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Hearts of Stone

We live in a culture built on shifting sand. Ideologies change overnight, circumstances turn in an instant, and our human efforts frequently crumble under the weight of life’s trials. But from Genesis to Revelation, Scripture points us to an unchanging truth: God is our Rock, our Fortress, our immovable Foundation, and the Cornerstone of lives.

Over the next few weeks, we will take a journey through the physical and metaphorical stones of the Bible. From the protective fortress of God in Psalms to the wilderness rocks, the rejected cornerstone of salvation, the transformation of our hearts of stone, and our modern identity as living stones…this series will show us the only foundation that cannot be shaken.

24 “Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26 And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27 And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it.”
Matthew 7:24-27

From tough to tears:
	Up		The Iron Giant
	Ole Yeller	Marley & Me
	Toy Story	Cats in the Cradle
	Lion King	The Giving Tree

The Diagnosis
12 They made their hearts diamond-hard lest they should hear the law and the words that the Lord of hosts had sent by his Spirit through the former prophets. Therefore great anger came from the Lord of hosts.  Zechariah 7:12

Grief, sin, and disappointment can do that to us. We turn our hearts into stone so we don't feel pain, guilt, or shame anymore. Stone doesn't break, but stone also can't feel.

The Miracle
26 I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  Ezekiel 36:26

Check your priorities against Christ. Are your marriage, career, and finances squared up to His word, or are you trying to force Him to fit your “blueprint”?



The Result
27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be your God.  Ezekiel 36:27-28

God doesn't just hand us a rulebook and say, 'Figure it out'. He says, 'I will put My Spirit inside you.' Life isn't about trying to imitate a distant God…it's about the Living God changing our hearts and moving us from the inside out.

Ezekiel 36 Promises:
· A new heart
· A new identity
· A new purpose

God is our Fortress, Shield, and Unchanging Rock FOREVER

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – What are the subtle signs in your life that your heart is starting to grow cold or indifferent toward people and spiritual things?

Tuesday – In Ezekiel 36:26, God promises to replace a heart of stone with a heart of flesh. Where do you need the Holy Spirit to soften your heart today?

Wednesday – Read John 8:1–11. How does Jesus' response to the woman caught in adultery balance total grace with unwavering truth?

Thursday – Who in your life are you currently holding a "stone" of resentment, bitterness, or judgment against? What is keeping you from dropping it?

Friday – Pray specifically for someone who has hurt or offended you. Take a tangible step today to extend forgiveness or offer a kind word in place of judgment.
