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Welcome to Worship

God’s grace welcomes you, and so do we — the pastor and members of
Peace! Jesus Christ is the only Savior of all people. By his perfect life,
innocent death and triumphant resurrection, Jesus saves all sinners. We
learn these truths from the Bible — God’s complete plan for our salvation
and his guidebook for our lives. Peace greets you with a warm welcome.
We look forward to seeing you again soon!

Today’s Focus: Blessings Are Cursed; Curses Are Blessed

“This is good. That is bad.” We often think life is that simple. We believe we
can assess a situation accurately determine if it is positive or negative. It’s
hubris. As Jesus gathered followers, he taught them that his kingdom runs
exactly opposite to the principles and priorities of the world. Therefore, much
that we think is good is bad, and vice-versa.

If we want to accurately see the world, we need to have this epiphany. That
which the world considers a blessing can often be a curse. Things like success
and wealth and health can lead us away from our God. We become so
enamored with those blessings that we forget about the Blesser. Conversely,
there are hidden blessings in what we would normally consider curses. When
we fail, when we suffer, and when things don’t go our way, it forces us to put
our trust in God and for our souls to be satisfied in him. The reality is that
perceived blessings can be cursed and perceived curses can be used for our
blessing.

Service Participants:

Computer Organ: Mary Ann Krug
Pastor of Peace: Tommy Welch



THE ORDER OF SERVICE

Hymn Immovable Our Hope Remains
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The name of
the triune God
and the sign
of the cross
remind
worshipers of
their
baptisms.

1John 1:8

1John 1:9

The use of the
keys of
absolution is
that special
right which
Christ gave to
his church on
earth: to
proclaim the
forgiveness of
sins through
Jesus. See
John 20:21-23.

1John 3:1

Please stand

Invocation

In the name of the Father and of the 1 Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession and Absolution

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in
us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin and
made us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved.

Therefore, it is by Christ’s command and with his authority that I say to
you what God says to you: In the name of Jesus 1 your sins are forgiven.

How great is the love the Father has lavished on us that we should be
called the children of God.

And that is what we are! Thanks be to God!



Glory to God
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Text: Bob Kauflin, b. 1955; Tim Chester, b. 1967
Tune: Bob Kauflin, b. 1955; Tim Chester, b. 1967

Text and tune: © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734944

Jesus said that
the angelsin
heaven rejoice
over one sinner
who repents. In
response to the
repentance
expressed
through
confession and
absolution, the
church sings as
the angels sang
on Christmas
night: “glory be
to God on
high.”



A blessed life
is not
connected to
outward
circumstances
like health or
wealth.
Rather, the
one whois
blessed is the
one who has
been given
the gift of
faith, whose
trustis in the
Lord.

Prayer

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger
that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish
what you want done; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Please be seated

The Word

First Reading 1Kings 19:9-18
°There he went into a cave and spent the night.

And the word of the LORD came to him: “What are you doing here,
Elijah?”

“He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your
prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are
trying to kill me too.”

"The LORD said, “Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of
the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.”

Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apart and shattered
the rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. After the
wind there was an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake.
“After the earthquake came a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire. And
after the fire came a gentle whisper. *When Elijah heard it, he pulled his
cloak over his face and went out and stood at the mouth of the cave.

Then a voice said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?”

““He replied, “I have been very zealous for the LORD God Almighty. The
Israelites have rejected your covenant, torn down your altars, and put your
prophets to death with the sword. I am the only one left, and now they are
trying to kill me too.”

“The LORD said to him, “Go back the way you came, and go to the Desert
of Damascus. When you get there, anoint Hazael king over Aram. °Also,
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi king over Israel, and anoint Elisha son of



Shaphat from Abel Meholah to succeed you as prophet. “Jehu will put to
death any who escape the sword of Hazael, and Elisha will put to death any
who escape the sword of Jehu. *Yet I reserve seven thousand in Israel—all
whose knees have not bowed down to Baal and whose mouths have not
kissed him.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Children’s Lesson

Second Reading Romans 8:31-39

*What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us,
who can be against us? >*He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him
up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all
things? *Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen?
It is God who justifies. >**Who then is the one who condemns? No one.
Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the
right hand of God and is also interceding for us. *®Who shall separate us
from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine
or nakedness or danger or sword? 3°As it is written:

“For your sake we face death all day long;
we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.”

¥No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who
loved us. **For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels
nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, *neither
height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate
us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

In all times,
good or bad,
God carries
out his perfect
plan for our
glory and
salvation.



For centuries
in preparation
for hearing
the Gospel,
Christians
have sung or
spoken
“Alleluia!” and
a Scripture
verse
reinforcing
the theme of
the day.

Gospel Acclamation Hebrews 11:1

Alleluia. Now faith is confidence in what we hope for
and assurance about what we do not see. Alleluia.
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Gospel Matthew 14:22-33

*Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead
of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. **After he had
dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. Later
that night, he was there alone, **and the boat was already a considerable
distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.

»Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake.
*When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s
a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear.

*’But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be
afraid.”

*%«Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.”

*“Come,” he said.

Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came
toward Jesus. >*’But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to
sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!”

*Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little
faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?”

>*And when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. **Then
those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son
of God.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

In the account
of Peter
walking on
water, we see
how quickly
doubts arise
and how
graciously
Jesus answers
them.



Hymn of the Day

Be Still, My Soul
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Tune: Jean Sibelius, 1865-1957, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

10



Sermon Romans 8:31-39

Please stand

Nicene Creed Credo

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

11

Public
confession is
faith’s
response to
God’s saving
Word.
Christians
composed the
Nicene Creed
in the fourth
century to
defend the
Bible’s
teachings that
both Jesus
Christ and the
Holy Spirit are
true God,
equal to the
Fatherin one
eternal,
undivided
Trinity.



Please be seated

Offering

The members of Pedce have joined together in the grace of giving (2 Corinthians 8:7) to
do the Lord’s work of sharing the message of Jesus. Visitors need not feel obligated. You
are our guests!

Members and visitors, kindly fill out one of our Connection Cards. You may place it in the
offering plate or hand it to an usher.

Prayer of the Church

Please stand. The pastor will speak the prayer of the church and the congregation will
join to say the Lord's prayer.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

The Sacrament

We believe what God’s Word says. God’s Word clearly teaches that along with the bread and
wine we receive Christ’s body and blood for the forgiveness of sins (Matt. 26:26,28; Mk.
14:22,24; Lk. 22:19-22). God’s Word also tells us that those who take Communion together are
to:

1. Recognize that Christ’s true body and blood are miraculously present in the Sacrament

(1 Cor. 10:16; 11:29),

2. Examine their hearts (1 Cor. 11:28), and

3. Be united in faith with the congregation with which they commune (1 Cor. 10:17).

Therefore we ask that those who have not had the opportunity to understand our Scriptural
confession would speak with the pastor before participating in the Lord’s Supper this morning.
If you would like to come forward to receive a blessing, simply cross your arms as the pastor
approaches. It is our sincere desire to share in the blessings of the Lord’s Supper with you
according to the pattern Jesus himself has given in his Word.
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Introduction to the Lord's Supper

Everyone ought to examine their hearts before partaking of the Lord’s

Supper.

I confessed my transgressions to the Lord and he forgave the guilt of

my sin.

Everyone ought to recognize the true body and blood of the Lord in this

Supper.

The bread that we break and the cup that we bless are a
participation in the body and blood of Christ.

Those partaking of the Lord’s Supper are to be united in fellowship as one

body.

Because there is one loaf, we who are many are one body,
for we all partake of the one loaf.

Hymn In This Holy, Blest Communion
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John the
Baptist
declared Jesus
to be God’s
Lamb, who
was offered as
a sacrifice for
sin once for
all.
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Text: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 734944
Tune: Public domain

Words of Institution

The pastor speaks the words of institution according to the words of 1 Corinthians 11.
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Distribution

Please be seated after the song. Communicants will come forward at the usher's
direction after the song.

Closing Prayer

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
Psalms 118:1

His mercy endures forever.

Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised
you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the
coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and that all who have
received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be
restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. Numbers 6:22-27
The Lord look on you with favor and t give you peace. Amen.
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Hymn

Christ, the Sure and Steady Anchor
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Announcements

Foundations of Faith Class

Foundations is for everyone: people interested in becoming members,
those looking to build their faith, or the curious observer who wants to
study the Bible without feeling obligated to join a church. This study is
Bible-based and discussion-centered. Classes can be arranged to fit
personal schedules.

To get plugged in or to request more information, contact Pastor Welch
(pastor@peacehoughton.org) or scan the QR code. Childcare is available
upon request.

Online Offering Option
If you would like to give an online offering today, please scan the QR code.
All online donations are safe and go directly to Peace.

Volunteer Schedule

Date Usher Counter Computer Snacks
June?7 Steve Craig Mary Ann Kristie Vlahos
Junel4 Cody Steve Mary Ann Karin
June 21 Steve Cody Mary Ann Amy Spahn
June 28 Scott Mary Ann Heather

Congregational Meeting Next Sunday

On June 14, there will be a congregational meeting immediately after
worship. There are three major items to discuss and vote on. 1) The
building project update/the hiring of an architectural firm, 2) the 2026-
2027 budget, and 3) the new administrative assistant position. All
congregational meetings are important, but this one on June 14 is one you
do not want to miss. What we decide in this meeting will influence the
work of our church for many years to come.
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New Administrative Assistant Position

As mentioned above, Peace is looking to hire an administrative assistant.
This position is pending the approval of the budget at the congregational
meeting on June 14. More details about this position will come later, but for
now, you can know that this person will be responsible for many of the
day-to-day tasks that help our church run effectively. If you are interested
in learning more, please speak to pastor Welch.

New June Bible Study Format
Currently, all adults are invited to join our Sunday morning Bible study at
9:00 AM.

Special June Women's Fellowship Hour: Beginning June 7 through June
28, we're introducing a new Women's Fellowship Hour that will
temporarily replace our regular Sunday Bible study format.

Women and Children: Join us at the parsonage for a short devotion,
snacks, and meaningful fellowship while the children play. This special
time is designed for all women in our congregation—whether you have
children or not, you're welcome! Just walk past the campus house and
follow the path to the parsonage.

Men: During the Women's Fellowship Hour, men will gather in the
fellowship hall for a men's Bible study.

This four-week program offers a wonderful opportunity to strengthen our
friendships while providing focused fellowship time for both men and
women. Mark your calendars and plan to join us!

June Newsletter
The Newsletters are available for pickup at the back of the sanctuary.
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PEACE

LUTHERAN CHURCH

47745 Mill Rd.
Houghton, M1 49931

Office: 906-482-1602
Pastor Welch’s Cell: 906-231-6835

Pastor Welch’s Email: pastor@peacehoughton.org

Peacehoughton.org

Our mission is to spread the gospel of Christ, to gather college students and
the local community into a family of believers, and to share the message of
hope and the promise of salvation through grace.
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