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3 John 1:1-14
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background

The epistle of 3 John is a short personal letter to a beloved friend and fellow believer named Gaius. It was likely written around the same time as the Apostle John’s other epistles, 1 and 2 John. After an opening salutation, John commended and encouraged Gaius, and then denounced a prideful leader named Diotrephes. He contrasted Diotrephes with Demetrius, a believer who had a high regard for the truth and thus was a worthy example for Gaius to follow. In his closing words, John referenced his expectation of soon seeing Gaius in person.

John’s opening words in verses 1-2 expressed his desire for the sound health and well-being of Gaius. This type of introduction was common in the ancient world, but in this case the Apostle was addressing not only Gaius’s physical well-being, but also his spiritual well-being. The word translated “soul” refers to one’s entire person; when combined with “health,” it refers to every area of life.

In verses 3-8, the Apostle noted the exemplary traits of Gaius. He rejoiced over the good report given him by other brethren regarding this friend and spiritual leader, particularly commending Gaius’ hospitality toward itinerant teachers. These teachers, who served “for his [Christ’s] name’s sake,” neither asked for nor accepted any monetary assistance from pagans. Thus, it was the duty of the believers to “receive such”—to extend hospitality and provide for their necessities. Those who offered this hospitality and support were identified as “fellowhelpers to the truth” (verse 8).

In verses 9–11, the Apostle denounced the evil committed by Diotrephes, a proud church leader who disregarded the authority of John and spoke against him and other church leaders. John hoped to visit the church and rebuke Diotrephes and his actions. The letter mentioned in verse 9 no longer exists. Verse 11 emphasized that believers were to imitate good, not evil. 

John went on to mention a third person, named Demetrius, who had a good reputation with everyone and a high regard for the truth (verse 12). 

Verses 13–14 provide a brief conclusion to John’s epistle. The Apostle expressed his desire to meet in person and offered a concluding blessing. He passed on greetings from others, and asked Gaius to greet their mutual friends by name.
Amplified Outline
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I. Introduction: the author, recipient and their relationship (1:1)

II. The content (1:2-12)

A. His joy over Gaius (1:2-8)

1. The prayer for Gaius (1:2)

2. The motivation (1:3-8)

a. His walk in the truth (1:3-4)

b. His love for the brethren (1:5-8)

(1) His love and labor recognized (1:5-6)

(2) The cause for such labor (1:7)

(3) The privilege of such labor (1:8)

B. His distress over Diotrephes (1:9-12)

1. The problem (1:9)

2. The manifestation of the problem (1:10)

3. The principle (1:11)

4. The contrast: Demetrius (1:12)

III. The conclusion: his plans, benediction and greetings (1:13-14)

A Closer Look

1. Question 1 text…

2. Question 2 text…

3. Question 3 text…

Conclusion

Conclusion text…

