FIRST PETER OUTLINE
Read Peter using this outline. We will use this outline as we walk through the letter so, as you read through the epistle, read it in light of the outline headings. For example:
· What does Peter say about rejoicing in difficult situations in chapter 1:6-9?
Also, see Biblehub.com for additional information: click here: 
https://biblehub.com/study/1_peter/index.html

Salutation 1:1–2
Prayer of Thanksgiving 1:3–12
Thanksgiving for the New Life 1:3–5
Exhortation to Rejoice Even in Difficult Situations 1:6–9
Old Testament Support for the Christian Message 1:10–12
The Christian Life 1:13–2:10
The Holiness of God as the Foundation of the Christian Life 1:13–16
The Sacrifice of Christ as a Reason for Proper Conduct 1:17–21
Proper Relationships Among Believers 1:22–2:3
The Christian Community as the New People of God 2:4–10
Christian Behavior 2:11–3:22
Introductory Words 2:11–12
Attitude Toward Government 2:13–17
Attitude of Servants Toward Their Masters 2:18–25
Servants should Submit and Endure 2:18–20
Christ’s Example in Regard to Suffering 2:21–25
Relationship Between Husbands and Wives 3:1–7
Relationship of Christians with One Another 3:8–12
Further Exhortations on Christian Conduct 3:13–22
Christian Suffering and Service 4:1–19
Readiness to Suffer as a Result of Obeying Christ 4:1–6
Christian Service 4:7–11
Further Words of Encouragement to Suffering Christians 4:12–19
Admonitions to the Church 5:1–11
To Church Leaders 5:1–5a
To the Whole Christian Community 5:5b–11
Concluding Greetings and the Closing Blessing 5:12–14[footnoteRef:1] [1:  Arichea, D. C., & Nida, E. A. (1980). A handbook on the first letter from Peter (pp. 3–4). United Bible Societies.] 


INTRODUCTION
Video
· https://youtu.be/WhP7AZQlzCg?si=Lm8NZtRtSZ7ZXkB_
Written
Introduction to 1 Peter
Author, Date, and Recipients
The apostle Peter wrote this letter (1:1). He was once a fisherman but now was a disciple, a “witness of the sufferings of Christ” (5:1). He probably wrote the letter from Rome (see 5:13; “Babylon” almost certainly refers to Rome) around A.D. 62–63 during Nero’s reign. The letter is addressed to Christians scattered in “Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia” (1:1). This is an area north of the Taurus Mountains in Asia Minor (modern-day Turkey). These territories had been impacted by Greco-Roman culture and had been under Roman control from the mid-first century B.C.
Theme
Those who persevere in faith while suffering persecution should be full of hope. They will certainly enjoy end-time salvation, since they already enjoy God’s saving promises through Christ’s death and resurrection.
Purpose
Peter is writing to encourage his readers to endure suffering and persecution (1:6–7; 2:18–20; 3:9, 13–17; 4:1–4, 12–19; 5:9) by giving themselves entirely to God (4:19). They are to remain faithful in times of distress, knowing that God will vindicate them and that they will certainly enjoy the salvation that the Lord has promised. Christ’s death and resurrection are the model for believers. Just as Christ suffered and then entered into glory, so too his followers will suffer before being exalted.
Key Themes
I. Those who suffer as Christians will be proven faithful when Christ returns (1:6–9; 2:18–25; 3:13–22; 4:12–19).
II. The church is the new temple, the new Israel, the new people of God (1:1–2; 2:4–10).
III. Believers should set their hope on their end-time inheritance (1:3–9, 13–16).
IV. Christ died as a substitute for sinners. His death is the basis for their new life (1:17–21; 2:24; 3:13–22).
V. Christ’s suffering is an example to his disciples (2:21–23).
VI. At his resurrection, Christ triumphed over his enemies (3:18–22).
VII. Christians should live righteously in their homes and in society (2:11–3:7).
VIII. New life in Christ is the basis for a life of love and holiness (1:3; 1:13–2:3).

