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Jude 1:1-25
Devotional Focus

“Focus verse(s) of author’s choice.” (Reference)

Devotional text…

Background

Jude’s short epistle is an urgent denunciation of individuals who had infiltrated the Early Church and were distorting the true Gospel. Jude recognized that these apostates had “crept in unawares,” so he warned the Christian community of the danger and urged true believers to vigorously defend the truth against false teaching. Using a series of Old Testament examples, he sternly condemned the ungodly for their apostasy, and described the judgment that would come upon them. He followed that with a series of admonitions to the believers, outlining how they were to maintain their pure Christian testimonies, and closed his epistle with words of praise for God’s work and person.

In Jude’s opening salutation and greetings in verses 1-2, he identified himself by name, by his status as a “servant” of Jesus, and by his familial connection to James (the Lord’s brother, and a leader in the Jerusalem church). He went on to note that he was writing to those who were sanctified by God the Father, preserved by Jesus Christ, and called. One meaning of the word sanctify is “to separate from ungodliness and dedicate to God,” so these were people who had previously separated themselves from the world with a determination to serve the Lord.

Verses 3-4 record Jude’s purpose in writing. He had begun with the intention of instructing these believers about “the common salvation,” but then seemingly felt it imperative to urge them to “earnestly contend for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints.” The faith Jude was alluding to was not the believing faith by which sinners reach out to God and receive salvation, but rather the entire scope of doctrine and practices given to the Church through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Verse 4 introduces the false teachers who had inserted themselves into the community of believers, established themselves as trustworthy, and then brought in heretical teachings. It appears these people were acting as leaders and in the process were causing some to go astray.

The main theme of Jude’s epistle is found in verses 5-16. He used three examples from the Old Testament to show the errors of the false teachers: They were guilty of unbelief (verse 5), they sought authority they did not deserve (verse 6), and they engaged in immoral behavior (verse 7). Jude also described the fall of the rebellious angels, who sinned by abandoning their assigned domain. In verse 9, he drew from Jewish nonbiblical literature: 1 Enoch and the Testament of Moses. Literate Jews who became Christians would have been familiar with these documents, which were written in the era between the Old and New Testaments. 

Verses 17-23 are an exhortation to the believers to remember Christ’s words which the Apostles had taught, to beware of “mockers” who lived ungodly lives, and to build up their faith through prayer and by “looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal life.” In verses 24-25, Jude encouraged his audience to remain firm in their faith and trust in God’s promises for their future, and concluded with a doxology—an expression of praise or blessing to God.
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I. Introduction (1:1-2)

A. The author and recipients (1:1)

B. The blessing (1:2)

II. The danger confronting the believers (1:3-16)

A. The purpose of the epistle (1:3)

B. The occasion of the epistle (1:4)

C. The illustration of judgment (1:5-7)

1. Unbelieving Israel (1:5)

2. Rebellious angels (1:6)

3. Immoral Sodom and Gomorrah (1:7)

D. The description of apostates (1:8-16)

1. Their character (1:8-11)

a. Lawless and rebellious (1:8-9)

b. Ignorant (1:10)

c. Repudiate and contradict revelation, and greedy (1:11)

2. Their devastation (1:12-13)

a. Deceptive, unsatisfying and fruitless (1:12)

b. Destructive and unsettled (1:13)

3. Their end (1:14-16)

a. The promise of judgment (1:14-15)

b. The basis of judgment (1:16)

III. The duty confronting the believers (1:17-23)

A. A call to remembrance (1:17-19)

1. The reality of false teachers (1:17)

2. The character of false teachers (1:18)

3. The work of false teachers (1:19)

B. A call to maintenance (1:20-21)

1. By edification and prayer (1:20)

2. By expectation (1:21)

C. A call to mercy (1:22-23)

IV. Doxology (1:24-25)

A. Praise for God's work (1:24)

B. Praise for God's person (1:25)

A Closer Look

1. Question 1 text…

2. Question 2 text…

3. Question 3 text…

Conclusion

Conclusion text…


