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The Heart of a Believer

In a world that often views "rules" as restrictive chains, we are embarking on a journey to rediscover the beauty of the boundaries set by our Creator. God’s Word, Written in Stone, invites us to look past the cold surface of the tablets and into the heart of the Law-Giver. We will explore how the Ten Commandments were never intended to be a heavy burden for us to carry, but rather a protective hedge planted by a loving Father. By diving into the moral architecture of God’s Word, we’ll see how His "thou shalt nots" are actually invitations to a life of true freedom, stability, and purpose.

Over the last few weeks we have explored the vertical nature of the first 5 commandments (No God before me, no idols, don’t take the Lord’s name in vain, honor the sabbath day, and honor your mother and father).

Today, we are looking at the remaining five commandments and shift from the vertical application with God to the horizontal application with those around us.

· Thou shalt not murder.
· Thou shalt not commit adultery.
· Thou shalt not steal.
· Thou shalt not bear false witness.
· Thou shalt not covet.
	
The Sanctity of Life
1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. -- 13 “You shall not murder.  Exodus 20:1-2 & 13

21 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ 22 But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment; whoever insults his brother will be liable to the council; and whoever says, ‘You fool!’ will be liable to the hell of fire.  Matthew 5:21-22

We must ask God to replace our malice with His mercy

The Sanctity of Marriage
1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. -- 14 “You shall not commit adultery.
Exodus 20:1-2 & 14

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lustful intent has already committed adultery with her in his heart.  Matthew 5:27-28

We must guard our eyes, minds, souls, and marriages by setting boundaries

The Sanctity of Stewardship
1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. -- 15 “You shall not steal.  Exodus 20:1-2 & 15

28 Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need.  Ephesians 4:28

The gospel doesn't just stop us from taking--it transforms us into givers

The Sanctity of Truth
1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. -- 16 “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.  Exodus 20:1-2 & 16

37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.  Matthew 5:37

Our words must build up, not tear down

The Sanctity of Contentment
1 And God spoke all these words, saying, 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. -- 17 “You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's wife, or his male servant, or his female servant, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that is your neighbor's.”  Exodus 20:1-2 & 17

15 And he said to them, “Take care, and be on your guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”  Luke 12:15

5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  Colossians 3:5

The antidote to covetousness is Christian contentment



The law was given to show us our sin and drive us to the Savior. Today, if you feel the weight of your brokenness, don't try to try harder. Run to Jesus. He takes the law that was once written in stone, and by His Holy Spirit, He writes it on the tablets of our hearts, giving us the power to walk in His righteousness.

8 Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who loves another has fulfilled the law. 9 For the commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfilling of the law.  Romans 13:8-10	

The Second Mile:  Going Beyond Sunday
Let’s dig deeper together to see how God is calling and equipping each of us to reach the lost.

Monday – Who did you encounter today with whom you felt impatience, irritation, anger, or contempt, and how can you actively choose to honor the image of God in them tomorrow?

Tuesday – How can you guard your heart and soul by what you look at and linger on in your heart? How can doing this or not threaten everything else in your life?

Wednesday – Was I entirely honest in my stewardship today—with my time, my financial dealings, and my integrity—or did I cut corners for personal gain? Make it right.

Thursday – Were my words today true and used to build others up, or did I participate in stretching the truth, spreading gossip, or damaging someone else's reputation? 

Friday – When I looked at the lives, successes, or possessions of others today, did it express gratitude for what God has given me, or did I envy (even slightly) and feel discontentment? 
