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Watch for this—a virgin will get pregnant and bear a son; They will name him Emmanuel 
(Hebrew for "God is with us”). Matthew 1:23 MSG 

WE MAY ENJOY GOD ON THE MOUNTAINTOPS, BUT WE GET TO KNOW HIM INTIMATELY 
IN THE VALLEYS. 

GOD WITH US IN THE STORMS.  

NEVER LET THE PRESENCE OF A STORM CAUSE YOU TO DOUBT THE PRESENCE OF GOD. 

It had been many days since we had seen either sun or stars. Wind and waves were battering us 
unmercifully, and we lost all hope of rescue. Acts 27:20 (MSG) 

With our appetite for both food and life long gone, Paul took his place in our midst and said, 
"Friends, you really should have listened to me back in Crete. We could have avoided all this 
trouble and trial. Acts 27:21 (MSG) 

SOMETIME AS MUCH AS WE HATE TO ADMIT IT THE STORM CAN BE OUR FAULT.  

SOMETIMES WE GO THRU A STORM—SOMEONE ELSE’S DUMB DECISION. 
But there's no need to dwell on that now. From now on, things are looking up! I can assure you 
that there'll not be a single drowning among us, although I can't say as much for the ship—the 
ship itself is doomed. "Last night God's angel stood at my side, an angel of this God I serve, 
Acts 27:22-23a (MSG) 

NEVER LET THE PRESENCE OF A STORM CAUSE YOU TO DOUBT THE PRESENCE OF GOD. 

…Everyone deserted me... 17 But the Lord stood at my side and gave me strength. 2 Tim 
4:16-17 (Paul told Timothy) 

At my preliminary hearing no one stood by me. They all ran like scared rabbits. But it doesn't 
matter— the Master stood by me and helped me… 2 Timothy 4:16-17 (MSG) 



Jesus reprimanded them. "Why are you such cowards, such faint-hearts?" Then he stood up and 
told the wind to be silent, the sea to quiet down: "Silence!" The sea became smooth as glass. 
Matthew 8:26 (MSG) 

REAL PEACE IS NOT FOUND IN THE ABSENCE OF A STORM. PEACE IS FOUND IN THE 
PRESENCE OF JESUS. 

"Last night God's angel stood at my side, an angel of this God I serve, saying to me, 'Don't 
give up, Paul. You're going to stand before Caesar yet—and everyone sailing with you is also 
going to make it.’ Acts 27:23-24 (MSG) 

So, dear friends, take heart. I believe God will do exactly what he told me. Acts 27:25 (MSG) 

God is a safe place to hide, ready to help when we need him. We stand fearless at the cliff-
edge of doom, courageous in sea- storm and earthquake, Before the rush and roar of oceans, 
the tremors that shift mountains. Psalm 46:1-3 (MSG) 


