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Let Your Light Shine

5-day Bible reading plan and devotional guide

Day 1: You Are the Light

e Reading: Matthew 5:14-16; John 8:12

e Devotional: Jesus declared, "I am the light of the world," and then told His
followers, "You are the light of the world." This isn't a contradiction—it's a
commission. While Jesus walked the earth, He was the light. Now that He dwells
in us through the Holy Spirit, we carry His light into a dark world. Light makes
the unseen seen, the unknown known. When people walk in darkness, they
stumble over obstacles they cannot see. Your life, illuminated by Christ, can help
others find their way. Consider today: Are you hiding your light under a basket
of fear, insecurity, or people-pleasing? God has uniquely shaped you to shine in
ways no one else can. The world needs your particular brilliance—not a copy of
someone else's light, but the authentic glow of Christ shining through your
unique personality, gifts, and experiences.

e Reflection: What "baskets" have you placed over your light? What would it look
like to remove them today?

Day 2: Shining Together

e Reading: Hebrews 10:23-25; 1 Corinthians 12:12-27

e Devotional: A single candle illuminates a small space, but a city ablaze with
lights can be seen for miles. Jesus described His followers as "a city on a hill that
cannot be hidden"—emphasizing the collective power of believers shining
together. The enemy works overtime to isolate us, to create division, to keep us
from assembling together. Why? Because our combined light is unstoppable.
When we gather for worship, serve alongside one another, and share our
testimonies, we sharpen each other like iron sharpening iron. Your testimony
encourages someone else; their faith strengthens yours. The church isn't just a
building—it's the gathered people of God, and our togetherness creates an
undeniable brightness. Don't forsake gathering together. Your presence matters.
Your light, combined with others, creates an impact that cannot be ignored or
hidden.

e Reflection: How can you prioritize gathering with other believers this week?
Who needs to see your light combined with the body of Christ?
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Day 3: Shine Where You're Planted

e Reading: Philippians 2:12-16; Colossians 3:23-24

e Devotional: We often want to shine where it seems most glamorous, most
appreciated, or most visible. But God calls us to shine where He has planted
us—in our homes, neighborhoods, workplaces, and everyday routines. David
couldn't wear Saul's armor; it didn't fit him. He had to fight Goliath his way, with
the tools God had given him. Similarly, you cannot shine effectively trying to be
someone else. God placed you in your specific family for a reason. He gave you
that job, that neighborhood, that classroom as your mission field. The people
there need to see Christ through you—not a generic Christian, but you
specifically. Shine at home first. Let your family see the fruit of the Spirit. Shine
at work with integrity and excellence. Shine in your community with compassion
and service. Bloom where you're planted, and watch God multiply your impact.

e Reflection: Where has God planted you that you've been resisting? How can
you shine more brightly there?

Day 4: The Character, Conduct, and Conversation of Christ

e Reading: Galatians 5:22-25; Matthew 5:3-12; Romans 10:13-15

e Devotional: Letting your light shine means displaying three essential elements:
the character of Christ (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness,
faithfulness, self-control), the conduct of Christ (being poor in spirit, mourning
with others, showing mercy, pursuing peace, hungering for righteousness), and
the conversation of Christ (sharing the gospel). These aren't three separate
categories but three dimensions of one radiant life. Your character attracts people
to ask questions. Your conduct demonstrates that following Jesus makes a real
difference. Your conversation gives them the answer they're seeking—that Jesus
died for their sins and rose again to give them eternal life. People are watching
Christians, and hypocrisy is one of the greatest barriers to faith today. When we
authentically live out all three dimensions, we become irresistible witnesses to
God's transforming power.

e Reflection: Which dimension needs strengthening in your life—character,
conduct, or conversation? Ask God to help you grow there.
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Day 5: Glorifying the Father

e Reading: John 15:8; 1 Peter 2:9-12

e Devotional: The ultimate purpose of letting your light shine isn't to bring glory
to yourself—it's "that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven." Like someone praising the chef after tasting an incredible cake, people
should taste your life and give credit to the One who made you. You're simply the
messenger; Jesus is the message. When you use your gifts, talents, and abilities
for God's glory rather than your own advancement, you fulfill your created
purpose. When you live with integrity even when no one's watching, you shine.
When you forgive someone who hurt you, you shine. When you share the gospel
with a coworker, you shine. And in all of it, people see not just a good person, but
the goodness of God. Don't hide your light. Don't misuse it for purposes contrary
to God's will. Let it shine brilliantly, authentically, courageously—so the world
sees Jesus and glorifies the Father.

e Reflection: What good work is God calling you to do this week that will point
others to Him? Step out in faith and let your light shine.



