
Esther Lesson 7 - Esther’s 2nd Banquet

HOMEWORK FOR NEXT WEEK: Read Esther 8:1-17

TEXT

Read Esther 7:1-10

PASSAGE SUMMARY

King Ahasuerus and Haman are enjoying their second feast hosted by Esther and on the second day of
the feast, the king asks Queen Esther what her request is (for the third time). Esther reveals to the king
that she and her people (the Jews) will be destroyed, killed, and annihilated. She indicates that if her
people had been sold as slaves she would have remained silent. The king asks her who has ordered
the killing of Esther and her people and she tells him that it is a foe and an enemy: wicked Haman. At
this Haman becomes terrified before the king and the queen.

The king was angry and temporarily left the court to go into the palace garden, while Haman stayed and
pled for his life from Queen Esther. The king returned from the garden to see Haman falling on the
couch where Esther was and asked if Haman intended to assault the queen in his presence. Haman’s
face was covered and one of the king’s eunuchs identified the gallows that Haman had constructed for
Mordecai. The king ordered Haman to be killed on those gallows. Haman was then killed on the gallows
and the king’s anger abated.

STUDY 

1. READ

a. When asked for the third time what Esther’s request was, how did she respond to the
king? How did she qualify her appeal to the king?

b. How did the king respond to the queen when she revealed that Haman had ordered the
killing of her people? To whom did the king direct his anger and wrath?

c. What did Haman’s wife, Zeresh, predict at the end of Chapter 6? How did her prediction
come true at the end of Chapter 7?

2. MEANING

a. After two feasts, a public honoring of Mordecai at Haman’s expense, and a third request
from the king to divulge her request, Queen Esther finally discloses that her people have
been sentenced to death. Why did Esther have to be so incredibly careful when
confronting the king with her request? What example did she have from Esther 1?

b. Esther could have chosen to remain silent and not add her name to those listed for
slaughter. What was courageous about Esther’s willingness to intercede on behalf of
God’s people?

c. Why do you think Esther indicated she would have remained silent if the Jews were
merely sold into slavery rather than marked for death?



d. It appears the king sent Haman to his death for potentially threatening the Queen. What
is the significance of the king taking Haman’s life without promising the queen to override
her people’s plight? How is the king avoiding the bigger issue of his own incompetence?

3. APPLY

a. The story of Esther pivots after the king has trouble sleeping (a divine act by God to
soften the king’s heart towards Mordecai the Jew), although Esther diligently toils
throughout Chapters 5 through 7 to put her plan into action. How does God use both our
actions and the Holy Spirit to ultimately bring about His will? Are there examples in your
life where your actions potentially complimented and reinforced what God was doing
around you?

b. How does Esther’s example inspire you to stand up for those who are persecuted and/or
to discuss your faith with others? (Note: Although it is possible, and perhaps likely, that
God’s plan would have unfolded even if Esther did not confront the king with her appeal
to save the Jews, Esther’s bold actions did help bring justice for the Jewish people in
Persia.)

c. Esther was not sure how the king would respond when she revealed her faith to the king.
Do you see similarities in our own society with the tensions Esther faced by revealing her
faith in the king’s inner court? What are some practical ways we can address the fears
we face in discussing our faith with others?

d. God’s wrath against Haman’s sins would have been satisfied by Christ dying on the
cross. In a moment of weakness and perhaps seeking revenge, Esther does not stop the
king from killing Haman. How do you think Jesus would have addressed Esther and
Haman in this situation and how should we respond?

NOTES

vv 3-4 - Different translations of the Bible suggest different ways that Esther stated her request to the
king. The English Standard Version (ESV) shows that Esther identifies herself with her people and
states that they have been marked for slaughter. The New International Version (NIV) is more direct by
asking the king to grant her life and spare the lives of her people.

v 4 - Esther reveals her identity and links her own fate with those of the Jewish people. As a result, the
king realizes he has been tricked into ordering the death of his favorite queen. By stating that her
people’s affliction is not to be compared with the loss to the king, she is appealing to his greedy
self-interest. If the Jews were enslaved, at least he would reap the profits of their labor. In death, they
offer no monetary value to him.

v 7 - Ahasuerus withdraws to the palace garden to compose himself. It is likely here that he realizes his
favorite queen is marked for death and also that his reputation is at stake if he punishes his trusted aide
who convinced him to put the evil edict into place.

v 8 - By falling on the couch, Haman likely was violating Esther’s personal space, likely kneeling with
his hands and arms on the couch where she was sitting. He may have been pleading for her mercy, but
by violating her personal space, he likely only exacerbated the king’s anger and frustration, leading the
king to perceive that he might assault Esther. Another explanation is that seeing Haman so close to
Esther on the couch gave the king a convenient excuse to kill Haman by accusing him of assaulting the



queen, thereby allowing the king to save face. Covering Haman’s face was a common act of the day
when a prisoner was condemned. It would have been the first step towards his ultimate execution.

v 10 - In 6:13, Haman’s wife predicted that God was on the side of the Jewish people and that Haman
will surely fall. Hanging Haman on the same gallows he constructed for Mordecai was a gory form of
poetic justice for Haman that completes Zeresh’s prophecy.

COMMENTS

Finally, the time has come in Chapter 7 where Esther reveals her desire to have her own life and the
lives of her people spared. Esther knew she was taking a great risk. The king’s response to her request
was uncertain and by siding with her people, she was potentially putting her life at risk. To justify her
request, she appealed to the king’s greed and the treasury, indicating that she would have remained
silent if the Jews were sold as slaves since they would have value to the kingdom as slaves. Perhaps
she added this to soften the blow and to try to manipulate the king. She acted with tact and boldness by
making her request and standing up for those who could not influence the situation.

Haman’s fortunes began to change for the worse in Chapter 6 and his downward spiral ended with his
execution in Chapter 7. Ironically, Mordecai was completely unaware of these events. God initiated His
plan by giving the king a sleepless night, which triggered him to honor Mordecai at Haman’s expense.
Then Esther tactfully chose an opportune time to reveal her request and accuse Haman of wickedness.
This only happened after Esther subtly built up the king’s anticipation and entrapped Haman by
preparing two feasts for them. God’s miraculous providence started the process, but he also worked
with Esther’s faithful efforts to bring about his desired will. Only God can change hearts, but it does not
hurt for us to be honest about our faith and open the door for deeper dialogue. God works his will by
using both the Holy Spirit and our faithful works to bring others to Christ and help them grow in faith.

Esther was not only in a position to save her people, but she was also potentially in a position to save
Haman. Perhaps in a brief moment of weakness and revenge, she allowed the king to execute Haman.
It is useful to consider how Jesus would have handled this situation. He would have shown mercy to
Haman if he was truly repentant and we should as well.

Although we will not necessarily be killed for talking with pagan leaders about our faith, there are some
important parallels between living in Susa during this time and living in the Bay Area during our time.
Our work communities and many of our social circles might be skeptical (at best) and potentially hostile
(at worst) to an active Christian in their midst. Each year there are examples of highly influential
Christians who are canceled for expressing their views. Nonetheless, even in our post-Christian world,
Esther’s courageous example should serve as a model for how we can tactfully discuss our faith with
others. By compassionately and artfully opening the dialogue, we might be surprised by how many
people might be receptive to our faith or want to learn more. Assisted by the Holy Spirit, God’s
providence, and tactful discernment, who knows what great things that could lead to.
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