
Part Three
Jesus the Son of God

TEXT
Read the Apostles’ Creed as a group
I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth

And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary
Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell
The third day he rose again from the dead
He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead
I believe in the Holy Ghost
I believe a holy catholic church; the communion of saints
The forgiveness of sins
The resurrection of the body
And the life everlasting. Amen.

Colossians 1:15-22

The Preeminence of Christ

15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by him all things were
created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or
authorities—all things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things, and
in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent. 19 For in him
all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 20 and through him to reconcile to himself all things,
whether on earth or in heaven, making peace by the blood of his cross.

21 And you, who once were alienated and hostile in mind, doing evil deeds, 22 he has now
reconciled in his body of flesh by his death, in order to present you holy and blameless and
above reproach before him,



STUDY

1. READ
a. What is revealed about Jesus’ relationship to creation in this passage?

b. How does Christ present believers to God? How does that make you feel?

2. MEANING
a. Why do you think the Apostles’ Creed and Paul expounds on the preeminence of

Christ over everything? Why do you think that Christians need to be reminded of
His preeminence?

b. The miracle of the incarnation is that God became man. He identifies with us and
he experienced all that we experience in our lives. Does it matter to our faith that
God became fully human? What is the significance of God becoming fully human
to our faith as Christians? (Think back to Lesson 1)

c. However, Jesus is also fully God. As the “firstborn of all creation,” (v. 15) he was
endowed by God the Father with great powers and authority. What do you think
are some of those powers and authorities? How does Jesus use them throughout
his ministry to demonstrate love for His followers?

3. APPLY
a. What role, if any,  do you think the Apostles’ Creed has in reminding us that

Jesus is the head of the church and he is preeminent in everything (v. 18)? Do
you think the Creed is consistent with how Jesus is described in Colossians
1:15-22? Why or why not?

b. Christ presents true believers holy and blameless before God. How should we
respond to Jesus’ invitation to be reconciled? What implications does
reconciliation with Christ have for how we should live our lives?

c. What can you do this week to remind yourself that Christ seeks to reconcile with
you? What can you do this week to reflect Christ’s reconciliation in your
relationships with others?



NOTES
v. 15 - firstborn of all creation - it would be wrong to think in physical terms here, since we
know that Jesus did not have a physical origin in the same way that we did or was created
rather than existing in unison with the Father and the Holy Spirit. Paul had in mind the rights and
privileges that come with being a firstborn and the sovereignty that comes with such a position.

v. 16 - by him all things were created - Jesus was the agent of creation through whom God
made heaven and earth. Jesus was not the first thing created since “all things” without
exception were created by him. Everything was created by him and for him, for his honor and
praise. Since Jesus is also the goal of creation, he is also fully God.

v. 18 - Paul spoke of the church as the body of Christ. Here he describes Christ as the head of
the body. This conveys Christ’s leadership over the body and may also suggest his role in
providing sustenance for it.

v. 20 - Jesus will ultimately put down all rebellion against God. This means being reconciled to
God. Christ will enforce his reign of peace upon nonbelievers and demonic powers, decisively
defeating them so that they can no longer do any harm. The basis for Christ’s reign of peace is
the blood on the cross.

vv. 21-22 - Paul contrasts the Colossians pre-Christian status with their current status as
believers. Sin resulted in their alienation from God and thus helped to create the need for
reconciliation. The result of reconciliation is that Christ is working in all believers to present you
holy and blameless before God. The same language is used in the Old Testament to describe
unblemished animals that would be brought as a sacrifice to God. When Christ brings his
followers to the Father for inspection, they will be above reproach.

COMMENTS
Through the incarnation, God became man, which was foretold in Isaiah 7:14. The virgin birth
was intended to be a miraculous sign so that people will not mistake the arrival of the Savior.
Various verses in the Gospels refer back to Isaiah and verify the virgin birth (see Matthew 1:18,
1:23, Luke 1:27, 1:35). Luke perhaps sums up the virgin birth best in 1:37 by saying for nothing
will be impossible with God. Modern day science would say that the virgin birth is impossible.
Therefore it is tempting to ask the question, is it essential to our faith? The Gospels and the
Apostles’ Creed addresses that question. The Creed simply states that Jesus was conceived by
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. The reason why Jesus’ virgin birth is important is that
if Jesus is not born of a virgin then the story of Jesus changes significantly: Jesus is either a
lunatic or a liar, but not our Lord. C.S. Lewis describes this dilemma well in Mere Christianity:

A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a
great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic — on the level with the man who says
he is a poached egg — or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your
choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God, or else a madman or something
worse. You can shut him up for a fool, you can spit at him and kill him as a demon or you



can fall at his feet and call him Lord and God, but let us not come with any patronizing
nonsense about his being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did
not intend to. ... Now it seems to me obvious that He was neither a lunatic nor a fiend:
and consequently, however strange or terrifying or unlikely it may seem, I have to accept
the view that He was and is God. C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity

Although the virgin birth does not conform to our limited understanding of science, anything is
truly possible with God, including performing miracles that involve changing the natural order.
Tim Keller states, “If God created everything out of nothing, it would hardly be a problem for him
to rearrange parts of it as and when he wishes.” It is tempting for some to fall away from God
because they have trouble reconciling the humanity of Christ with His divinity. However,
recognizing Jesus as both man and God is essentially the story of the Gospel. If we recognize
God’s sovereignty, the necessity for Jesus’ earthly ministry, and his perfect sacrifice, then we
can better reconcile and understand Jesus’ dual nature as both God and man.

In the modern world, it is tempting to conceive of miracles as the suspension of the natural
order. Yet Jesus never performed miracles for the sole purpose of impressing or coercing
others. The miracles Jesus performed throughout His ministry often involved healing, feeding, or
raising the dead. Jesus intended His miracles to restore natural order and redeem the world.
God’s original plan did not include disease, hunger, or death. This point underscores Jesus’
preeminence. He created all things and in him all things hold together (Col. 1:16-17). Jesus is
God. He created all things and Jesus came to redeem the world. As the figurative (rather than
physical) firstborn of creation, he was endowed with the rights and privileges of a firstborn son;
the highest of the kings of the earth (Ps. 89:27). He rules over everything. Jesus is superior to
the prophets, the priests, and the angels. All prophets were anticipating and looking forward to
the suffering and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

After Jesus’ death and resurrection, there was no need for priests to continue making burnt
offerings. Jesus fulfilled His role in the trinity becoming man and being tempted, as we all are,
yet fulfilling the ultimate sacrifice for our sins. And His life demonstrates a hint of the world to
come; his promise of life everlasting.

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he
upholds the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat
down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, having become as much superior to
angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. Hebrews 1:3-4

Accepting Jesus means recognizing that you are not your own. You were bought with a price.
Jesus calls us to reconcile with him. His physical death and resurrection makes it possible for all
of us to be forgiven and live forever with God. This is the good news, but we should heed his
call to reconcile, recognizing the great sacrifice he made on our behalf. Through his death on
the cross he introduced God’s peace that all things should be reconciled (Col. 1: 20). Through
this reconciliation we are presented as holy and blameless, above reproach, to God (Col. 1:22).
What this means is that despite our sinful and rebellious nature, if we seek to be reconciled with



Jesus, we will be presented blameless and above reproach to God. Our motivation is not to look
good for God or to feel obligated to God, but rather to love, praise, and glorify the Son who gave
his life on our behalf recognizing the perfect sacrifice he made on the cross and what He did for
His people.

If we recognize Jesus’ preeminence and we seek to be reconciled with Him, what does that
mean for how we live our life? We are charged to live a new life in Him. We are to become
“ambassadors for Christ” (2 Cor. 5:20). We are called to love our neighbors, feed the poor,
address the brokenness of our community and culture, to fight injustice, and to spread the good
news. Accepting Christ as our savior will fundamentally change our lives and the lives of those
closest to us.
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