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Many of us are familiar with the story of the three young men, Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego, and the fiery furnace. The focus is usually put on the miraculous end of the 
story rather than on how they got into the situation.  Read Daniel 3. 

1. Why did the king throw Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego into the fiery 
furnace?

2. What could they have done to avoid the fiery furnace? 

The three young men could have avoided the furnace by compromising. They could have 
used several trains of thought to rationalize their compromise.

• Wouldn’t we be more useful to God alive?

• What harm is there if we just ‘go with the flow’?

• Everybody else is doing it.

• Just this one moment for the king and we will give the rest of ourselves to God. 

3. Do any of the above excuses sound familiar?

4. Have you used any of these excuses to rationalize your own behavior? Explain.

The three young men stood firm in their devotion to God and they refused to listen to the 
voice of compromise.



• They understood that God’s will does not always match our desires in a given 
situation.

• Their love and devotion to God was stronger than the pull of worldly compromise.

• They did not hesitate; they quickly silenced the voice of compromise by standing firm. 

5. Have any of the above helped you to avoid compromise? Share an example.

6. If not one of the above, what helps you to avoid compromise?

We all have things in our life that pull us away from standing firm in our devotion to God. 
Often it is one thing, something we view as not-a-big-deal, that pulls us away from 
complete devotion to God. 

7. What compromise in your life dilutes your complete devotion to God?

8. How can you stand firm and silence the voice of compromise in your life? 
 

Family Discussion Starter: 
Tell the story of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. Discuss what some of the excuses 
these three young men could have made to themselves if they had bowed down to the 
king. Ask your family members if they have ever used these excuses to do something 
they knew was wrong. Pray together to stop making excuses for wrong behavior.


