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Theme: Love is from God and bears fruit
1 John 4:1-21
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


In the first part of chapter 4, the Apostle focused once more on how believers were to distinguish the true Gospel from false teachings. He emphasized again the importance of love as the main characteristic of believers, bringing out that God is the source of love and that He expects His followers to be channels of love to others.

In verses 1-6, John warned that believers should not assume every teacher was truly of God since many false prophets were in the world. Some of the false prophets of that day denied that Jesus was fully God and fully man. However, this is a key doctrine of Christianity, so the Apostle taught that one crucial test was the teacher’s attitude toward the incarnation of Christ (verses 2-3). Those who denied this truth were manifesting the “spirit of antichrist”—of opposition to the truth. 

John went on to assure his readers that, in contrast to the false prophets, they belonged to God. They did not need to fear the spirit of antichrist because they had the indwelling Spirit of God who was “greater…than he that is in the world.” The influence of the world was evident in the words of false teachers, and the people of the world were receptive to their words. However, believers would hear and understand the message of true teachers of God because they spoke the common language of fellowship with Him. This would help them to identify the spirit of truth as opposed to the spirit of error.
In verses 7-12, the Apostle turned again to the subject of the love that comes from God. He noted that God’s love was manifested toward man in His sending of His Son to be “the propitiation for our sins.” The word propitiation conveys the idea of placating one who has been wronged. In this verse, it means that Christ satisfied God’s just and righteous judgment of sin by His sacrificial death, which atoned for sin and opened the way for reconciliation between man and God. In verse 12, John stated that though God the Father is invisible to human eyes, His love is “perfected” [completed or fulfilled] in believers.

Verses 13-16 refer to the work of the Triune God in believers. The Apostle pointed out that possession of the Spirit of God was proof that his readers were dwelling in God and had power to tell others the core message of the Gospel: that “the Father sent the Son to be the Saviour of the world.” In verse 15-16, John reiterated that God dwells in those who acknowledge Jesus as the Son of God, and they dwell in Him and believe in His love.

In verses 17-21, the Apostle wrote about perfected or mature love, explaining that because believers are in God, they have no reason to fear the day of judgment but can anticipate that event with “boldness” (confidence and assurance). “Fear” in verse 18 refers to a feeling of fright; while believers regard God with awe and reverence, they are not terrified by Him. Rather, they love Him “because he first loved us.” In the final verses of this chapter, the Apostle noted that one who claims to love God but does not love his fellow believers is a liar, because love is a commandment of God.
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III. The reality of fellowship: tested

D. The discernment of truth from error (4:1-6)

1. The existence of lying spirits (4:1)

2. The discernment of truth and error (4:2-6)

a. Their teachings (4:2-3)

(1) Positively (4:2)

(2) Negatively (4:3)

b. Their audience (4:4-6)

E. The test of love (4:7-21)

1. The basis of love (4:7-21)

a. The origin of love (4:7-8)

(1) Positively (4:7)

(2) Negatively (4:8)

b. The manifestation of love (4:9-10)

c. The fruit of love (4:11-21)

(1) Love and others (4:11)

(2) Love and assurance (4:12-13)

(3) Love and confidence (4:14-19)

(4) Love and true profession (4:20-21)

A Closer Look

1. Question 1 text…

2. Question 2 text…

3. Question 3 text…

Conclusion

Conclusion text…

