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Theme: Faith overcomes
1 John 5:1-21
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background


In chapter 5, the Apostle John focused on faith that brings the assurance of eternal life in Christ and emphasized the believers’ ability to overcome the ungodly influences of the world through the power of God. He began by restating several evidences of an overcoming faith. After describing proofs that attest to the divinity of Christ, he concluded his epistle by reiterating the results of faith in the life of believers. 

In verses 1-5, the Apostle declared again that belief in the divinity of Jesus was a proof of the new birth and life in Christ. The word “believeth” in verse 1 does not refer to mere intellectual assent, but to an unshakeable conviction that Christ was the Son of God manifested in the flesh. The Apostle explained that evidence of being “born” and “begotten” of Him is love for fellow believers and a desire to obey God (verse 2). He asserted that God’s commandments are not “grievous”—they are not burdensome or difficult to fulfill. Those who have experienced the new birth have spiritual victory that “overcometh [subdues and prevails over] the world” through faith.

In verses 6-12, John described the divine witnesses to the truth that Christ truly was the Son of God. While the Apostle’s statement that Christ “came by water and blood” in verse 6 has been interpreted in several ways, it seemingly was a reference to Christ’s water baptism and His death by crucifixion; at both events, there was a divine witness to Jesus’ Sonship—the topic John was focused on in this passage. These divine witnesses refuted a false teaching that was prevalent at the time that questioned the deity of Christ. John had previously given his personal witness to Christ’s divinity (see 1 John 1:3) but at this point, he gave the attestation of the “Spirit that beareth witness” to the truth that Jesus was the Christ, the Son of God. Verse 7 refers to the Trinity—the “three that bear record in heaven.” Verses 11-12 are God’s essential message to man; that eternal life is a gift from God, received through His Son, Jesus Christ. 
The Apostle stated in verses 13-15 that his purpose in writing this epistle to the believers was that they would know they had eternal life. He explained that having this assurance would help them pray boldly and with confidence, believing that their prayers would be answered. 

In verses 16-27, John went on to apply that to praying for a “brother” who is discovered to have sinned. The distinction between “sins not unto death” and “unto death” has challenged many scholars through the years. One commentator explained it this way. “The difference lies in the set of the soul. It may be illustrated by a man on a ladder. One cannot determine his true condition until he learns if he is moving up or down. Some men in sin are struggling to get out while others allow themselves to sink deeper. God knows the difference and we are assured that ‘he shall give him life for them that sin not unto death.’”1 A person who has sinned “unto death” will have hardened his heart and will continue to do so. There will be no inclination to repent or seek forgiveness because he has turned away from God’s Spirit that calls him to repentance. So anyone who desires mercy has not sinned “unto death.”
Verses 18-21 are the conclusion to John’s epistle. In them the Apostle used the word “know” several times to re-emphasize fundamental principles that believers are assured of: that those who are born of God do not sin (verse 18); that those born of God have protection from the “wicked one” (verse 18); that believers are assured they are “of God” though the whole world is wicked (verse 19); that the Son of God came to this world and has imparted truth to His followers (verse 20); and that believers have an assurance that they are “in him that is true” and thus, are possessors of eternal life (verse 20).

In the final verse of 1 John, the Apostle used a familiar term of affection, “little children,” and issued a closing command: his readers were to avoid succumbing to the idolatry that was so widespread in their day.

1 Beacons Bible Commentary, Vol. 10, pg. 40
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III. The reality of fellowship: tested

F. The test of faith (5:1-20)

1. The evidences of faith (5:1-5)

a. Love (5:1)

b. Obedience (5:2-5)

(1) The test (5:2)

(2) The delight (5:3)

(3) Victory (5:4-5)

2. The fact of faith (5:6-12)

a. The object of faith (5:6-8)

b. The content of faith (5:9-12)

3. The results of faith (5:13-20)

a. Confidence in prayer (5:13-17)

b. Confidence in knowledge (5:18-20)

IV. Conclusion (5:21)

A Closer Look

1. Question 1 text…

2. Question 2 text…

3. Question 3 text…

Conclusion

Conclusion text…

