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2 John 1:1-13
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background

In this short epistle, the Apostle John reminded believers of the Early Church of Christ’s commandment to love each other. He warned of the danger of false teachers and deceivers coming into the church body, and advised church members to exercise discernment when inviting religious teachers into their homes. 

The Apostle’s letter was addressed to “the elect lady and her children.” This may have meant a particular woman believer in one of the churches. However, many Bible scholars suggest the epistle more likely was directed to a local church; in that case, “her children” would be a reference to the members of the church. Another possibility is that John was addressing some of his own family. However, whether it was intended for a family group joined by blood or for a larger group united by shared beliefs, the message of the letter remains the same.

John’s opening greetings in verses 1-4 focus on the word truth, with each verse containing it at least once. This seems to indicate that the intended audience of the letter was “thy children” who walked in the truth about Jesus Christ, rather than accepting the falsehoods promoted by deceivers.

After John’s opening greetings, the main body of his letter is in verses 5-11. Verses 5-6 reinforce the command for believers to love one another—a clear reference to the great commandments of Jesus when he exhorted His followers to love God and love their neighbors (see Matthew 22:36–40 and John 13:34).

John made it clear in verses 7-11 that while those who walk in the truth should be people of love, they must be cautious lest they welcome into fellowship those whose teachings were not compatible with what Christ taught or what the Holy Spirit subsequently had revealed to the Apostles. Deceivers and false teachers had infiltrated the church—people who were claiming loyalty to Christ, but at the same time denying His divine nature and teaching that He was not truly a man but only appeared to be one. This heresy elicited a strong response from John. He warned those he addressed to avoid these false teachers, and further stated that individuals who taught that Christ did not have a physical body should not be received into one’s house or congregation. John’s encouragement, then, was not simply to love, but to love within the boundaries of truth. 
The Greek word translated “God speed” in verses 10 and 11 is a salutation meaning “to be well” and implies cheerfulness or rejoicing. John’s admonition meant that believers should not wish good to those who were spreading false doctrine lest they be implicated in those deceivers’ evil deeds.
The Apostle ends his letter in verse 12-13 by expressing his desire to see them in person. He also extends a greeting from the “children of thy elect sister,” likely the members of the sister church from which he was writing.
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I. Introduction (1:1-3)

A. The author and recipients (1:1-2)

B. The salutation (1:3)

II. The content of the letter (1:4-11)

A. The command: “love one another” (1:4-6)

1. The occasion for the charge (1:4)

2. The essence of the charge (1:5)

3. The meaning of the charge (1:6)

B. The cause: “deceivers” (1:7-11)

1. The fact of deceivers (1:7)

2. The danger of deceivers (1:8)

3. The description of deceivers (1:9)

4. The conduct toward a deceiver (1:10-11)

a. A call for separation (1:10)

b. The reason for separation (1:11)

III. The conclusion of the letter (1:12-13)

A. His personal desire (1:12)

B. His personal greeting (1:13)

A Closer Look

1. Question 1 text…

2. Question 2 text…

3. Question 3 text…

Conclusion

Conclusion text…


