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Many battles have been fought over turf, from street gangs to entire nations. The fight 
over turf is not merely for the territory itself but for the power, control, and influence that 
comes with the turf.

1. When you think of ‘turf’ what comes to mind?

2. What would you say is your personal turf?

The battle for turf goes all the way back to the Garden of Eden. We see the battle to 
protect and claim new turf throughout the Old Testament. Read Exodus 17:8-16 (ESV).

The battle over turf is just as much a spiritual battle as it is a physical battle (Ephesians 
6:12). As Moses help up the staff, He represented the victory that the Israelites already 
had in God. 

3. As the Israelites looked to Moses’ staff held aloft as a reminder of their promised 
victory, what do you look to when you are in a spiritual battle?

Our homes and our families are our base turf. Read Joshua 23:9-13, 24:14-15 (ESV).  
When we compromise and allow the things of the land, this world, to invade, we lose our 
turf; we lose control and influence over our homes.

4. Where are you strong in your home?



5. Where have you lost ground in your home? 

6. Where have you lost ground on your spiritual turf? 

We are called not only to protect our personal turf but to push back the darkness in order 
to claim new turf for the Kingdom of God. 

To protect our turf and claim new turf for God it is essential that we:

• Be consistently in the Word 
The truth of the Word pushes back the lies and the invasive mind-set of the world.

• Pray 
To know God’s strategy for battle, we must know God’s heart.

• Fast 
Some spiritual battles can only be won by prayer and fasting (Mark 9:29 NKJV).

• Rely on the Holy Spirit (John 14:26 ESV). 
Only in the power of the Spirit can we protect our turf, reclaim lost turf and claim new 
turf for the Kingdom of God. 

6. Which of the above do you need to employ today to better protect my turf? 

7. Which of the above do you need to employ today to reclaim lost turf? 

8. Which of the above do you need to employ today to push back the darkness in 
order to claim new turf for God? 

Family Discussion Starter: 
Read Exodus 17:8-16. Ask your family members if they feel like they are going through 
any battles right now. Ask them what keeps them going (Moses uplifted staff keep the 
Israelites going). Pray together over any battles that are shared.


