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In Chapter 17 and 18 we see the destruction of Babylon. Babylon is a real 
historic city, however, Babylon also represents a world system and structure 
that sets itself against God. Babylon is a spirit and attitude that raises itself 
above God. 

1.   Do you see any world systems and structures today that are se4ng 
themselves against God? 

Read Revela(on 17:1-6 (Message): The spirit and a;tude of Babylon. 

• The woman dressed in purple and scarlet - the power and evil of the 
‘Babylonian’ world system 

• Festooned with gold and gems and pearls - the materialism of the 
“Babylonian’ world system 

• She held a gold chalice - the foulness of Babylon 

• The brand on the woman’s forehead - the business of Babylon is 
pros(tu(on  (a picture of unfaithfulness in all areas)       

• The woman was drunk on the blood of God’s holy people - the severe 
persecu(on of  God’s people              



2.  Do you see any of the above in our world systems today? 

3. Give a modern day example of one of the above. 

God makes the following pronouncements on the Babylonian world systems 
and  structures. 

• Condemna(on - Babylon will be ruined                                 Revela(on 18:1-2 

• Separa(on - God’s people are to separate from Babylon       Revela(on18:4 

• Lamenta(on - Babylon’s treasures & pleasures  
will be wiped out                                                         Revela(on 18:9-10, 17-19    

• Celebra(on - God’s people will celebrate                          Revela(on 18:20-22    
              

4. Have you seen any of these pronouncements on Babylonian world 
systems of the past? 

 
5. Do you see any of these pronouncements taking place today? 

6. How can the people of God separate themselves from the Babylonian 
spirit and a4tude? How can you separate yourself? 

 
Family Discussion Starter: 
Ask your family members if they think the world is for God or against God? 
Why or why not? Discuss how your family can be for God when oZen the 
world around them is against God.


