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Most of us are ‘front yard’ people. Our front yard is how we present 
ourselves to people; lawn mowed, bushes trimmed, flowers along the 
walkway. Very few, if any, are allowed into our backyard; bald patch of lawn, 
toys strewn about, weeds and unkempt grass. 

“So, friends, we can now—without hesita4on—walk right up to God, into ‘the 
Holy Place’. Jesus has cleared the way by the blood of his sacrifice, ac4ng as 
our priest before God. The ‘curtain’ into God's presence is his body. So let's do 
it—full of belief, confident that we're presentable inside and out. Let's keep a 
firm grip on the promises that keep us going. He always keeps his word.  

Let's see how inventive we can be in encouraging love and helping out, 
not avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, 
especially as we see the big Day approaching.”  
Hebrews 10:19-25 (MSG) 

1. What does your ‘front yard’ life look like? 

2. What does your ‘backyard’ life look like? 

We build fences to keep our backyard out of public view.  We use our fences 
to keep what we do not want to be seen (backyard) from what we allow to be 



seen (front yard). Fences keep us from being authenEc with God and from 
belonging in community. 

 
We all start out with a fence between ourselves and God.            Romans 3:23 
 
Jesus was sent to knock down the fence between God and man.  
Romans 10:9-10 

3. What fence or fences did Jesus have to knock down to bring you to God? 

We have to remove our fences to allow others into our backyard. Belonging 
requires allowing other’s to stand in our backyard and being invited to stand 
in the backyards of others. Re-read Hebrews 10:24-25. 

 4. What keeps you from allowing others into your backyard? 

5. What keeps you from entering another’s backyard? 

 
Hebrews 10:24 challenges us to ‘see how invenEve we can be in encouraging 
love and helping out’. Besides knocking down the fences, building community 
oUen requires trying something different, taking a risk, being creaEve. 

6. What is something ‘different’ you can do to build community? 
 

Family Discussion Starter: 
Discuss what a fence is used for.  Talk about how using things to keep God or 
other people out is not good for our life. Ask “how can we let God and other 
people into our life?”


