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HOW TO HANDLE DISAGREEMENTS 
Philippians 4:1-3  |  Charity, Unity, and Gospel-Centered Reconciliation 

BIG IDEA: Because the gospel unites us in Christ, we must practice charity and 
actively pursue reconciliation with fellow believers. 

1. PRACTICE CHARITY FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL  (v. 1) 
“Therefore, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, 
stand firm thus in the Lord, my beloved.” — Philippians 4:1 
 

• Paul addresses the church with deep affection: brothers, beloved, joy, and 
crown. 

• Christian conviction must never become an excuse for contempt, cruelty, 
or personal hostility. 

• Stand firm “in the Lord”—our tone and treatment of others must match the 
gospel we proclaim. 

 
ILLUSTRATION — JOHN WESLEY AND GEORGE WHITEFIELD 
Wesley and Whitefield disagreed publicly and sharply over Calvinism, yet 
they refused to treat one another as enemies. After Whitefield died in 1770, 
Wesley preached his funeral sermon and honored his friend’s zeal and 
usefulness. Their friendship demonstrates that charity does not require 
abandoning conviction; it requires refusing to turn disagreement into 
hostility. 
 
Connection: In necessary things, unity; in doubtful things, liberty; in all 
things, charity. 

 
PERSONAL REFLECTION: Does the way I speak about those who disagree 
with me display the love of Christ? 
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1. PRACTICE CHARITY FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL (v. 1) 

2. PURSUE UNITY FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL (vv. 2-3) 
“I entreat Euodia and I entreat Syntyche to agree in the Lord…help these 
women, who have labored side by side with me in the gospel…” — 
Philippians 4:2-3 

1 Treat fellow members with dignity and respect. 
2 Remember the source of your unity: “in the Lord.” 
3 Recount past experiences of effective partnership. 
4 Remember your shared destiny: names in the book of life. 
5 Ask a mature believer to help you seek reconciliation. 

 

REMEMBER THE SOURCE OF YOUR UNITY — “IN THE LORD” 

ILLUSTRATION — THE MORAVIAN COMMUNITY AT HERRNHUT 
In the 1720s, religious refugees gathered on Count Nikolaus von 
Zinzendorf’s estate at Herrnhut. Different backgrounds and convictions 
soon produced deep division. Zinzendorf visited families, called the 
community back to Scripture, and helped them adopt a brotherly covenant 
in 1727. As they submitted themselves again to Christ, prayer, and their 
shared mission, bitterness gave way to renewed fellowship and spiritual 
awakening. 
 
Connection: Christian unity is not built on identical personalities or 
preferences. It grows from submission to the same Lord. 

 
DISCUSSION / APPLICATION: Am I demanding that another believer 
become more like me, or am I asking both of us to become more like Christ? 
 
ASK SOMEONE TO HELP YOU SEEK RECONCILIATION 

A PEACEMAKER IS NOT… 
• A messenger who carries complaints 
back and forth 
• A partisan recruited to prove one side 
right 
• A gossip who enlarges the audience 

A PEACEMAKER SHOULD… 
• Provide an objective perspective 
• Point both parties back to unity in 
Christ 
• Help them pursue truth, repentance, 
forgiveness, and resolution 
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ILLUSTRATION — JIMMY CARTER AT CAMP DAVID 
In September 1978, Egyptian president Anwar Sadat and Israeli prime 
minister Menachem Begin met at Camp David after years of warfare and 
distrust. The talks nearly collapsed. President Jimmy Carter repeatedly met 
with both leaders, clarified concerns, carried proposals between them, and 
kept them working toward a resolution. After thirteen days, the Camp David 
Accords were signed and helped lead to the 1979 Egypt-Israel peace treaty. 
 
Connection: A trusted third party cannot manufacture love, but can provide 
perspective, restore communication, and help people find a path toward 
peace. 

MY NEXT GOSPEL-CENTERED STEP 
A person I need to approach with greater charity: 
__________________________________________ 
A past partnership or evidence of grace I need to remember: 
_________________________________ 
A mature believer who could help us pursue reconciliation: 
_________________________________ 
One action I will take this week: 
_________________________________________________________ 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.” — Matthew 5:9 
 

Documentation for illustrations: John Wesley, “Funeral Sermon on the Death of the 
Rev. Mr. George Whitefield” (1770); historical accounts of the 1727 Herrnhut renewal 
and Brotherly Agreement; U.S. Department of State, Office of the Historian, “Camp 
David Accords and the Arab-Israeli Peace Process.” 


