Theological Affirmations for Heartland Pastors and Elders

Biblical Interpretation:  We affirm that the Bible is to be understood by all through the illumination of the Holy Spirit, its meaning determined by the historical, grammatical, and literaral use of the author’s language, comparing Scripture with Scripture (Proverbs 30:5-6; John 3:33-34; II Timothy 3:16-17; Titus 1:2; II Peter 1:20-21; Revelation 22:18-19).

Creation:  We affirm that the book of Genesis is God’s revelation to us regarding how all things originated.  The universe was created by God in six historical days, with human beings directly created, not evolved, in the very image of God, as either biologically male or female from the womb  (Genesis 1; Exodus 20:11, 31:17). 
 
The Fall:  We affirm that Adam, the first man, willfully disobeyed God, bringing sin and death into the world (Romans 5:12-19), and a curse on the entire creation (Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 3:18-25).  The first murder in Genesis 4 led to increasing wickedness resulting in a universal, worldwide flood in the time of Noah (Genesis 6-9), and a reduction in the length of the human lifespan (Genesis 5, 11).  Because of Adam’s sin, all people are sinners from conception, which is evidenced in their willful acts of sin (Romans 3:23; Ephesians 2:1-3).  

Israel:  We affirm that the nation of Israel has a special place in God’s plan both past, present and future, and that all of the promises of God to Israel will be fulfilled both now and at the Second Coming of Jesus Christ to establish His millennium reign (Genesis 12:1-3; 15:17-21; Ezekiel 37-48; Romans 11:25-27; Revelation 20:1-10).

God-Ordained Institutions:  We affirm that God ordained three institutions with unique purposes in society:  marriage, government and the church.
· God established marriage as a covenantal bond between a natural-born man and a natural-born woman to populate the earth, to raise and train children within a family, to provide the couple with loving companionship, help, and joy, and to model the relationship of Christ to the church (Genesis 1:27-28, 2:20-25; Proverbs 1-9; Ephesians 5:21-33, 6:1-4).
· God established civil government to protect its citizens and their rights, to punish evil, and to reward good (Romans 13:1-7).
· God established the church as the entire body of believers with Jesus Christ as the cornerstone and the apostles as its foundation to evangelize, baptize and disciple people of all nations (Matthew 28:18-20; Acts 1:8; I Corinthians 12-14).

Sanctification:  We affirm that the Holy Spirit indwells all who are born again (I Corinthians 12:13), conforming them to the likeness of Christ. This is a process completed only in Heaven. Every believer is responsible to live in obedience to the Word of God and in separation from sin (Psalm 1:1-3; I Corinthians 15:33; II Corinthians 6:14-18).  Doing so produces a distinctly Christian lifestyle which will:  
· Show evidence of the Holy Spirit living within a person such as love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23).
· Love what is good in God’s eyes and abhor what is evil in God’s eyes (Romans 12:9).
· Uphold the God-given worth of all human beings, from conception to death, as the unique image-bearers of God (Genesis 1:27; Psalm 139:13-14).
· Embrace people of all tribes and tongues as part of God’s design for humanity (Deuteronomy 10:19;  Psalm 146:9; Revelation 7:9).
· Uphold chastity among the unmarried (Hebrews 13:4) and the sanctity of marriage between one natural-born man and one natural-born woman (Matthew 19:1-9).
· Refrain from sinful acts that are prohibited by God and include but are not limited to: 
· Blasphemy; participation in devil worship, practice of the occult, astrology, fortune-telling, sorcery, or witchcraft (Galatians 5:19-21).
· Taking of innocent life (Exodus 20:13).
· Denial of birth sex by self-identification with a different gender (Matthew 19:4) .
· Married persons sexually or romantically coupling with a person other than their spouse (Exodus 20:14; Matthew 19:6).
· Sexual relations outside of marriage between one natural-born man and one natural-born woman (Matthew 19:1-9).
· Romantic coupling among persons of the same sex (Romans 1:24-27).

The Return of Christ:  We affirm that the return of Christ for all believers could happen at any moment (Matthew 24:36-25:13). It will be followed by seven years of great tribulation (Daniel 9:24-27; Matthew 24; II Thessalonians 2; Revelation 6:1-19:10), and then the coming of Christ to establish His earthly kingdom for a thousand years (Isaiah 11:8-9; 65:25; Revelation 20:1-10). The unsaved will then be raised and judged according to their works and separated forever from God in hell (Revelation 20:11-15). The saved, having been raised, will live forever in heaven in fellowship with God (Matthew 24:46; Revelation 21-22).


