
WEEK FOUR | Wholehearted Trust in Prayer

Individual Devotions
This week’s prayer practice is prayers for those who have lost their way. We pray this 
week that they will turn to Jesus who pursues them in love – who is their way, truth 
and life – and to know the joy that erupts into celebration in heaven as they are found.  

Mind – read and study the Bible passage.

Monday: Luke 15:8-31 Tuesday: Luke 19:1-10
Wednesday: John 3:16-21 Thursday: 1 Timothy 2:1-7
Friday: 1 John 5:13-17 Saturday: Return to an earlier passage

Soul – meditate on God’s Word.

Our persistent, loving prayers for others are enabled and energized by our own 
understanding and experience of God’s persistent love for all of us when we go astray. 
Read the Bible verse at least 4 times each day. First – to understand what it says. 
Second – to ask “what does this passage reveal about God?”. Third – “what does 
this passage reveal about God’s heart toward me?” Finally – “what does this passage 
reveal about God’s heart toward others?” 

“The glory of God, and, as our only means to glorifying Him, the salvation  
of human souls, is the real business of life.” –C.S. Lewis

Heart – pray, before God, from the core of who you are.

Let the meditation questions guide your prayers – Praising God for what this passage 
reveals, Thanking God for what it reveals about God’s love of you, and Asking God to 
seek and to find people that you name before him for their salvation. 

Strength – live what you know, in the power of the Holy Spirit.

As you pray for others to be found, stay alert this week for ways that the Holy Spirit 
presents opportunities for you to reach out, to serve and/or to share your faith.

Have you tried keeping a prayer journal with the names of those you pray for?  
You can organize it by the days of the week.



Connect Groups / Spiritual Friendships
This week we continue our study by exploring God’s heart for the lost. Jesus 
summarized his whole mission as seeking and saving the lost. Sometimes In our 
prayers we are the ones who are lost and need to be found and other times we 
know others who are lost and intercede that God would find, lead, protect, and 
enliven them to the hope of Jesus Christ. As you begin your group time, take a 
moment for each person to answer this question: describe a time you were lost 
(physically, spiritually, emotionally, etc... your choice!), and how you were found.  

MIND – Exploring Together 
Read: John 14:8-14 together.

• What stands out, challenges, confuses or encourages you about this passage? 
And about the sermon this past Sunday?

• What do we learn about the character of God in Jesus Christ through this 
passage? 

• Do you rejoice over the one sinner who has come home or the 99 that had 
the good sense to stay put? 

SOUL – Reflecting Together 
As we explore scripture, we are always drawn to do more than read but to reflect 
on what the word means to our lives and the world around us.

• Reflecting on our life right now, what is Jesus’ invitation to us in these 
passages and in the sermon?

• Before you begin to pray, spend 5-10 minutes reflecting together on these 
questions: Where am I hiding / lost / running? Where am I resisting and 
refusing to submit to God and God’s ways? Where will I not receive or give 
grace?

HEART – Praying Together 
Let your prayers together be in response to the reflections. Here is one pattern to try: 

• After some discussion, go into a time of silent prayer. Spend 2-5 minutes in 
silence, slowing down and just being with God. 

• Move into a time of praising and thanking God for His great love.
• Spend some time praying for the lostness of those in the group and yourself.  
• Pray for others in your family, neighborhood, city, and world that are lost and 

need to be found. 

STRENGTH – Following Together 
As we respond to Jesus and seek to follow Jesus in the world this week:

• What were the ways that you felt God nudging you this past week?
• What are your hopes or challenges in following Jesus into the next week?
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