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Theme: God's children; definition of sin
1 John 3:1-12
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


In the first twelve verses of 1 John 3, the Apostle John described God’s love toward His children and what it means to be a son of God, gave a definition of sin, and reiterated that the children of God live without sinning. Having previously declared God to be Light (1 John 1:5-7), in this portion of his epistle, the Apostle told how God has revealed Himself as Love, and this theme continues into chapter 5.

The Apostle began his observations about God’s children (verses 1-3) with an exclamation of amazement and gratitude for the love of the Father. Continuing his explanation from the end of chapter 2 regarding being “born of him [Christ],” John pointed out that believers had become members of God’s family through the love the Father bestowed upon them in the new birth. The use of the word “sons” indicates a relationship between God and the children of God that parallels the relationship between God the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. As Jesus was begotten of God, so are those who abide in Him. As the world could not understand Jesus, the world will not understand the children of God. And one day the children of God will go where Jesus went and will be “like him”—a reference to a glorified state. John declared in verse 3 that those who possess the hope of this outcome would stay morally pure and free from the corruption of sin. 

In verses 4-6, the Apostle defined sin as “the transgression of the law.” John had already established in 1 John 1:7 that both sinful acts (transgressions) and the sin nature are remedied through the Blood of Jesus. In verse 5, he stated definitively that because Christ was sent to earth to take away sins, “whosoever abideth in him sinneth not.”  God never makes requirements of His followers that cannot be fulfilled, so while believers can willfully turn away from their position of abiding and make the choice to sin, it is possible through abiding in Christ to live without sinning.

In verses 7-8, John again warned his readers not to be deceived by false teachers, giving another test of true righteousness. He stated that righteous character will be revealed by righteous conduct, asserting that “he that committeth sin is of the devil.” (A parallel pronouncement is found in John 8:44.) Verse 8 repeats the point of verse 5: that the purpose of Christ’s coming to earth was to “destroy the works of the devil” by providing forgiveness, cleansing, and fellowship with God through His substitutionary death on the Cross.

After stating once more that “Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin,” the Apostle explained in verse 9 that “his seed remaineth in him: and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.” The word “cannot” refers to a moral and ethical impossibility rather than a literal one. God’s nature exists in the born-again individual who is abiding in Him, so that individual will abhor any thought of willfully choosing to sin because he is motivated by love for God. 

Verses 10-12 again establish that one who “doeth not righteousness” is not a child of God. Then the Apostle described another test: the evidence or absence of love for one’s brother (fellow believers). He explained that mutual love was part of the teaching his readers had heard from the beginning, and used the account of Cain, who slew his brother, as an example of one whose deeds were evil.
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III. The reality of fellowship: tested

C. The test of purity

1. The basis of a life of purity: the blessed hope (3:1-3)

a. The cause (3:1)

b. The realization (3:2)

c. The result (3:3)

2. The characteristics of a life of purity: righteousness and love

a. The practice of righteousness (3:4-12)

(1) The nature of sin (3:4-7)

(a) A universal truth (3:4)

(b) An appeal (3:5)

(c) A logical deduction (3:6)

(d) A clarification (3:7)

(2) The origin of sin (3:8-12)

(a) The one who sins (3:8)

(b) “The one born of God” (3:9)

(c) A summary (3:10)

(d) An illustration (3:11-12)

A Closer Look

1. Question 1 text…

2. Question 2 text…

3. Question 3 text…

Conclusion

Conclusion text…

