BTD 1 John 1-2a.doc

Page 1

Theme: Fellowship conditional
1 John 1:1 through 2:2
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


 The readers of John’s epistle were followers of Jesus Christ who were serving God in established congregations. However, false teachers were a continual threat in the Early Church. Some were saying that Jesus was not fully human or the actual Son of God. Others denied the reality of sin. John wrote this letter to confront these heresies and several other important issues. In today’s text, he established his authority as a witness, confirmed that Jesus Christ was truly God’s Son made manifest in the flesh, and confronted the claim of the false teachers that a person could have fellowship with God and still walk in darkness. 

In verses 1-4, John stated that “the life was manifested,” meaning that God’s Son was incarnated—He came to earth in human form. As one of Christ’s original disciples, John had heard, seen, studied (“looked upon”), and touched (“hands have handled”) the Son of God while He lived on this earth. This eyewitness knowledge was the reason John could authoritatively attest that Jesus Christ was God’s Son in the flesh and that He was both fully man and fully God. Two reasons are given for John’s declaration: that his readers “may have fellowship with us” and that their “joy may be full.”
In verses 5-7, John pointed out that because God is light, His followers were to walk in the light (representing what is good, holy, and pure) and turn away from darkness (representing sin and evil). He refuted the claims of those who taught it was possible to have fellowship with God and still walk in darkness, saying that they lie and “do not the truth.” Fellowship is one of the most important concepts in this letter. In the original Greek, the word is koinonia, which refers to sharing, communion, and a common bond between believers. John assured believers that if they would “walk in the light” they would have fellowship one with another (verse 7). Even more importantly, he stated that they would experience the Blood of Jesus Christ cleansing them “from all sin.”

Verses 8-10 and the first two verses of chapter 2 continue the topic of sin. In Scripture, the word sin refers to both willful, defiant acts that transgress the divine law, and the underlying condition of opposition to divine law from which those sinful acts originate, often referred to as the sin nature. In verse 8, the word sin refers to that underlying condition, so by stating “If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves” John was saying “If we say that we have never sinned, we deceive ourselves.” Verse 9 indicates that confession is the divinely ordained answer to the dual problem of committed sins and the sin nature. Verse 10 correlates to verse 8 and supports the Biblical teaching that all have sinned (see also Romans 3:23-24).

In verses 1-2 of chapter 2, John spoke affectionately to “my little children,” revealing his pastoral concern for these believers. He stated that his reason for exhorting them was “that ye sin not,” expressly refuting the false teaching that freedom from sin is impossible. John was not inferring that believers cannot commit acts of sin but that they have no desire or intention to do so. However, one who does fall into sin has an “advocate” (in Greek, paracleton, meaning “one called alongside”) who can plead the individual’s cause before God.

In verse 2, the word propitiation references Christ’s atonement for our sins. It means that Christ appeased God’s righteous judgment of sin, and through His sacrificial death, opened the way for reconciliation between man and God. 
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I. The introduction (1:1-4)

A. The testimony of God’s revelation to man (1:1-2)

B. The purpose of God’s revelation to man (1:3)

C. The motive of John (1:4)

II. The reality of fellowship: stated (1:5—2:2)

A. The basis of fellowship: absolute holiness (1:5)

B. The facts of fellowship: three correctives (1:6—2:2)

1. Fellowship and the practice of evil (1:6-7)

a. The deception (“darkness”, cf. 2:11) and the condemnation (“we lie”) (1:6)

b. The corrective (“He himself” cf. 2:2,25) (1:7)

2. Fellowship and perfection (1:8-9)

a. The deception and the condemnation (“we deceive ourselves”) (1:8)

b. The corrective (1:9)

3. Fellowship and sinlessness (1:10—2:2)

a. The deception and the condemnation (“we make Him a liar”) (1:10)

b. The corrective (2:1-2)

(1) The facts of an advocate (2:1)

(2) The sufficiency of the advocate (2:2)

A Closer Look

1. Question 1 text…

2. Question 2 text…

3. Question 3 text…

Conclusion

Conclusion text…

