
Part Five
Jesus Risen

TEXT
Read the Apostles’ Creed as a group
I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth

And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary
Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell
The third day he rose again from the dead
He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead
I believe in the Holy Ghost
I believe a holy catholic church; the communion of saints
The forgiveness of sins
The resurrection of the body
And the life everlasting. Amen.

Acts 10:34-43

Gentiles Hear the Good News

34 So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no partiality,
35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him.
36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus

Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know what happened throughout all Judea,

beginning from Galilee after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed

Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and

healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are

witnesses of all that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put

him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and made

him to appear, 41 not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as

witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42 And he

commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one appointed by

God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness that

everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”



STUDY

1. READ

a. What is the significance of Peter saying “but in every nation” in verse 35
and referring to Jesus as “Lord of all” in verse 36? Was the Gospel message
intended for only a select group of people?

b. In verse 41, Peter emphasizes that Jesus appeared to those chosen by
God as witnesses who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.
Sometimes we think of the risen Jesus as an apparition or a ghost. But this
assumption is incorrect (see Luke 24:5). How would you respond if you were
witness to Jesus eating and drinking after the resurrection or observing Thomas
touch his side (John 20:27)? Although we did not observe these events directly,
how does God want us to respond?

c. Luke’s summary of Peter’s sermon concludes with a command to those
who ate and drank with Jesus that they should bear witness and preach to the
people about Jesus. Do you envision yourself as a witness, like the disciples
were after the resurrection? Do you find this call challenging or empowering?
Why?

2. MEANING
a. How does the resurrection impact how we view death and loss (see Luke
24:5)?

b. What does the ascension mean to you? In what ways do the ascension
and his kingship draw us closer to God? (Consider Acts 1:1-11, 2 Corinthians
6:16, and Romans 8:9-11)

c. Peter tells the Gentiles that Jesus has been appointed by God to judge
the living and the dead. This can often be scary for us to consider. But in what
ways is God’s perfect judgment good news? How can confidence in God’s
judgment help overcome temptations to judge others?

3. APPLY
a. The Book of Acts describes how the early church defined its purpose and
mission. The book begins with an account of Jesus’ ascension (see Acts 1:1-11).
Both Acts 10 and the Apostles’ Creed emphasize the kingship and preeminence
of Jesus after the resurrection and we are called to be a witness of his lordship to
others. In what ways does Jesus’ ascension, preeminence, and kingship help to
define your purpose and how you relate to others?



b.    Does your belief in the ascension, His preeminence, and kingship feel
empowering or liberating? In what ways can it be liberating and in what ways can
it give us courage to face our fears?

c.    If you believe that Jesus is the judge of the living and the dead, how would
that impact your life?

d.    Peter’s sermon was to the Gentiles and it was shocking to some apostles
that Peter emphasized the Gospel and Jesus’ salvation was freely available not
only to Jews, but also to Gentiles who heard about the Gospel. Are there people
in your life who you struggle to share the Gospel with because you are
concerned about their reaction to it or subconsciously you might not think they
are worthy of it? God may have opened some of their hearts to hear the Gospel
message. What are some things you can do this week to address your concerns
and at some point in the future share the Gospel with those who have an open
heart in a gentle, compassionate way?

NOTES

v. 35 - in every nation. Here Peter is emphasizing that God’s message of salvation and
deliverance is not only intended for the Jews, but for everyone. Fears him and does what is
right. This statement does not imply that a follower of God is perfect and does no wrong.
Instead it refers to someone who recognizes God’s provision and is striving to live a life pleasing
to God. It would include a faith that recognizes Jesus’ resurrection and his forgiveness of our
sins since faith is trusting God and responding to him.

v. 38 - Peter spoke that Jesus went about doing good and healing. This is a simple, but
profound summary of Jesus’ life and ministry.

v. 41 - Who ate and drank with him. This verse demonstrates that the resurrected Christ was
not a ghost or a spirit, but he had a physical body. Eating and drinking are the earliest signs of
Christian fellowship the apostles had with each other and with Christ.

COMMENTS

One of the greatest difficulties with spreading the Gospel in the early days of the church was the
Jewish-Gentile struggle. Many Jews, including early Christian believers, were raised believing it
was scandalous to associate with unbelieving Gentiles. Throughout Acts we see that Peter is
commanded by God to take the Gospel to the Gentiles. Despite having personal concerns,
Peter obeyed God.

In Acts 10 Peter came to Caesarea to meet with a Roman soldier and Gentile named Cornelius
who was well-respected by the Jews. Cornelius was actively curious in learning more about



God, he prayed to God, he highly respected Peter because of his teachings, and he was
influential and well-respected in his community of fellow Gentiles. When he learned that Peter
was coming to Caesarea, he filled his home with seekers that were also curious to hear Peter’s
teachings about Jesus. Despite Peter’s cultural inhibitions of associating with Gentiles, he could
not deny God’s calling that the Gospel is for everyone. No barrier (e.g., language, culture,
prejudice, geography, race, ethnicity, economic level, or education level) should stand in the way
of spreading the Gospel to those who have open hearts to hear it.

Peter’s message was surprising to the other apostles who were accustomed to converting Jews
to the early Christian church, but not necessarily Gentiles. This sermon was one of the first
examples to them of God’s true mission for them, which was to spread the Good News to the
ends of the earth so that all who believe in him receive forgiveness (See Acts 10:43 and Phil. 2:
9-11). In it, we will focus on three key messages critical to the Gospel: 1) Jesus’ ascension, 2)
Jesus’ judgment on the living and the dead, and 3) from His ascension and judgment, His
mission for His followers.

The Apostles’ Creed states that Jesus ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of
God the Father Almighty. On Easter Christians summarize this glorious event by saying:

“He has risen. He has risen indeed!”

The ascension enables Christ to be closer to us now than he even was when he was here
during his lifetime. Through the Holy Spirit he dwells in each one of us and the church body
forms the temple to Jesus Christ (2 Cor. 6:16). Through the Holy Spirit, God participates in our
lives more intimately than he ever did before.

When we confess Jesus’ ascension, we confess his exaltation. The ascension is at the heart of
the Gospel. He did not rise from the dead to eternal life only for Himself. Rather, being seated at
the right hand of God the Father, He grants eternal life to all who believe in Him for the
forgiveness of sins. By being seated at the right and of God the Father, He has the opportunity
to grant us eternal life as well.

Both Acts 10:42 and the Apostles’ Creed identifies Christ as the judge of the living and the
dead. God’s judgment naturally makes followers uncomfortable because we are concerned that
we won’t make the grade. This aversion is largely shaped by the unfair judgment and treatment
we sometimes receive in our broken human relationships. The truth is that we don’t make the
grade; we are after all broken and sinful. That is the reason why we need Jesus, we need a
Savior, and we need to confess to that Savior. Only through our faith in that Savior are we saved
from God’s judgment.

When we think about God’s judgment, we can often fall into the trap of focusing on the moments
in the Bible where God judges His people and brings pain and suffering, but only focusing on
those moments misses the Gospel message that we have a loving, merciful Father who desires
a relationship with His people. If God did not love His people, he would let them get away with
sin and enable them to refuse His discipline. However, God refuses to do this because He loves



his children. Furthermore, we can trust that God will judge with righteousness and equity. Truly
God’s judgment is the only reason for hope that God will ultimately make things right. This is the
good news of His judgment.

Believing that Jesus is a righteous judge has profound impacts on how we live our lives. For one
thing it will ensure that we obey and get right with God. We are to hear His Word and believe in
Him (John 5:24). Also believing that Jesus is a righteous judge frees us from having to be the
judge of everyone around us. Through this we can give up our anger and our desire for revenge
when we are wronged. Finally, believing that Jesus is a righteous judge enables us to freely
worship him as our Lord.

The ascension had a significant impact on the world. It enabled Jesus’ message of salvation to
be proclaimed to everyone, regardless of their past faith or lack thereof. The disciples dove into
ministry after Jesus’ death and resurrection as the book of Acts shows. Jesus’ death and
resurrection did not narrow or close off their commitment to their community and the world, it
greatly increased it. Jesus’ final words gave them their mission:

“You will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.” Acts 1:8

Those who truly accept that Jesus is king and reigns in heaven recognize the hopeful urgency
of the Gospel and recognize the mission of the church. A deep desire to serve the king can
inspire Christians to tell others of the Good News and the optimistic message of hope that
comes from believing in and serving the Lord.
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