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Theme: Exhortation to continue
1 John 2:18-29
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


The Apostle John continued his epistle in these concluding verses of chapter 2 with another warning about false teachers, this time referring to them as “antichrists.” He described how and why true believers should recognize these pretenders and exhorted his readers to continue to abide in Christ, that they might be able to look forward to the coming of Christ with joyful confidence.

In verse 18, John stated that the appearance of many antichrists was because they were living in “the last time”—a reference to the era after Christ came to earth. The Apostle’s assertion that “even now are there many antichrists” indicated a distinction between false teachers who had a spirit that was “anti” or “against” Christ, and the end-time Antichrist who will lead humanity in a rebellion against God.
John went on in verses 19-23 to give two identifying marks of the antichrists of that day. First, “they went out from us” (verse 19) by teaching a different Christ from the One the Apostles taught. Secondly, they denied the Father and the Son (verse 22). Apparently, the false teachers were claiming loyalty to God, while at the same time denying the divine nature of Jesus Christ. John asserted that in so doing, they were denying both the Father and the Son, because in rejecting Jesus as God’s Son, they were rejecting how God had revealed Himself to man. John went on to state that people who deny that Jesus is the Son of God show that they do not truly know the Father.

In verses 20-21, John stated that true believers would know the truth because they possess “an unction from the Holy One.” The word unction (in Greek, chrisma) refers to the anointing of the Holy Spirit, who gives knowledge of Christ. Under the Mosaic Law, only priests, kings, and prophets were anointed when they were consecrated for service. However, in the Christian dispensation, all believers are blessed and guided by the Holy Spirit and thus can understand the truth that unbelievers (or false teachers) cannot (see John 16:13).
Verses 24-29 were an exhortation to believers, urging them to abide in the truths they had been taught from the beginning. The word abide (in Greek, meno) means “to stay in a given place or state; continue; dwell” and is used six times in these verses, being translated as remain and continue in verse 24. John assured his readers that if they did this, they would continue in fellowship with both the Son and the Father, and would have eternal life. He went on to explain that the anointing of the Holy Spirit was their protection against deception, as He would help them discern truth from false teachings.
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III. The reality of fellowship: tested

B. The test of perseverance (2:18-29)

1. The failure of apostates (2:18-23)

a. The presence of unbelievers – stated (2:18)

b. The presence of unbelievers – sustained (2:19-23)

(1) Their departure (2:19-20)

(2) Their unbelief (2:21-23)

2. The exhortation to believers (2:24-29)

a. To continue in sound doctrine (2:24-26)

b. To continue submitting to the Spirit (2:27)

c. To continue practicing righteousness (2:28-29)

A Closer Look

1. Question 1 text…

2. Question 2 text…

3. Question 3 text…

Conclusion

Conclusion text…

