
 

 

 
 
 
 
Outline of our 2023 Series 
**Note: Sermons on each passage will be preached on the Sunday following the reading** 
 
Week of Monday, December 26, 2022  The Bible - 2 Peter 1:16-21  
Week of Monday, January 2, 2023  Genesis 1:26-31 
Week of Monday, January 9, 2023  The Trinity: Genesis 1:1-2; John 1:1-5 
Week of Monday, January 16, 2023   Genesis 17:1-16 
Week of Monday, January 23, 2023  Genesis 32:24-32 
Week of Monday, January 30, 2023  TBD 
TBD 
 
 
 

Week of Monday, December 26, 2022 
2 Peter 1:16-21 
16 For we did not follow cleverly contrived myths when we made known to you the power and 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ; instead, we were eyewitnesses of his majesty. 17 For he 
received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic 
Glory, saying “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well-pleased! ” 18 We ourselves heard 
this voice when it came from heaven while we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 We 



 

also have the prophetic word strongly confirmed, and you will do well to pay attention to it, as 
to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your 
hearts. 20 Above all, you know this: No prophecy of Scripture comes from the prophet’s own 
interpretation, 21 because no prophecy ever came by the will of man; instead, men spoke from 
God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.  -- 2 Peter 1:16-21 (CSB) 
 

Our Statement of Faith 
 
We believe the Bible is the Word of God, fully inspired and without error in the original 
manuscripts, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and that it has supreme and final 
authority in all matters of faith and life. 
 
 
HOPE Journaling 
H – Highlight what stands out to you 
 
 
O – Observe what it teaches  
 
 
P – Practice this in your life 
 
 
E – Express this in your prayers 

Weekly Devotional  
“The authority of Scripture is greater than the comprehension of the whole of man’s 

reason.” 
– Martin Luther 

 
Using the same criteria by which we judge other historical works, not only is the 

Bible reliable, it is more reliable than any other comparable writings. Reliability is a 
question of truthfulness and accurate copying. Writings that are historically and 
factually correct and that have been faithfully preserved over time would be considered 
reliable. Higher levels of historical verification and better confidence in transmission 
make it easier to determine whether an ancient work is worthy of trust. By those 
measures, we can consider the Bible reliable. 

 
As is true with any historical work, not every single detail in the Bible can be 

directly confirmed. The Bible cannot be called unreliable simply because it contains parts 
which cannot be confirmed or have not yet been confirmed. What’s reasonable is to 
expect it to be accurate where it can be checked. This is the primary test of reliability, and 
here the Bible has a stellar track record. Not only have many of its historical details been 
confirmed, but certain portions that were once in doubt have been verified by later 
archaeology. 

 



 

For example, archaeological finds in the 1920s confirmed the presence of cities 
much like Ur, described in Genesis 11, which some skeptics doubted had existed so early. 
Engravings discovered in an Egyptian tomb depict the installation of a viceroy in a 
manner that exactly matches the biblical description of the ceremony involving Joseph 
(Genesis 41:39–42). Clay tablets dating to 2300 BC have been found in Syria strongly 
supporting Old Testament stories, vocabulary, and geography. Skeptics doubted the 
existence of the Hittites (Genesis 15:20; 23:10; 49:29), until a Hittite city, complete with 
records, was found in Turkey. There are dozens of other Old Testament facts supported 
by archaeological discovery. 

 
More importantly, no facts presented in the Old or New Testaments have been 

shown false. This historical reliability is crucial to our trust in other statements made in 
Scripture. 

 
Even the “miraculous” occurrences of Genesis have evidential basis we can appeal 

to today. Ancient Babylonian records describe a confusion of language, in accordance 
with the biblical account of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1–9). These same records 
describe a worldwide flood, an event present in literally hundreds of forms in cultures all 
over the world. The sites where Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 19) once sat have been 
found, displaying evidence of fiery and violent destruction. Even the plagues of Egypt 
and the resulting Exodus (Exodus 12:40–41) have archaeological support. 

 
This trend continues in the New Testament, where the names of various cities, 

political officials, and events have been repeatedly confirmed by historians and 
archaeologists. Luke, the writer of that gospel and the book of Acts, has been described 
as a first-rate historian for his attention to detail and accurate reporting. In both the Old 
and New Testament writings, the Bible proves reliable wherever it can be checked. 

 
Accurate copying is also an important factor in the Bible’s reliability. New 

Testament writings were composed within a few decades of the events they describe, far 
too early for legend or myth to overtake actual history. In fact, the basic framework of 
the gospel can be dated to a formal creed just a few years after the crucifixion of Jesus, 
according to Paul’s description in 1 Corinthians 15:3–8. Historians have access to a 
tremendous number of manuscripts, proving the New Testament was reliably and 
quickly copied and distributed. This gives ample confidence that what we read today 
correctly represents the original writing. 

 
The Old Testament, as well, shows all evidence of being reliably transmitted. 

When the Dead Sea Scrolls were discovered in the 1940s, they were 800 years older than 
any other available manuscripts. Comparing earlier and later manuscripts showed a 
meticulous approach to transmission, once again adding to our confidence that what we 
have today represents the original texts. 

 
Those factors all give objective reasons to consider the Bible reliable. At the same 

time, it’s critically important to examine those same factors in other texts we use to 
write our history books. The Bible has more empirical support, a shorter time between 



 

original writing and surviving copies, and a greater number of source manuscripts than 
any other ancient work, by far. 

 
For example, there are 251 copies of the works of Julius Caesar, the earliest from 

950 years after he wrote, with no way to know how well those copies represent the 
originals. There are 109 copies of the works of the historian Herodotus, the earliest from 
1,400 years after he wrote. Archaeologists have found 1800+ manuscript copies of the 
works of Homer, allowing us a 95 percent confidence in the original text. 

 
For the New Testament, there are currently more than 5,000 manuscripts, with 

most early copies anywhere from 200 to 300 years later, and some less than 100 years 
later. This gives a better than 99 percent confidence in the contents of the original text. 

 
In short, we not only have objective reasons to claim the Bible is reliable, but we 

cannot call it unreliable without throwing out almost everything else we know of ancient 
history. If the Scriptures don’t pass a test for trustworthiness, no records from that era 
can. The Bible’s reliability is proven in both its historical accuracy and its accurate 
transmission. 

- Taken from an article from Got Questions titled “Is the Bible reliable?”1 

 
 
Read Also: 
 
2 Timothy 3:10-17 
2 Peter 1 
Mark 13:31 
John 8:31-32  
John 20:30-31 
Acts 20:32 
John 10:35 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- Define sola Scriptura. 
- What is the sufficiency of Scripture? 
- What does it mean that Jesus is the Word of God? 
- Define the terms inerrancy and infallibility in regard to Scripture. 
- Are the English language translations that we have inerrant and infallible? 
- How did we get the Bible that we have today? 
- What does it mean that Scripture is inspired or God-breathed? 
- How did God use man to write the Bible?  Does the use of man introduce the 

possibility of error?   

 
1 Got Questions, January 4, 2022. “Is the Bible reliable?” www.gotquestions.org/Bible-reliable.html. 



 

 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Living Our Hope 
 
- How has man attempted to depreciate Scripture’s authority? 
- What was the outcome of a time that you followed your own desires rather than 

trusting in the unfailing reliability of Scripture? 
- Why is it so hard to set aside our own desires in obedience to the Bible? 
- What are you currently doing to ensure that your obedience to Scripture is easier in 

times of temptation to follow the desires of your flesh? 
- How does sin show that we do not trust the authority of Scripture? 
- Give examples of sin in the world or in your life and how Scripture speaks to those 

things.  How would trusting Scripture help overcome those sins? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week of Monday, January 2, 2023 
Genesis 1:26-31 
26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, according to our likeness. They will rule the 
fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, the livestock, the whole earth, and the creatures that crawl 
on the earth.”  27 So God created man in his own image; he created him in the image of God; 
he created them male and female.  28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful, 
multiply, fill the earth, and subdue it. Rule the fish of the sea, the birds of the sky, and every 
creature that crawls on the earth.” 29 God also said, “Look, I have given you every seed-
bearing plant on the surface of the entire earth and every tree whose fruit contains seed. This 
will be food for you, 30 for all the wildlife of the earth, for every bird of the sky, and for every 
creature that crawls on the earth — everything having the breath of life in it — I have given 
every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very 
good indeed. Evening came and then morning: the sixth day. -- Genesis 1:26-31 (CSB) 
 
 
 
HOPE Journaling 
H – Highlight what stands out to you 
 
 
O – Observe what it teaches  
 
 
P – Practice this in your life 



 

 
 
E – Express this in your prayers 

 
 
Weekly Devotional  

“What is, and always will be, my greatest creation, is you.” 
– Howard Stark in Iron Man 2 

 
Elon Musk, in 2022, said, “Assuming there is a benevolent future with AI [artificial 
intelligence], I think the biggest problem the world will face in 20 years is population 
collapse.”  As an attempt to solve this problem, biotechnologist Hashem Al-Ghaili released a 
video showing the concept for a facility that is almost quite literally straight out of Orwell’s 
1984.  The facility would serve as a “birthing pod” where up to 30,000 babies could be grow 
in artificial wombs and “born” a year.  Al-Ghaili said that the facility would use invitro 
fertilization and allow parents to choose “most viable and genetically superior embryo” for 
their future family.  The facility would require the littlest of physical exertion for the birthing 
process.  Once the baby had fully developed, the parents would simply need to push a button on 
the pod in order to initiate delivery.  The delivery would consist of the pod draining the 
amniotic fluid and popping the lid open so that the new parents could hold their baby for the 
first time.  Essentially, man is attempting to overcome the decline of the human population by 
bypassing God, the punishment for the original sin of man, and, in the process, become like 
God. 
 
It seems that mankind has kinda missed the point.  First, we cannot create life, no matter how 
hard we try.  AI, although it could one day in the scariest of circumstances become sentient, 
will never be life.  Human life grown in a lab will still be the process of taking a human egg and 
a human sperm and putting them together; utilizing the basis of the process for forming life 
that God has given to us.  And, also, perhaps just as importantly, it seems that mankind has 
forgotten that we are already like God.  That does not mean we are perfect, but we are made in 
the image of God, imago Dei.  We do not have to stand in a lab and grow genetically superior 
babies in artificial womb pods to be like God.  From the very beginning, whether we were 
struggling to harvest and transport crops prior to the wheel and modern equipment or we are 
growing life in labs, we have always carried the mark of our Father on our very being.  We are 
made in the image of God; made to carry His likeness and character with us in our very 
existence. We are made to be like God.  That includes the uniqueness of us, including our 
gender.  This images the Trinity itself.  God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit are all 
equal in their value as persons of the One Triune God, however, they each hold different roles 
and purposes in Creation and Redemption.  Likewise, man and woman are made equal in value, 
but with different roles and purposes in this life.  Culture attempts to distort this, but like with 
the attempt to create man, it is all futile in its effort to make us more like God.   
 
We cannot be more like the God who already created us to be like Him.  Let us not forget that 
even in our salvation we do not carry more of the image of God in us.  Instead, let us remember 
that all people ever conceived in the womb of a woman carry the image of God and, therefore, 
inherently, are worthy of love, respect, and have immense value.  Remember this when looking 
at the evil of the world or when viewing others with contempt.  All mankind was created in the 



 

image of God and deserves a love from us great enough that we would tell them about the One 
who created them in that image.  And unlike us, God created them instantly with zero point of 
reference where as we can only build, over the course of millennia, on the reference He has 
already given us in His Creation. 

Read Also: 
 
Genesis 1-2 
Genesis 3-4 
Genesis 5-6 
Genesis 7-8 
Genesis 9-10 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- Define imago Dei. Why is this an important doctrine?  Why do you think Pastor Jason 

Walters includes this question so often in the reading plans? 
- What was the punishment for sin that man is trying to bypass with “birthing pods?” 
- What are the biblical roles and responsibilities for man?  For woman? 
- What are the biological, mental, and emotional differences in man and woman that 

point to the different attributes of God?  How does this show us the goodness of God 
in Creation? 

- Does imago Dei tell us anything about salvation?  Does it tell us anything about to 
who or to what salvation is available? 

 

Group Discussion Questions – Living Our Hope 
 
- As we are made in the image of God, we carry the characteristics or attributes of God 

within our very nature.  What characteristics of God do you struggle to live out?  
Name 3 attributes you want to focus on in 2023.  How will your competing sin nature 
attempt to hinder you from this?  How will you overcome that? 

- How does culture attempt to distort the image of God in mankind?  How does culture 
act like we can become God, even if they do not believe in His existence? 

- How has the distortion of gender impacted our world?  How is this different from 
what God intended for the genders? 

- Do you agree with Elon Musk?  Is the declining birth rate the biggest problem facing 
our world in the next 20 years?  What do you believe it is?  How does this point to the 
mission that God has given us? 

- Why do you think that God called His Creation of man and woman “very good,” but 
called the rest of His Creation simply “good?”  What does this tell us about our value 
to Him? 

- Would a birthing pod facility where parents choose genetically superior babies be 
sinful?  Why or why not?  Should Christians actively fight against such facilities?  If 
so, how would we do that? 

 
 



 

 
 
 

Week of Monday, January 9, 2023 
Genesis 1:1-2 
1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  2 Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness covered the surface of the watery depths, and the Spirit of God was hovering 
over the surface of the waters.  -- Genesis 1:1-2 (CSB) 
 

John 1:1-5 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were created through him, and apart from 
him not one thing was created that has been created. 4 In him was life, and that life was the 
light of men. 5 That light shines in the darkness, and yet the darkness did not overcome it -- 
John 1:1-5 (CSB) 

 
Our Statement of Faith 
 
We believe there is one living and true God, eternally existing in three persons; that these are 
equal in every divine perfection, and that they execute distinct but harmonious offices in the 
work of creation, providence, and redemption. 
 
 
HOPE Journaling 
H – Highlight what stands out to you 
 
O – Observe what it teaches  
 
P – Practice this in your life 
 
E – Express this in your prayers 

 
Weekly Devotional  
“The human mind may know God, and learn of God, though it has no terms by which to 

explain Him; it may think of Him as Absolute, as Infinite, as Personal, while it may never 
in this life be able to fathom the full meaning of these sublime ideas.” 

– George C. Lorimer 
 

The doctrine of the Trinity is one of the most profound and mysterious teachings of the 
Christian faith. It states that God is one being, but exists in three distinct persons - the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 



 

The Father is the creator of all things, the source of all love and goodness. He is the 
ultimate authority, and all things are subject to him. 

 
The Son, Jesus Christ, is the incarnate Word of God. He came to earth as a man to redeem 
humanity from sin and reconcile us to God. He is the mediator between God and man, 
and through his death and resurrection, he made a way for us to have eternal life. 

 
The Holy Spirit is the third person of the Trinity, and is often referred to as the 
"comforter." He is the presence of God within us, and helps us to understand and apply 
God's word to our lives. He also empowers us to live a godly life and to share the good 
news of Jesus with others. 

 
The doctrine of the Trinity is a mystery that we may never fully understand, but it is 
essential to our faith. It reminds us that God is not just one person, but three persons in 
one, each with their own unique role in the plan of salvation. 

 
As we seek to understand and live out our faith, let us remember to give thanks for the 
mystery and wonder of the Trinity. May we strive to know and serve the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit in all that we do. Amen. 
 
- Devotional created by OpenAI ChatGPT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Read Also: 
 
Genesis 1 
John 1  
Matthew 28:19  
Romans 1:19-20 
Ephesians 4:5-6    
 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- What is the Trinity?   



 

- Define the following heresies regarding the Trinity and identify the issues with each: 
modalism, tritheism, Arianism, Docetism, Ebionitism, Macedonianism, 
adoptionism, and partialism. 

- Define anthropomorphism.  How do we use this to try to comprehend God? 
- Is God incomprehensible?  Explain your answer. 
- How do the three persons of the Trinity interact with one another? 
- What role does each person of the Trinity play in: salvation, sanctification, Creation. 
- Does our Christian faith require a belief in the Trinity as one God existing as three 

persons? 
- Is each person of the Trinity equal?   

 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Living Our Hope 
 
- There is a common argument that the Trinity is not explicitly stated in Scripture.  

How would you respond to that? 
- What are popular or common ways to try to explain or illustrate the Trinity?  How do 

these fall short?   
- What are common words that we use to describe God?  How do they help us 

understand and know God?  How do these fall short of who God actually is?   
- When we pray, which person of the Trinity do we pray to?   
- What are your thoughts on the name Holy Ghost? 
- Why do you think we go to extremes with the Holy Spirit?  It seems that Christians 

either minimalize Him or they go the opposite direction and attribute things to Him 
that are not from Him? 

- When Jesus was on earth, He would often pray to God the Father.  If He is God and 
there is only one God, was Jesus just praying to Himself?  Explain. 

 
 
 
 
 

Week of Monday, January 16, 2023 
Genesis 17:1-16 
1 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him, saying, “I am God 
Almighty. Live in my presence and be blameless.  2 I will set up my covenant between me and 
you, and I will multiply you greatly.” 3 Then Abram fell facedown and God spoke with him: 4 
“As for me, here is my covenant with you: You will become the father of many nations. 5 Your 
name will no longer be Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I will make you the father of 
many nations. 6 I will make you extremely fruitful and will make nations and kings come from 
you. 7 I will confirm my covenant that is between me and you and your future offspring 
throughout their generations. It is a permanent covenant to be your God and the God of your 
offspring after you. 8 And to you and your future offspring I will give the land where you are 
residing — all the land of Canaan — as a permanent possession, and I will be their God.” 9 
God also said to Abraham, “As for you, you and your offspring after you throughout their 



 

generations are to keep my covenant. 10 This is my covenant between me and you and your 
offspring after you, which you are to keep: Every one of your males must be circumcised. 11 You 
must circumcise the flesh of your foreskin to serve as a sign of the covenant between me and 
you. 12 Throughout your generations, every male among you is to be circumcised at eight days 
old — every male born in your household or purchased from any foreigner and not your 
offspring. 13 Whether born in your household or purchased, he must be circumcised. My 
covenant will be marked in your flesh as a permanent covenant. 14 If any male is not 
circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that man will be cut off from his people; he has broken 
my covenant.” 15 God said to Abraham, “As for your wife Sarai, do not call her Sarai, for Sarah 
will be her name. 16 I will bless her; indeed, I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she 
will produce nations; kings of peoples will come from her.” -- Genesis 17:1-16 (CSB) 
 
 
HOPE Journaling 
H – Highlight what stands out to you 
 
O – Observe what it teaches  
 
P – Practice this in your life 
 
E – Express this in your prayers 

Weekly Devotional  
“Father, it is quite possible for me to give the impression that I am totally Yours, yet to 

be quite false to that ideal. Help me to discover the glory of the circumcised life.” 
– Ray Stedman 

 
What a strange thing this is, literally carving in the flesh the sign of God's lordship! This 
is the great sign of the Jews, intended by God to be the mark of His possession, that they 
were God's instrument to use as a blessing among the nations. It was placed upon this 
particular part of the body to indicate that they were to be physically separate from the 
other nations. The very organ by which that separation could be violated bore upon it the 
mark of God's ownership. As we read the course of Jewish history, we see how this mark, 
intended to be the sign of humility and instrumentality, became perverted into a mark of 
superiority and favoritism. Those who bore it began to look on others as Gentile dogs and 
to be self-righteous and proud over their supposed favored position before God. Thus the 
spirit of anti-Semitism that troubles the world so today was born of the spirit of anti-
Gentilism that preceded it. This does not justify either, of course. 

 
Now let us remember that what was physical and literal to Abraham is intended to have 
spiritual significance to us. In the New Testament, we no longer read of circumcision of 
the flesh but of the heart. The heart is the symbol of the soul—the mind, emotions, and 
will, the whole personality. All believers in Christ are to bear on their hearts the sign of 
Christ's lordship. The total personality is to be at their disposal. 

 
This is the meaning of heart circumcision: Believers' hearts are totally Christ's to use as 
He wills—all their emotions, mind, intellect, and will are dedicated and available, ready 



 

at the command of Jesus Christ to be used for His purposes. Paul says to the Philippians, 
“We are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, 
and have no confidence in the flesh” (Philippians 3:3 KJV). We are to have no reliance 
upon ourselves but rely totally upon Him. Every thought, every imagination, is brought 
into captivity to Christ. That is the circumcised life. Walk therefore before me, and be 
wholehearted, blameless. That will be a life of fruitfulness and blessing, a life that is well 
pleasing to God, for it all springs from the realization that the God who lives within is El 
Shaddai, the God who is sufficient.2 
 
- From Ray Stedman’s blog Authentic Christianity 

 
 
 
 
Read Also: 
 
Genesis 11-13 
Genesis 14-15 
Genesis 16-18 
Genesis 19-20 
Genesis 21-23 
Jeremiah 4:4 
Romans 2:25-29 
Deuteronomy 30:1-10 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- What is circumcision?  Why did God choose that as the covenant sign?   
- What is circumcision of the heart?  How does this point to the new covenant in Christ 

as compared to the old covenant and physical circumcision? 
- Define covenant.  What was the Abrahamic covenant? 
- Where does the New Testament discuss circumcision? 
- What are some other covenants we see in Scripture? 
- How do all the Old Testament covenants point towards Jesus and the cross? 
- Did God change his covenant promises to His people?  Or was each one a progression 

that built on the previous? 
 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Living Our Hope 
 

 
2 Stedman, Ray. 2006. “The Circumcised Life.” Authentic Christianity. https://www.raystedman.org/daily-
devotions/genesis-12to25/the-circumcised-life. 



 

- Do you think as though Jesus is alive in you?  How do you live out that type of 
thinking? 

- How do we remove things from our hearts that hinder our relationship with God? 
- How should Christians view circumcision today? 
- What are some covenants we make in life today?   
- Are we beholden to the OT covenants?  Why or why not? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week of Monday, January 23, 2023 
Genesis 32:24-32 
24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak. 25 When the man saw 
that he could not defeat him, he struck Jacob’s hip socket as they wrestled and dislocated his 
hip. 26 Then he said to Jacob, “Let me go, for it is daybreak.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you 
go unless you bless me.” 27 “What is your name?” the man asked. “Jacob,” he replied. 28 
“Your name will no longer be Jacob,” he said. “It will be Israel because you have struggled 
with God and with men and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your 
name.” But he answered, “Why do you ask my name?” And he blessed him there. 30 Jacob 
then named the place Peniel, “For I have seen God face to face,” he said, “yet my life has been 
spared.” 31 The sun shone on him as he passed by Penuel — limping because of his hip. 32 
That is why, still today, the Israelites don’t eat the thigh muscle that is at the hip socket: 
because he struck Jacob’s hip socket at the thigh muscle.  -- Genesis 32:24-32 (CSB) 
 
 
HOPE Journaling 
H – Highlight what stands out to you 
 
 
O – Observe what it teaches  
 
 
P – Practice this in your life 
 
 
E – Express this in your prayers 

 



 

 
Weekly Devotional  

“Though we will never fully understand God’s ways, the very act of wrestling with God 
draws us nearer to Him because we are interacting with Him.” 

– Julie Kloster 
 

If we’re paying attention in our Bible reading, we’ll find that the New Testament isn’t 
the first place we meet Jesus. Today, Barry Cooper considers the Old Testament 
appearances of Christ and the Lord’s heart to be present with His people. You know those 
songs where in the final chorus, everything suddenly goes up a key?  They call it “the 
truck driver’s gear shift” because it often sounds clunky and awkward, something 
dropped in near the end which gives the song a dramatic conclusion but feeling sort of 
disconnected from what’s gone before.  I think some Christians think of Jesus in that 
way: not really present in the Old Testament, so that when He arrives in the New 
Testament, there can be a sense of discontinuity from what’s gone before. It can feel, 
well, like a truck driver’s gear shift. But if we’re paying attention to the Old Testament, 
we’ll find that by the time we meet Jesus Christ in the New Testament, it’s not actually 
the first time we’ve met Him. We’ve already been introduced.   

 
In the Old Testament, there are frequent “theophanies” and “Christophanies.” The word 
theophany comes from the Greek word theos (meaning “God”) and the Greek verb 
meaning “to appear.” So a theophany is an appearance of God. And a Christophany is an 
appearance of Christ. Let me give some examples. In the garden of Eden, as described in 
Genesis chapter 3, Adam and Eve “heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the 
garden.” In Genesis chapter 12, verse 7, and again in chapter 17,  verse 1, we’re told that 
“the LORD appeared to Abram” and spoke to him. Again, in Genesis chapter 18, we read 
that “the LORD appeared to Abraham.” In Genesis chapter 32, Jacob even wrestles with 
someone he later identifies as God. He says, “I have seen God face to face.”  In Exodus 
chapter 24, we read that “Moses and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy of the elders 
of Israel went up [Mount Sinai], and they saw the God of Israel.” Exodus chapter 33 even 
says that “the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend.” 
Even more frequent are references to God “appearing” in clouds of smoke and fire. 
These, too, are theophanies. Think of Moses and the burning bush in Exodus chapter 3, 
where a voice addresses Moses by name from the fire, and the voice identifies Himself as 
“the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” 
Think of Exodus chapter 13, where we’re told that “the LORD went before [the people of 
Israel] by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along the way, and by night in a pillar of 
fire to give them light.”  There are also numerous Old Testament appearances of 
someone described as “the angel of the LORD” but who is—unlike other angels—treated 
as worthy of worship and who is identified with God Himself. In a remarkable passage, 
the Apostle Paul, in 1 Corinthians 10, verse 4, speaks of God’s people in the Old 
Testament being led through the wilderness by Christ.  And Jude is similarly quite 
explicit about the identity of the One who delivered God’s people from slavery in the Old 
Testament: “I want to remind you [he says] . . . that Jesus, who saved a people out of the 
land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not believe.” 



 

 
So Jesus Christ is indeed present in the Old Testament—we have it on the authority of 
the New Testament.  And that helps us answer what would otherwise be a very tricky 
question. How is it that God—who the Apostle Paul calls “the invisible God”—can 
appear to Abraham and Moses, or be spoken to “face to face, as a man speaks to his 
friend,” or be physically wrestled with by Jacob? How is it that God can be visible, when 
God tells Moses, “You cannot see my face, for man shall not see me and live”? The 
Apostle Paul puts the answer plainly in Colossians chapter 1: Jesus Christ is the image of 
the invisible God. Jesus Christ is the One who makes the invisible visible. Now, these Old 
Testament appearances of Christ were of course preincarnate theophanies. Only when 
Christ “became flesh” in Bethlehem did the world witness the ultimate theophany, the 
ultimate appearance of God.  

 
John chapter 1 puts it like this: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we 
have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father. . . . No one has ever seen 
God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side [Christ], has made [the Father] known.” Or 
to put it another way, we cannot see God the Father—and yet “anyone who has seen 
[Christ] has seen the Father.” Now what does all this mean for us? What difference does 
it make that the invisible God has made Himself visible to His people in Christ?  Among 
other things, it shows—quite tangibly—the disposition of God towards us. Though He is 
“the invisible God,” in Christ He does not hide from us. He wants to be known by us. To 
be seen. To be interacted with—even wrestled with. Throughout Scripture, God makes 
His people a stunning promise: “I will make my dwelling among [you] and walk among 
[you].” Just as Christ once walked in Eden.  
 
Theophanies show that the heart of God is to be physically and visibly and inseparably 
present with His people.  The Christ who, in the Old Testament, appeared in an always-
visible pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night and led His people through the 
wilderness and (we are told) “did not depart from them” is the same Christ who says, in 
the New Testament, “I am with you always.” 
 
Devotional from Barry Cooper with Ligonier Ministries3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3 Cooper, Barry. February 1, 2022. “Theophany and Christophany.” Ligonier Ministries. 
https://www.ligonier.org/podcasts/simply-put/theophany-and-christophany. 



 

Read Also: 
 
Genesis 24-26 
Genesis 27-28 
Genesis 29-31 
Genesis 22-33 
Genesis 34-36    
 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- Define theophany.  Give examples seen in Scripture. 
- Define Christophany. Give examples seen in Scripture. 
- If man cannot see God without perishing, how is it that man has seen God through 

theophanies and Christophanies? 
- Define special revelation and general revelation.  Which category do theophanies and 

Christophanies belong to?  Does God still use special revelation today? 
- How do we know that the “Angel of the Lord” is a theophany or a Christophany? 
- How do we know the difference between a theophany and a Christophany when we 

come across an example in Scripture? 
 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Living Our Hope 
 
- Talk about a time that you have wrestled with God?  What did you learn about God 

and about yourself during that time?  How did God break you in such a way that you 
drew nearer to Him and better understood your need for Him? 

- Do people today still experience theophanies and Christophanies?  Explain your 
answer. 

- How has your understanding of God changed over time?  How has wrestling with 
Him and His Word helped you grow in your knowledge of Him? 

- One of the things that Jacob’s wrestling with God shows us is that often our 
experiences in getting to know God are unique to us.  What is unique about your 
experience? 

- Why do you think God struck Jacob’s hip?   
- Paul had a thorn in his flesh that God refused to remove and God gave Jacob a lifelong 

limp by striking his hip.  What is something that God has given you that requires that 
you fully rely on Him or continuously recall your experience in getting to know Him? 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Week of Monday, January 30, 2023 
 
Genesis 50:15-21 
 
15 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said to one another, “If Joseph 
is holding a grudge against us, he will certainly repay us for all the suffering we caused him.”  
16 So they sent this message to Joseph, “Before he died your father gave a command: 17 ‘Say 
this to Joseph: Please forgive your brothers’ transgression and their sin — the suffering they 
caused you.’ Therefore, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your 
father.” Joseph wept when their message came to him. 18 His brothers also came to him, 
bowed down before him, and said, “We are your slaves!” 19 But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be 
afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20 You planned evil against me; God planned it for good to 
bring about the present result — the survival of many people. 21 Therefore don’t be afraid. I 
will take care of you and your children.” And he comforted them and spoke kindly to them.  -- 
Genesis 50:15-21 (CSB) 

 
 
HOPE Journaling 
 
H – Highlight what stands out to you 
 
 
 
 
 
O – Observe what it teaches  
 
 
 
 
 
P – Practice this in your life 
 
 
 
 
 
E – Express this in your prayers 

 
 
 
 



 

Weekly Devotional  
“He will not fear bad news. His heart is content, trusting in the Lord.” 

– Psalm 112:7 
 
When other people are making decisions for our lives, we don’t like it. How can we trust that 
someone else would know what is best or most beneficial for us? What if they go against what we 
want to do? What if they choose the direct opposite of what we would choose if it was up to us? 
Whether it’s parents, bosses, spouses, educators, or governments, we can feel like the decisions 
made by others, ones that directly or indirectly affect our lives and futures, have messed up our 
plans. Decisions that have changed our course in life in a direction we didn’t want to go. 
 
Yet we can look at remarkable stories in the Bible, like the life of Joseph, where it looked like he 
had little to say in what was happening to him. Interestingly, despite the decisions others were 
making for him, especially during the most difficult times, it was God who was directing his steps. 
With all Joseph endured, Scripture doesn’t record him being upset or worried about the direction 
his life had taken at the hands of his brothers and others in his life, even though there was much 
room and opportunity for him to question it. We don’t read of him wondering why God had placed 
him in a family where his own brothers would turn against him. The Bible doesn’t record him 
expressing anger at being sold as a slave, or falsely accused, or thrown into prison. 
 
Joseph could have spent his life blaming his brothers for their evil actions against him. He could 
have been angry and resentful towards Potiphar’s wife for falsely accusing him of making 
advances towards her. He could have spent his time plotting revenge towards the chief baker for 
forgetting about him and leaving him to perish in prison. But nowhere in Joseph’s story do we 
read where he blamed the actions and decisions of others for his path in life.  Years later Joseph 
sums up his perspective on his brothers’ actions towards him and most likely how he also viewed 
the decisions others had made for him. “You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives” (Genesis 50:20). 
 
Like Joseph, instead of looking at all the ways others have interfered, disrupted, and made 
decisions seemingly detouring the course of our lives in ways we wouldn’t choose, we can believe 
God has a good plan for our life.  As Jeremiah 29:11 assures, “’For I know the plans I have for you,’ 
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” 
And although it may look at times like others’ decisions are setting our course in life and we can’t 
understand how in the long run, it could all play out well, instead of feeling despair we can believe 
God is the one who is truly directing our steps. 
 
Like Proverbs 20:24 explains, “A person’s steps are directed by the Lord. How then can anyone 
understand their own way?” We can choose to trust God with our lives even when we don’t like 
the decisions being made for us, believing what Romans 8:28 explains. “And we know that in all 
things God works for the good of those who love Him, who have been called according to His 
purpose.” Rather than focusing on what is happening to us, we can look to God to give us His 
perspective on how He is working everything together for our good and His glory. 
 
- Devotional from Lynette Kittle for crosswalk.com4 

 
 

4 Kittle, Lynette. May 15, 2022. “Trusting God’s direction for our lives.” Your Daily Bible Verse. 
https://www.crosswalk.com/devotionals/your-daily-bible-verse/your-daily-bible-verse-may-15.html. 



 

Read Also: 
 
Genesis 37-39 
Genesis 40-42 
Genesis 43-45 
Genesis 46-47 
Genesis 48-50 
 

Group Discussion Questions - Theological Considerations 
 
- Define omniscience.  How does this help us trust God more? 
- Define theodicy.  How does this impact our trust in God?  Why does this concept 

create such a roadblock for so many? 
- What is divine providence?  How can this help us trust God more? 
- What is the sovereignty of God?  Does it make us “robots?”  How does His 

sovereignty impact your trust in Him? 
- Define finite godism.  Is this biblical?  How does this relate to the topic of theodicy? 

 
 

Group Discussion Questions – Living Our Hope 
 
- How do faith and trust go hand in hand?  How does one help the other grow? 
- What is a time that you struggled to trust God?  What did you learn from that 

situation?  Is your faith stronger now than it was before? 
- Does it make it easier or harder for you to trust God when you know that He 

planned/allowed the struggles and pain to happen, but also planned the outcome 
before it was done? 

- Read Romans 8:28. How does this help you trust God more? 
- Lex Luther once said, ““If God is all powerful, he cannot be all good. And if he’s all 

good, then he cannot be all powerful.” How would you respond to that?  
- Ancient Greek philosopher Epicurus once wrote, “Is God willing to prevent evil, but 

not able? Then he is not omnipotent. Is he able, but not willing? Then he is 
malevolent. Is he both able and willing? Then whence cometh evil? Is he neither able 
nor willing? Then why call him God?”  How would you respond? 

- When reading Scripture we see how people struggled to trust God in their 
circumstances.  However, when we look at it in the overarching context, we see how 
each of those trials worked to accomplish God’s plans.  How does this help you trust 
Him through your own trials?  How would you respond to someone who is in their 
own trial and struggling to trust God? 

 
 


