BTD 1 John 3b.doc

Page 1

Theme: Love in action
1 John 3:13-24
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


In these concluding verses of chapter three, the Apostle again highlighted the importance of mutual love between Christians and established that an assurance of salvation and obedience to God are also distinguishing marks of spiritual life.

In verses 13-15, the Apostle reiterated that love is evidence of the new birth. He told his readers that they should not be surprised when the world hated them; it is natural for the people of the world to hate the followers of Christ. However, believers are characterized by love for one another; this is a basic indicator of spiritual life, so the one who does not love his brother “abideth in [spiritual] death.” In verse 15, John’s emphatic statement that “whosoever hateth his brother is a murderer” reflects the words of Jesus in Matthew 5:21-22, which indicated that having a seething, brooding bitterness in the heart toward someone is the same as committing murder. 
Verses 16-18 emphasize that real love is more than just an inward feeling; it is revealed by action. The Apostle stated that believers “perceive” or are assured of the love of God through the supreme demonstration of love: Jesus Christ laying down his life for sinful man. In like manner, Christ’s followers were to demonstrate love for their fellow believers. John went on to give an example of how love can be shown in action—by sharing “this world’s good” (money or material possessions) with brethren who are in need—and warned against loving in words only.

In verses 19-24, the Apostle wrote about assurance. He explained that when believers became aware of this love at work in their lives, it would bring assurance that they were “of the truth.” John understood that condemnation can occur in the heart of one who has been abiding in God. (It may be the work of the enemy who according to Revelation 12:10 is the accuser of the brethren; it may be the result of stress, illness, or fatigue; or it may be the work of an over-scrupulous conscience.) However, in verse 20 the Apostle assured his readers that God “knoweth all things” and, since He knows the deepest intent of the heart, is well able to separate the real from imaginary or undeserved feelings of condemnation. 

When the conscience is genuinely clear, there is a resulting confidence that God will answer prayer because that person is proving their commitment by obedience and doing “those things that are pleasing in his sight.” In the final verse of this chapter, the Apostle once again affirmed that the one who keeps God’s commandments is abiding in Him, and this abiding is accomplished through the empowering of the Spirit “which he hath given us.”
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III. The reality of fellowship: tested

C. The test of purity

2. The characteristics of a life of purity: righteousness and love

b. The manifestation of love (3:13-24)

(1) Love stated (3:13-16)

(2) Love explained (3:17-24)

(a) Stated (3:17-18)

(b) Supplications (3:19-24)

A Closer Look

1. Question 1 text…

2. Question 2 text…

3. Question 3 text…

Conclusion

Conclusion text…

