
Suffering is something we try our best to avoid
in this life. We pray it away and hope it’s

removed as quickly as possible. Scripture
gives us a much different perspective on
suffering than we might generally look at.

Scripture tells us to consider it joy, James 1:2-4
says “Count it all joy, my brothers, when you
meet trials of various kinds, for you know that

the testing of your faith produces
steadfastness. And let steadfastness have its

full effect, that you may be perfect and
complete, lacking in nothing.” Struggles,

suffering, and trials can actually help grow us
in our faith and in our perseverance. How

amazing that God can use our difficult times to
build us into the faithful believers He desires us

to be. If you are walking through a trial right
now, could you take a moment to pray. Pray

that God would grow you and teach you
through this trial that you are facing and

express your faith in Him that He will see you
through it. Pray your own prayer, but here is

one to help guide you.
 

Dear Lord, through the suffering and trials that
I face, I will still give you praise. Help me

through this difficult time to learn and to grow.
Teach me what you would have me learn and
develop in me more perseverance and faith.
You have been faithful to me year after year,
and I know you will be faithful to me through
this season as well. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 
 

Did you know that when it’s all added together
through our entire lives, we’ll spend a year and a

half of our lives stopped at a red light? We’ll
spend 8 months of our life opening junk mail.

Then we will spend a whopping 26 years of our
life asleep. That sure seems like a lot of time

wasted doesn’t it? However, it’s a part of life, we
could go without the junk mail, but we of course
need to sleep. Have you ever stopped to think

about your time and how you use it? Our time is
precious and so important. It’s so important that
we use it on the things that truly matter. In Psalm
90:12 it says, “So teach us to number our days,
that we may present to You a heart of wisdom.”
Time seems to pass by so quickly as the years

go by, and there are so many things in this world
that can distract us from the things that are most
important. Colossians 3:2 says, “Set your mind

on the things above not on the things of this
earth.” Will you spend a few moments praying

through your priorities and asking God if there is
anything in your life that is taking too much time

away from what truly matters. Pray your own
prayer, but here is one to help guide you.

 
Heavenly Father, each day is a gift from you. In
the busyness of life it’s easy to get caught up in
things that don’t really matter for the Kingdom of
God. Help me to make sure that I am focused on
God, the Word of God, and other people. Those
are the things that truly matter in this life. Help
me to even use the normal routine mundane

activities of life that must be done for your glory
as well. Thank you for this day, lead me to use it

for what truly matters. Amen. 
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What good will worry bring to you? How
does it help you to worry about things

that are outside of your control?
Scripture says in Philippians 4:6-7 “Be

anxious for nothing, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with

thanksgiving let your requests be made
known to God. And the peace of God,

which surpasses all comprehension, will
guard your hearts and your minds in

Christ Jesus.” What an amazing couple
of verses, and what a great guide for
how we should respond to times of

anxiety and worry. Instead of worrying
we should be praying. Worry won’t get

us anywhere, but praying most definitely
will. If you have a worry or concern

today, will you bring it before the Lord?
Seek Him and ask Him for wisdom in

navigating through the decision that you
have before you or a situation that you

are walking through. Pray your own
prayer but here is a guide to help you. 

 
Gracious Lord, at times I worry and

stress over the things that I face in life.
Sometimes I can let too much time go by
that is filled with worry. Lord help me to

take these concerns to you in prayer
instead of letting them run through my
mind over and over again. Would you
give my thoughts peace and rest as I

give these struggles over to you. I praise
you. Amen.

 
 

There is a new and young generation that is
growing up right before our eyes. We praise God

for the number of babies, kids, teenagers, and
young adults that have come into our church in

recent years. So many of us have been Christians
for 30, 40, even more than 50 years. That doesn’t
mean that we have arrived in our Christian faith,
but it should mean we have wisdom enough and
enough spiritual maturity to know that we should
be praying for the next generation. We should

want the Gospel to carry on to our kids, grandkids,
and beyond. Deuteronomy 6:6-7 shares the

importance of passing down Godly wisdom to the
next generation. It says “These words, which I am

commanding you today, shall be on your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your sons and
shall talk of them when you sit in your house and
when you walk by the way and when you lie down
and when you rise up.” We should all be passing

down these important truths from the Word of God
to the next generation. Will you pray today for our
leaders that faithfully serve in these ministries of
our church, Preschool, Children, and Students?

Please pray for Christy MacIlwain, Kristy Hill,
Aaron Sibley, Jim Speights, and Kristi Parker. 

 
Oh Lord, we pray for our kids, our grandkids, and
the generations to come. Help us to teach them
the things of God so that they may continue to

know how great You are. We pray for the
challenges that this new generation will face. Let
them look to you for strength and wisdom. Thank

you for blessing us with amazing leaders to lead in
these ministries of our church. Would you bless
and strengthen Christy, Kristy, Aaron, Jim, and

Kristi as they pour into the lives of the next
generation. Bless them, strengthen them, and use

them. In Jesus’ name. Amen. 
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Our church is filled with people that live in
Brandon, Pearl, Pelahatchie, Puckett,

Flowood, Ridgeland, Jackson, and other
places around this area. What a blessing to
call your city home. Wherever you live, it’s
important to pray for your town or your city.

Your city isn’t just roads and buildings but it’s
made up of people. There are teachers,

police officers, fire fighters, city government
officials, doctors, nurses, and so many

others that make up our town. God has also
placed you in that city to be a faithful witness

in that place you call home. Matthew 5:16
says “Let your light shine before men in such

a way that they may see your good works,
and glorify your Father who is in heaven.”
Will you spend today praying for your city?
That God would move in your city and that

God would use you and churches throughout
your city to make a God sized impact right

where you are. 
 

Lord Jesus, I pray for my town, thank you for
the blessing of living here. Thank you for our

community leaders, our churches, and it’s
people. Would you bless our town and would
you move throughout this place as only you

can do to draw people nearer to you. In
Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
 
 
 

We are all unfortunately sinful people. We all
face temptations in this life. Each of us know

our own temptations and struggles that we can
fall into when our guard is down or when we
might be distant from the Lord. Did you know
that there is no temptation presented to you
that cannot be overcome? In 1 Corinthians
10:13 it says, “No temptation has overtaken

you but such as is common to man; and God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted

beyond what you are able, but with the
temptation will provide the way of escape also,

so that you will be able to endure it.” How
amazing that in every temptation there is also a
way of escape. God gives us this escape route
so that we will not fall into. He also shares that
in any temptation we face we can overcome it,
it’s not too strong for us. So in the temptations

you face in your thoughts and actions, call upon
the Lord for strength to overcome. Trust in the
Lord that you can overcome, and look to the
Lord for the way of escape. Will you spend

today praying through the temptations that you
face. Say them out loud to the Lord and ask the

Lord to strengthen you to overcome them.
 

Heavenly Father, my temptations are always
before me. In times of weariness and times that
I am distant from you, these are times when I

often fall into these temptations. Thank you for
giving me the strength to overcome them, and

thank you for always providing a way of escape
from them. Please continue to strengthen me

and help me overcome. Amen. 
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Today is the final day of our 21 days of prayer. This is a day to
celebrate all that God has done through this season and time of
prayer. For those of you who fasted from something through this

time, would you give thanks to God for sustaining you and
helping you through this fast. This was a focused time for us as a
church to seek the Lord in prayer, but praise God it doesn’t have

to end just because the 21 of prayer is over. Hopefully your
prayer life is just truly beginning to get started. Philippians 4:4

says, “Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say rejoice!” Today
is a day of celebration and rejoicing. Will you take a few moments

to thank God for this time of prayer, and reflect upon the things
He has shown you and taught you through this time. Pray your

own prayer but here is one to guide you.
 

Heavenly Father, you have been so good to me. This season of
prayer has taught me many things about you and many things
about me. You have strengthened me through this and helped
me. I worship and praise you for all that you have done. I’m so

thankful that you have heard each prayer that I’ve prayed and I’m
so thankful for the way you have spoken to me. Today I celebrate

but tomorrow I will continue to pray. Thank you Lord for all that
you are and all that you have given to me. I love you and I praise

you, it’s in Jesus’ name that I pray. Amen. 
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