
 

 

Membership 
 
What is membership? 
 

To be a member of the Forest Hills Bible Chapel (FHBC) family includes participation with and 
belonging to a community of believers in Jesus—a local assembly of believers bonded together 
in worship and service to Him. Membership is another way of saying “joining fellowship,” 
linking arms with other believers to form one body committed to serving Christ and loving 
people. Participating with fellow believers in ministry at FHBC and belonging to this spiritual 
family is what it means for all of us, along with you, to become your church family. Local 
church membership also portrays the greater reality of all Christians bonded together as God’s 
children within Jesus’ worldwide church. 
 
What are the expectations of members? 
 

Being a member of FHBC includes a solemn commitment to care for other church family 
members and to hold one another accountable as Scripture instructs. If you’ve made a 
commitment to FHBC as “your local church,” then other members have certain obligations to 
you, and you have certain obligations to them. Knowing who’s a member helps manage those 
expectations and commitments.  
 
The intent for each member is to grow a greater reliance on Jesus, engage in corporate worship, 
mature in Christlikeness, demonstrate fruitful obedience, use one’s gifts in service to the body, 
promote the gospel, speak the truth in love, and endeavor to make disciples of Christ. The vision 
for members is to collectively demonstrate His love toward one another, fostering a bond of 
unity as brothers and sisters in Jesus. And the aim for members is spiritual maturity and 
fruitfulness as they live out a myriad of God-honoring pursuits, including heartfelt prayer, 
baptism, communion, seeking God’s truth in Scripture, living lives of integrity, sacrificing for 
others, submitting to the leadership and discipline of the church, and generously serving the 
church community with one’s time, talents, and treasures. 
 
Who can become a member and what’s the process? 
 

The universal church includes all people who trust Christ for salvation. At FHBC, any believer in 
Jesus Christ may become a member. Acceptance into membership is based upon one’s 
profession of personal faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, consent to FHBC’s statement of 
faith, and submission to the elders. The process of membership is somewhat informal involving 
meeting with some of the elders to share one’s faith and life story, discuss expectations, and 
then—if approved—be presented as a new member during a Sunday service.  
 
What if I decide membership isn’t for me? 
We appreciate and welcome all who attend FHBC services and functions, whether or not they’re 
members or believes in Christ. Only members of FHBC, however, may serve as teachers or 
leaders or be involved in making congregational decisions.                                       Revised 4/2023 


