver is 
often seen in the intangibles and not-so-obvious categories, like peace of mind, health, 
marital relations, relationships with friends and family, living with a sense of purpose 
and fulfillment, knowing your life is pleasing to the Lord, influence, and leaving a 
legacy. Thus, this journey of stewardship is really about faith, and trusting God that 
the best version of our life is realized as we trust Him through giving tithes and 
offerings. But only heaven will reveal the final results. 
 
Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV) Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where 
thieves do not break in and steal.  For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 
 

Conclusion: 
We will continue to encourage people to live life with an open hand, be consistent 
givers, bring the tithe to their local church, and watch what God does over the long 
haul. On a personal level, I love giving and tithing, I have been tithing, and giving 
offerings above the tithe, for over 40 years, and I must say that I wouldn’t for a 
moment want any of that money back. God has so blessed our lives and our family 
that I can’t imagine living any other way! 


