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QUICK UPDATES
Share any upcoming church events and handle housekeeping for the Gospel Community.

CONNECT
Where, in your life right now, do things feel unclear, messy, or hard to interpret - where you’re not sure what God is doing?

REVIEW

Have someone read the passage out loud from the ESV translation or something similar. Reflect on any insights, questions,
or parts that stood out from the text or the sermon. Then read the summary below.

Esther 2 unfolds in a broken and morally complex world where God is never mentioned and often feels absent. Yet through
a series of ordinary and uncomfortable events, Esther rises to a position of influence showing that God is at work even
when He seems hidden. The chapter resists giving us clear heroes and instead reflects the reality of messy human lives.
Still, beneath the surface, God is sovereignly orchestrating events as part of a much larger redemptive story. This passage
reminds us that God is never absent - He is actively working through imperfect people in complicated circumstances for
purposes far greater than we can see.

LEARN & LIVE
These questions help us grasp the truth of the passage and consider how to live it out.

e What details in Esther 2:1-4 show us what kind of world Esther is living in? What stands out most to you?

e How does Esther 2:8 describe what happens to Esther? What does that reveal about her level of control in the

situation?

e What do we see (and not see) from Esther and Mordecai in this chapter? Why do you think the text leaves it that
way?
In verses 8—17, what repeated words or ideas describe Esther’s experience as she moves through the system?
How does Proverbs 21:1 (quoted in the sermon) help interpret what’s happening with the king in Esther 2?
What evidence in this chapter suggests that something more than chance is happening?
In verses 21-23, what does Mordecai do? How is his action treated in the moment?
According to the sermon, what is the main idea about God’s activity in this chapter?

Where do you see a connection between Esther’s world and the kind of situations we experience in real life?

GO DEEPER
These questions invite us to slow down and wrestle with what’s going on beneath the surface. Use these to go a little
deeper or in your Huddle Groups.
e When life feels messy or complicated, what do you tend to assume about God’s presence?
e Do you tend to judge yourself (or others) too quickly in complicated situations? If you have a story about this you’'d
like to share - please share. What does that reveal about your view of grace?
Where are you tempted to believe that God can only work in the “clean” or “spiritual” parts of your life?
Is there a past season you’ve quietly written off as wasted or outside of God’s work? Why?
Is there a past season that was messy where you’ve looked back and seen God’s work?
How do you respond when your obedience goes unnoticed or unrecognized?

What does your reaction to “hiddenness” reveal about what you expect God to be like?



Where are you currently just “trying to survive” rather than feeling like you’re thriving spiritually?

Where might pride show up in wanting your life to feel more “significant” or visible?

What would it look like for you to trust that your ordinary, unseen faithfulness actually matters to God?

How is the Holy Spirit comforting you or challenging you personally from this discussion? How will you respond
and what will you do differently this week? Is there anywhere you need help to make that happen?

PRAY FOR NEEDS in the GROUP
e Some other ways to pray:
o Pray about one way God spoke to you tonight through His Word
o Pray by name for one person you know who is far from God..
e Pray for this ministry area of Redeemer: Pray for Center Church Brenham..

5 GROUP DISCUSSION RULES
We want to be full of grace as we meet, deepening our relationship with one another and with Christ. These five values help
us know our P.L.A.C.E. in our GC’s and Huddles.
1. Pray - Prayer is a space for confession, struggle, and praise. Keep requests focused on yourself and your
immediate family, so we can pray specifically and personally.

2. Listen - Be present and attentive. Share with humility, be mindful of time, and remember: silence is okay.

3. Apply - Answer honestly. Consider how God’s Word speaks into your life, and what it might look like to respond.

4. Confess - Confession and repentance are signs of maturity. We meet one another with grace, not shame.

5. Encourage - Practical advice is helpful, but truth is better. Speak the gospel into each other’s hearts and stories.
COMMENTARY EXCERPT:

The Search for a Queen and Esther’s Rise (2:1-23)

2:1-4 After an unspecified period, Ahasuerus’ anger has abated. But having issued a decree against Vashti, he cannot take her back. Where he
previously accepted advice from his counsellors, this time he takes it from a youth who suggested gathering all the beautiful virgins in the realm to Susa.
These women would be placed in the harem under the care of Hegai, and whichever one pleased the king would become queen. This represents an
extraordinary expense to satisfy Ahasuerus’ sexual appetite; that he simply accepts it is consistent with his portrayal throughout.

2:5-7 An immediate contrast is drawn as Mordecai is introduced. His status as a Jew is stressed by the Hebrew word order before a genealogy is
provided. This indicates his importance, though the crucial point is that it echoes Saul’s genealogy (1Sam 9:1), even if the significance of this only emerges
later. The Hebrew is awkward but is best understood as suggesting that his ancestor Kish had been among those exiled by Nebuchadnezzar a century
earlier. Not all Jewish families had returned when Babylon had fallen, and his family was among them. Where Ahasuerus was prepared to gather every
beautiful virgin for himself, Mordecai had taken responsibility for his orphaned cousin Hadassah, better known by her Persian name of Esther. Using her
Hebrew name first stresses Esther’s Jewishness. Given the king’s plan to gather every beautiful virgin, the note of her own beauty means she was liable
to be taken to the palace, especially since she was already in Susa.

2:8-11 Along with many others, Esther was taken to the palace and placed under Hegai’s control. There is no indication that Esther sought this. Rather,
she is part of a general gathering of beautiful women. Indeed, throughout this section Esther is said to have done nothing other than obeying Mordecai in
not disclosing her ethnicity, a first hint that the Jews may live under some threat. But though she does not act, Esther won favor from Hegai who advanced
her to a prominent place in the harem. Why this happens is not stated, but it is part of a pattern where things happen to her that bring her to the heart of
the empire. Mordecai meanwhile continued seeking Esther’s welfare, walking about in the palace gate. This was a large area where officials would
congregate, so he is seemingly someone who is recognized in the area and who might pick up information.

2:12—-18 The contrast between Mordecai’s care of Esther and Persian expense is stressed by noting the twelve-month period of beautification for each
woman, a process involving expensive cosmetics. Each woman would spend the night with the king, making clear that this is about sexual gratification,
and would then go to another part of the harem unless summoned again by the king. Esther’s position was hardly desirable. When Esther’s turn came
(some four years after Vashti’s deposal) her family connection is again stressed—this is a Jewish girl caught in the machinations of the Persian court. She
does nothing other than what Hegai suggested. But though she had done nothing to gain favor, she continued to find it, winning “grace and favor” from
the king who made her queen in Vashti’s place. Suddenly, a Jewish woman is at the center of the court, though the king does not know she is Jewish. He
does, however, do what he so often does, hosting another feast which also included the giving of gifts.

2:19-23 Apparently, the virgins not yet presented to Ahasuerus were gathered to be sent home, though this is not developed. Mordecai was still in the
palace gate while Esther continued to obey Mordecai and not disclose her ethnicity. Just as Esther came to a place of prominence, so also information
about a plot by two of the king’s bodyguards to assassinate the king came to Mordecai. He reported this, finding a way to pass the information through
Esther, with the result that the bodyguards were hung, the first of several who meet that end. Mordecai’s deed was written into the Persian chronicles, but
contrary to normal practice, no reward was given. The significance of this becomes clear in chapter 6.

David Firth, Esther [https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/commentary/esther]



