
Part Four
Jesus Crucified

Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell
The third day he rose again from the dead

TEXT
Read the Apostles’ Creed as a group
I believe in God the Father, Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth

And in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord
Who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary
Suffered under Pontius Pilate; was crucified, dead and buried; He descended into hell
The third day he rose again from the dead
He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty
From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead
I believe in the Holy Ghost
I believe a holy catholic church; the communion of saints
The forgiveness of sins
The resurrection of the body
And the life everlasting. Amen.

Luke 16: 19 – 31 The Rich Man and Lazarus
19 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted sumptuously every
day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, 21 who desired to be fed
with what fell from the rich man's table. Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 The poor
man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man also died and was buried, 23 and
in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and Lazarus at his side. 24 And
he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water
and cool my tongue, for I am in anguish in this flame.’ 25 But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in
your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted
here, and you are in anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been fixed, in
order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able, and none may cross from there to
us.’ 27 And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— 28 for I have five
brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place of torment.’ 29 But Abraham
said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’ 30 And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if
someone goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ 31 He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and
the Prophets, neither will they be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”

STUDY 

1. READ

a. What are some clues or indicators in the parable about the rich man’s attitude towards wealth?



b. What are key characteristics of the places that Lazarus and the rich man went after death?  How is the
chasm between the two places described?

c. What were the rich man’s two requests to Abraham?  What were Abraham’s replies?

2.    MEANING 

a. What are important warnings in this passage?   How does the last warning apply to us today (vv.29-31)?

b. This is the only parable in which Jesus names a character (i.e. Lazarus)   In view of subsequent events in
Jesus’ ministry, how does that emphasize the last warning in the parable?    (see John 11)

c. How does Jesus’ resurrection from the dead make this parable more impactful?

3.     APPLY

a. How does this parable shape your understanding of what happens after death?

b. How do the warnings in this parable impact us today?   In what ways do people resist them?

c. How do you personally respond to both the warnings and promises in this parable?

d. Do you find comfort in the character of Lazarus in this story?   Why or why not?

NOTES 

v.19 – In the verses shortly before this (v. 13-14), Jesus warned the Pharisees against their love of money.
When they ridiculed Him, Jesus responded with this parable.

Purple clothing in that day signified great wealth, as the purple dye was exceedingly rare and expensive.  The
rich man in the story lived luxuriously and selfishly, ignoring God’s command to help the poor.

v.20 – The name Lazarus means “One who God helps”.   He was so weak that he had to be taken by others
and laid at the palatial gate of the rich man, who did not help him.  God’s help was much more evident after
Lazarus died.

v.21 – It was common in that day for dogs to eat the food spilled from the table of their masters.  Lazarus
was so hungry that he longed to be treated as well as the rich man’s dogs.

v.22 – Abraham was the most-revered father of the Jewish faith and national identity.  Abraham’s side would
be a place of unparalleled favor.

v.24 – The rich man knew Lazarus by name, so he clearly was aware of the impoverished beggar at his gate.



v.25 -- “your good things” refers to the wealth and riches that the rich man valued most during his life.   But
they were of no value to him in eternity.

v. 26 – The rich man, even in his torment, remained self-centered, viewing Lazarus as a servant.  He showed
no sense of remorse for how he failed to help Lazarus during their time on earth.

v. 27 – The rich man continues to be self-absorbed, concerned only about those in his immediate family.   He
again views Lazarus as a mere servant, in this case, a messenger boy.

v.29 -- Abraham cites “Moses and the Prophets” (i.e., the Old Testament) as a sufficient warning to the living.
How much more so does the entire Bible today, by detailing the fulfillment of the Old Testament messianic
prophecies, and in the New Testament, clearly laying out God’s offer of grace through Jesus’ atoning death
on the cross?

v.30 – Once again, the rich man shows his pride and arrogance by arguing with Abraham.

v.31 – Jesus is foretelling the resurrection of his close friend Lazarus (see John 11) as well as His own.   In
both cases, some believed, but many did not.   Moreover, in both resurrections, many actively resisted the
outcome and plotted against the characters involved.

COMMENTS

Some have viewed this parable through a class warfare lens as a condemnation of the wealthy, and just
retribution for the poor.   But the Bible does not condemn wealth per se; Abraham himself was exceptionally
wealthy.   Rather, it is our attitude towards wealth that Jesus is concerned about here.  He had just told the
Pharisees, “No servant can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money” (v. 13).   Abraham is held up in
the Bible as a model of one who had faith in God, and was justified by that faith (Romans 4:3, Galatians 3:6,
James 2:23)

It is interesting that Jesus says nothing about the faith of either the rich man or Lazarus.   But the rich man’s
priorities are clear: the pursuit and enjoyment of riches with disregard for God and others in need.  His
arrogance and self-centeredness clearly carried over into eternity, even though he was in a state of torment.

There is always a temptation and danger of reading too much into a parable.  They are intended to make a
few key points, sometimes only one big one.    So, for example, we should not expect to literally sit next to
Abraham in heaven.   But the Bible tells us that we can expect to be honored guests at a great feast in
heaven with Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and a multitude of faithful people from around the world (Mark 8:11)
and enjoy praising God with countless others from every nation, tribe, and language (Revelation 7:9).

What are the key points of this parable?  They certainly include the following:
● We don’t cease to exist when we die.  There is conscious life after death.
● Heaven and hell are real alternative destinations.
● The choices we make in this life, particularly our priorities and values, will determine our eternal

destiny in one of those two places.   There is no subsequent relocation; the outcome is irrevocable.
● Through the Bible, God has provided sufficient guidance and warning to understand the outcome of

our decisions and provide a clear path to heaven.



o Even more than “Moses and the Prophets”, the New Testament details the life of Jesus, His
sacrificial death, resurrection, ascendance, rule, and future judgment of the world.    In other
words, the Bible – Old and New Testament -- explains God’s rescue mission of mankind and
His provision of forgiveness and grace through Jesus’ death on the cross.

o People who insist on seeing a miracle before believing in God are fooling themselves; it is an
excuse to ignore what God has already revealed, including the miraculous resurrection of
Jesus Christ.

How does this relate to the Apostles’ Creed?   The phrases of the creed in this lesson are at the very heart of
the Good News that our sins can be forgiven through the atoning death of Jesus on the cross.   He took the
full penalty for our sins, suffering separation from the Father on our behalf.  His resurrection proves and
guarantees that His rescue mission will be successful (Acts 17:31, 1Corinthians 15:17-20).  Through Jesus, we
all have access to being a Lazarus, “one who God helps.”
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