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Friendly Avenue Baptist Family,  

You may have heard the news earlier this week, but I wanted to write you so that you could hear it 

directly from me. Cassie and I sense that God is calling us to serve Shandon Baptist Church in 

Columbia, SC and I have accepted their invitation to preach in view of a call on Sunday, January 

22. The only reason that we have accepted this invitation is because, as best we can discern, this 

is God’s will for our lives. The most difficult aspect of this decision is that we are likely leaving 

people that we love dearly. Allow me to take a few moments and share our story. These past five 

years, we have served the Lord, loved this community, and I have been able to work alongside you 

– with great joy and with no intention to leave. This summer, a ministry mentor who pastors in Aiken, 

South Carolina, reached out to me about a denominational ministry position in the Southern Baptist 

Convention. He asked me to send him a resume. I sent him my resume but, two days later, I called 

to let him know that I didn’t have peace in my heart about the position. I told him that God had 

called me to pastor, giving my life to preaching God’s Word, praying diligently, leading the church, 

and making disciples. A few months later, unbeknownst to me, he sent my resume to Shepherd’s 

Staff – a church staffing agency – convinced that, after weeks of prayer, the Lord had led him to 

recommend me for the senior pastor position at Shandon Baptist Church in Columbia, South 

Carolina There are several things that I want you to know: 

First, I did not apply to become their next senior pastor, solicit the opportunity, nor did I ask ministry 
friends to send my resume to their search team. Once I was contacted by Shepherd’s Staff, 

Cassie and I decided that – although we had no intention to leave our current ministry assignment 

at Friendly Avenue – we would prayerfully take one step at a time and, after each step along the 

process, we would carefully evaluate what God could be doing or might be doing.  

Second, I am telling you the news today because I want to be honest, transparent, and open with 
you. Rather than preaching in view of a call and, after the fact, sharing the news with you, we want 

to be as transparent as we can with you. I do not want you to hear this news from someone else. I 

want you to know where my heart is and why we are making this decision. I love you and care 

about you. It has been an honor to serve alongside you. We are happy here. My family loves you. 

We love Greensboro. It has been our home for nearly five years now. We are not leaving because 

there are problems. Things are happier and healthier than ever. We have no reason to leave you 

and every reason to stay. The only reason we are going in view of a call is because we believe that 

God is calling us to do so. As I’ve said, “The secret to knowing and doing the will of God is a 

willingness to do whatever God tells us to do, before he tells us to do it.” We are confident that God 

is calling us to take this step of obedience. The only part that is difficult is knowing that we could be 

leaving people that we love. We love you, Friendly Avenue, but we love God and His perfect plan 

more. And we want to obey Him. I want to ask for your prayers. I want you to hear me say that I love 

you. I do not make this decision in haste or take it lightly. There is excitement in following the 

journey of Christ, but there is difficulty in leaving people that you love. But God’s plan, no matter 

how difficult, is always right. The future of Friendly Avenue is as bright as the promises of God. And 

the promises of God are bright, and His mercies are new every day.  

Your Pastor,  

 

Daniel C. Dickard  

 


