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Jesus main message throughout the gospels is love; love of God and love of 
neighbor. Read Luke 10:25-29. We may ask ourselves, as did this expert in the 
law, ‘who is our neighbor?’. Jesus answers with one of the most well-known 
or the parables of the New Testament. Read Luke 10:30-35. 

1.   This parable is often referred to as the ‘Parable of the Good 
Samaritan’. If you were to rename this parable, what would you call it? 

2.  After reading this parable, who would you identify as the main 
character? 

The main character is the man who was robbed. This man would be Jewish 
just like those listening to the parable. The listeners would relate to the Jewish 
man and interpret what happened through Jewish eyes. 

3. Why would the listeners expect that the priest or the Levite would stop 
to help the man? 

4.  Why were the listeners surprised that the Samaritan stopped to help 
the man? If the man wasn’t in such a bad state, would he have accepted 
help from a Samaritan? 

Read Luke 10:36-37. The one who was the true neighbor was the one that 
Jesus’ listeners would have least expected; Jews consider themselves as polar 



opposites of the Samaritans and would not have considered them as a 
neighbor to be loved. 

5.  Who is it hard for you to consider as your neighbor? Why? 

At the end of Jesus’ discourse, He tells the expert in the law to “Go and do 
likewise”; to love his neighbor. To love our neighbor takes sacrifice. 

• Sacrifice of our time.   

• Sacrifice of our money/material possessions 

• Sacrifice of our pride and our prejudices. 

6. Which of the above ‘sacrifices’ are easier for you? Explain. 

7. Which of the above ‘sacrifices’ are difficult for you? Explain. 

8. How can you begin to better ‘love your neighbor’? 

Family Discussion Starter: 
Read the ‘Parable of the Good Samaritan’ found in Luke 10. Ask your family 
who they consider to be their neighbor. Share one way your family can ‘love 
your neighbor’. 


