
THE OPPORTUNITIES
OF OBSTACLES

Philippians 1:12-18a



Philippians 1:12

I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to 
me has really served to advance the (ESV)



Philippians 1:13-18a

guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ. 
And most of the brothers, having become confident in the 
Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the 
word without fear. Some indeed preach Christ from envy and 
rivalry, but others from good will. The latter do it out of love, 
knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel. The 
former proclaim Christ out of selfish ambition, not sincerely 
but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment. What then? 
Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is 

(ESV)



The Most Important Thing? 

• (1:18)

•
(1:12)



Advance ( )

•

•Describes moving forward despite obstacles, difficult 
progress, or determined advancement.
• Used by the military when preparing a road for advancing the 

army by removing obstructions like rocks and trees.
• Used by trailblazers when removing the underbrush and 

building a path.

•Used 2x in NT



1 Timothy 4:15-16

these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all 
may see your progress. Keep a close watch on yourself and 
on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will save 
both yourself and your hearers (ESV)

Paul makes similar statements about moving forward in spite of 
difficulty in 1 Cor 16:9; 1 Thess 2:2.



2 Timothy 2:9-10

I am suffering, bound with chains as a criminal. But 
the word of God is not bound! Therefore I endure 
everything for the sake of the elect, that they also may 
obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus with eternal 
glory (ESV)



SERVE TO ADVANCE THE GOSPEL?

1. By Allowing Time for 

Personal Evangelism



Philippians 1:13

has become known throughout the whole imperial 
guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ

(ESV)



Imperial Guard ( )

• Latin loan word, Praetorian.
• Established by Caesar Augustus in the time of Jesus.
• Originally described the highest ranking offices and high 

military officials.
• They were so influential in the 1st century, they were called 

-



Philippians 1:13

has become known throughout the whole imperial 
guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ

(ESV)



Philippians 4:22

(ESV)



SERVE TO ADVANCE THE GOSPEL?

2. By Strengthening Fearful Christians



Philippians 1:14

Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak 
the word without fear (ESV)



Terms of Courage

•Confident ( ), 

•Much more so ( ), 

•Bold ( ), 

•Without fear ( )



Defense (apologia)

•A reasoned argument or defense. To give an answer or 
reply [apologetics]



SERVE TO ADVANCE THE GOSPEL?

3. By Accepting Even His Critics



Philippians 1:15,17

rivalry They 
do it out of selfish ambition, not sincerely but thinking 
to afflict me in my imprisonment (ESV)



•
• I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who 

called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different 
gospel not that there is another one, but there are some 
who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ

(Gal 1:6-7, ESV)

• write the same things to you is no trouble to me and is safe 
(i.e. a safeguard) for you (Phil 3:1, ESV)



•

•
• They are not anti-Christ, but anti-Paul
• Jealousy, strife, selfish ambition & partisanship refer to Paul  

• He was the greatest mind of the early church

• He took the gospel to what is now Turkey

• He was the first missionary to Greece

• He waged battle against the legalizers



Philippians 1:18

What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or 
in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice. Yes, and I 
will (ESV)



•

•People who do ministry differently

•Various styles of worship

•Various levels of formality

•Different styles of dress

•People of different backgrounds

•Churches of different sizes



SERVE TO ADVANCE THE GOSPEL?

4. By Allowing the Writing of this Epistle



Application

•God does not cause bad things. He does not promise 
that bad will be good. Only that he can work all things for 
the good of those who love him, who have been called 
according to his purpose (Rom 8:28).



Application

•God does not cause bad things. 

•You maybe do have limitations of your own that could 
be used by God for his good.



Application

•God does not cause bad things. 

•You may have limitations of your own that could be used 
by God for his good.

•Paul was able to encourage his individual readers by 
writing to the church as a whole because they were 
connected.
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Next Steps

• Even though I am not where I want to be in life, I will focus 
on proclaiming Christ.

•
help redeeming those hardships in my life.

• The hardest thing in my life right now is ______________. 
I will ask God to redeem this situation for his glory.

• I need to give grace to those who are preaching the 
gospel of Christ, even if they do it in a different way.


