BTD 1 John 2b.doc

Page 1

Theme: Fellowship tested by obedience
1 John 2:3-17
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


John’s letter contains various tests of true conversion and fellowship with God. In this portion of chapter 2, the Apostle pointed out that knowing God (rather than just knowing about God) is proved by obedience to Him. He explained that the person who walks in the light will have love for and fellowship with other believers and warned against having a love for the world. 

In verses 3-6, John refuted the false teaching that sin in a believer’s life did not matter. He emphatically stated that if an individual does not live a life of obedience, that person’s verbal claim to fellowship with God is false—“the truth is not in him.” The word walk in verse 6 implies following Christ’s example of complete obedience to God.

In verses 7-11, the Apostle focused on love as the absolute imperative for those who walk in the light. He explained that his commandment to them was not new; it was the same preaching they had heard “from the beginning” from Christ and the Apostles—teaching that was based in Old Testament instruction (see Matthew 22:36-40). In verse 8, he acknowledged that in another sense, his commandments were new because Jesus, the “true light,” had explained and applied the commands of the Law in a new way (see John 13:34-35). He went on to explain that just as obedience was a measure of truly knowing God, a love for other believers was a measure of an individual’s walk with God. John asserted that one who claimed to be walking in the light but had hate for his brother was spiritually blind and still in sin.

In addressing “little children,” “fathers,” and “young men,” in verses 12-14, John was not alluding to specific age groups, but to stages of Christian development. “Little children” referred to those who were new in their faith in Christ, “fathers” to some of the early converts, and “young men” to those who were established in the faith and overcomers. It is clear that John’s letter was written to all believers.

Verses 15-17 record John’s warning about worldliness. The “world” in the sense John used here refers to all that opposes the self-sacrificing and righteous nature of God. One commentary defines the world as “the system of life which has been established by unregenerate man under the influence of evil.”1 John’s usage of “world” in these verses parallels the word “darkness” in verse 8. John made it clear that love or desire for the world is incompatible with love for God.

In verse 16, the word lust means “an inordinate, strong desire” and in this context, it refers to any strong desire that is contrary to the will of God. John listed three aspects of worldliness: the “lust of the flesh” (excessive or inappropriate cravings having to do with the senses), the “lust of the eyes” (being captivated and motivated by things that are seen, such as money or material possessions), and the “pride of life” (the arrogant spirit of self-sufficiency that desires recognition, applause, status, and advantage in life). Verse 17 summarizes the Apostle’s warning about worldliness with the encouragement that while the material things of the world will pass away, “he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.”

1 Beacon Bible Commentary, Volume 10, pg. 369
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III. The reality of fellowship: tested

A. The test of obedience (2:3-17)

1. The standard – the commandments (2:3-6)

a. Stated (2:3)

b. Contrasted – a negative example (2:4)

c. Compared (2:5-6)

2. The explanation – the commandment (2:7-17)

a. Positively – love the brother (2:7-11)

b. Negatively – separate from the world (2:12-17)

(1) The address of the commandment: children, fathers, young men (2:12-14)

(2) The appeal of the command (2:15-17)

(a) The nature of the appeal [15a] (2:15)

(b) The reasons for the appeal [15b-17] (2:16-17)

A Closer Look

1. What is one of the evidences of being right with God? (verses 3, 5)
2. How is love for a Christian brother or sister demonstrated? 
3. What might be indicators in a person’s life of loving “the world”?
Conclusion

Each of us can inventory our lives today and consider our focus. We want to love God more than the things of the world. Our goal should be to please Him each day. 
