GO BIG GO HOME PRAYERS 7  
PERSISTENT WIDOW: KEEP KNOCKING 

SCENE 1 – THE WOMAN WHO WOULDN’T BACK DOWN 
Read Luke 18:3-7
Jesus tells a parable about a widow who keeps coming to an unjust judge, demanding, her rights are being violated, and to protect her. 
· The Unjust Judge doesn’t fear God and doesn't care about people. 

1. What in your life keeps you going to God? 
2. Are you willing to be like the widow? 
SCENE 2 – WHY JESUS TOLD THIS STORY 
Luke tells us right up front why Jesus gave this parable:  
“Jesus told them a story showing that it was necessary for them to pray consistently and never quit.” Luke 18:1 (MSG) 
· Persistent prayer is NOT about getting what you want. It is about staying connected to God even when you want to quit. 

1. Have you felt like quitting when praying about a situation?  
      2. Are you willing to wait while God changes you? 
SCENE 3 – THE WIDOW’S GO BIG OR GO HOME FAITH 
She can’t buy justice. She can only KEEP COMING. Persistent prayer is humble prayer.
· Prayer isn’t about clout; it is about being humble before God. 
· Persistence is not evidence that we are annoying God. It is evidence of our trust in God. 
· You are the One whom God changes even when the situation doesn’t seem to change. 

      1. Are you willing to wait while God changes you? 
SCENE 4 – WHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE IN OUR WORLD 
The widow shows us a different rhythm: 
· Pray PAST the first no.   
· Build a REAL prayer rhythm, not just crisis prayers.   
· Keep praying for your kids, your marriage, your mental health, your future, your city, your friends.   
· Don’t let silence turn your heart cynical. 
Jesus is saying: Keep Knocking
· We get restless when we don’t get an immediate answer. The widow shows us a different rhythm. 
· Pray every day, not just when there is something critical happening in your life. 

1. Are you getting restless when there is not an immediate answer?   
SCENE 5 – A WORD FOR THE TIRED AND DISCOURAGED 
Jesus sees you. 
The widow reminds us: 
God doesn’t ignore His people.   
Delay is not the same as abandonment.   Silence is not the same as NO. 
· God is working in the silence. 

      1. Do we fully realize that God is working even when it is silent?
SCENE 6 – GOD IS NOT THE UNJUST JUDGE 
Here’s the turning point of the story. God is NOT like the unjust judge. 
· God is NOT the unjust judge. He is a just and passionate God. 
· We are NOT annoying God with our persistent prayer. 

      1. Have your quit praying because you thought you were annoying God? 
      2. Are you letting delay disciple you instead of Jesus?
APPLICATION – GO BIG OR GO HOME PERSISTENCE 
· Set a daily “KEEP KNOCKING” time, 
· Pick ONE BIG PRAYER and commit to pray it every day for the next 30 days.   
· Tie your persistent prayer to Scripture  
· When discouragement hits, literally say, “I’M TIRED, BUT I’M STILL KNOCKING.” 

