
Esther Lesson 2 - Searching for Depth in a Shallow World

HOMEWORK FOR NEXT WEEK: Read Esther 2:19-23 and 3:1-15

TEXT

Read Esther 2: 1-18

PASSAGE SUMMARY

After some time, when King Xerxes was no longer angry, he remembered Queen Vashti and what he
had done to her.  Under the influence of his attendants, he began a search for beautiful, young virgins
in all provinces of the kingdom of Susa.  The women were sent to the King’s Eunuch, Hegai, for beauty
treatments and the most pleasing woman would replace Queen Vashti.  (vv 1-4)

A Jew, Mordecai, whose family was exiled, lived in the palace complex.  Mordecai raised and adopted
his cousin Esther after her parents died. Esther was beautiful and appealing and was chosen for
Hegai’s harem. Mordecai advised Esther to withhold her background and ethnicity. (vv 5-11)

After a year of beauty treatments, Esther won the favor of Hegai and was brought before the king and
gained his admiration.  He fell in love with her, and crowned her Queen, replacing Vashti.  He was
smitten and gave a banquet in her honor. (vv 12-18)

Esther continued to hide her background as Mordecai suggested. Mordecai overheard two of the
guards plotting to kill King Xerxes, and told Esther to warn him.  She informed the king, giving credit to
Mordecai and the two guards were hanged. (vv 19-23)

STUDY

1. READ

a. Why did King Xerxes begin a search for the most beautiful, young women of the provinces in
the Kingdom of Susa (2:1-2)?

b. How were Mordecai and Esther related (2:5, 7, 15) and what happened to their ancestors at this
time (2:5-7)?

c. Who was in charge of the harem (2:3, 8) and their beauty treatments, which emphasized
outward appearances (2:3, 12)?

d. Was it important that Mordecai and Esther hide their ancestry (2:10, 20) and how does this differ
from Daniel’s commitment to his faith?

2.    MEANING 



a. A search for the Queen’s replacement was based on beauty and outer appearances. How does
this contradict God’s Word on beauty? Read 1 Samuel 16:7, Matthew 5:8. and Proverbs 31:30.

b. How were Mordecai and Ester pulled into “worldly” Susa and how does this differ from the exile
of their Jewish ancestors from Babylon?

c. God is not present in the text but where do we see God’s providence in Chapter 2?

3.     APPLY

a. How can we relate to being drawn towards the Susa type of worldliness, how do outer
appearances influence our lives, do we uphold outer beauty in our culture over inner beauty?

b. We see Mordecai and Esther concealing their faith, do we find ourselves concealing our faith in
our daily lives, if so how can we be more mindful of sharing the gospel and our faith with others?

c.   Which character or situation do you relate to most?

NOTES 

v  1 - It had been four years since the king made his decree against Vashti.

v 3 - A Eunuch is a castrated male in charge of harems in Susa (Persia)

vv 5-12 - Before Esther’s time the Jews experienced the Babylonian exile. Persia had replaced
Babylon as the ruling power. Esther and Mordecai belong to the community of Susa (Persia) ruled
by Xerxes (486-464 B.C.). Jews, at the time, were dispersed by the Assyrians and Babyalonians;
some returning to Jerusalem others still in exile like Esther and Mordecai. The Jewish community in
Susa was the minority and as such were under suspicion and sometimes threatened.

v 12 - Beauty treatments consisted of oil and myrrh and cosmetics and perfume. This was to
remove all impurities and ill scent and make them attractive. Myrrh was believed to have purifying
powers.

v 17 - A crown on her head is similar to a headdress. A royal crown is set upon her head. Xerxes
made her queen in place of Vashti. It was common for eastern kings to place a crown on their wives
and declare them royalty.

v 23 - Hanging consisted of being hung or impaled by poles. The saving of Xerxes, through
Mordecai, plays into God’s unfolding story of protection of His chosen people. Mordecai and Esther
receive credit for warning the king revealing their character. God uses the courage of both Esther
and Mordecai to save His people.

COMMENTS

In Esther Chapter 2 we see Persia as the new powerhouse after Babylon. We see King Xerxes
focusing on outer beauty as a priority. He searches the provinces not for the kindest, morally
upstanding women, but the most beautiful. Beauty is the most important thing to Xerxes. We also
see Esther and her cousin Mordecai struggling with God’s way vs the World’s way. Esther and
Mordecai get pulled into the worldly Susa with the focus on outer beauty, parties, excessive
drinking and extravagant foods. They conceal their identities as Israealites to fit into society.



In our present day culture, idealized beauty is still in the forefront of society. We live in a world
where the media is littered with beauty products, diets, plastic surgery and even filters on apps to
distort our true images. We are no different than biblical Persia. Men and women can choose their
prospective mates by swiping left and right. As a culture we usually base our first impressions on
attractiveness, not one’s morals or values.

Furthermore we also struggle with trying to fit in, especially in our Northern California bubble that is
primarily Non-Christian. We have to ask ourselves, do we discuss the gospel or share our
testimony with non believers? Do we share our faith with people at work, the gym, or our kid’s
sports?

God’s story of using everyday, sinful people like ourselves is present in the story of Esther. Esther
and Mordecai were not perfect, they were sinners like you and I. God uses Esther and Mordecai’s
courage which ultimately saves His people. Esther plays a role in God’s bigger story in which He
fulfills His promises in the Garden of Eden. God crushes evil (satan) with the seed of woman
(Jesus the redeemer) to restore His relationship with man (Genesis 3:15). Sin, suffering and
sainthood are present throughout God’s story, including in our world today.
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