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Our mission and engagement with people in introducing them to Jesus can 
often be seen as a farmer spreading his seed; the seed being the gospel 
message. 

“Later that same day Jesus left the house and sat beside the lake. A large 
crowd soon gathered around him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat there and 
taught as the people stood on the shore. He told many stories in the form of 
parables, such as this one: ‘Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. As 
he scattered them across his field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds 
came and ate them. Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The 
seeds sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. But the plants soon 
wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they 
died. Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender 
plants. Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was 
thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted! Anyone 
with ears to hear should listen and understand.”  Matthew 13:1-9

Many have called this the parable of the sower or the parable of the soil. We 
are going to look at it from a slightly different perspective, as the parable of 
the crazy farmer. 

1. What &tle would you give this parable? 

2. The soils represent the different condi&ons of people’s hearts; what 
heart condi&ons do the different soils represent? 



What are the characteris+cs of this ‘crazy farmer’? 

• He was indiscriminately extravagant with his sca<ering of the seed. 

3. When you share your Jesus story, do you generally wait for an opportune 
moment or do you share indiscriminately (whenever and wherever)? 

                                                     
4. What type of soil are you most inclined to sow seed into? 

• He has audacious confidence in the power of the seed rather than in the 
poten+al of the soil. 

5. What would you say your confidence level is in the seed; the power of 
the gospel message? 

 
6. How can you begin to raise your confidence level in the power of the 
gospel message? 

• He had persistent pa+ence; He trusted that God was at work even when 
the results were not yet visible.  

7. How pa&ent are you when wai&ng on God? 

8. Do you trust that God is at work even when no results are visible? 

 Discussion Starter: 
Read and explain the parable. Discuss how a farmer is pa+ent while wai+ng 
for the seed to sprout. Relate it to our being pa+ent while wai+ng for God to 
work out something in our life.


