A CALL FOR HELP

Daniel 2:1-23 | Congregational Sermon Guide

Central truth: When problems exceed our ability, respond with wisdom, seek God in prayer, and
praise Him for His sovereign power and faithfulness.

|. THE PROBLEM | Daniel 2:1-16

e Nebuchadnezzar is troubled by a dream, but his advisers cannot meet his demand (vv. 1-11).
e The king’s decree threatens Daniel and his companions (vv. 12-13).
e Daniel responds with prudence and discretion, asks questions, and requests time (vv. 14-16).

Key lesson: Pressure does not require panic. Respond with wisdom rather than reacting out of
fear or anger.

Illustration: Abigail met David’s anger with wise, respectful action rather than matching his
hostility (1 Samuel 25).

Questions for personal reflection

1. When unexpected trouble comes, is my first reaction anger, anxiety, avoidance, or thoughtful
action?

2. What situation this week calls for greater prudence and discretion?
3. What difficulty has revealed the limits of my own wisdom or resources?

My next wise step:

Il. THE PRIORITY OF PRAYER | Daniel 2:17-19

e Daniel brings the crisis to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (v. 17).
e Together they seek mercy from the God of heaven (v. 18).
e God reveals the mystery, and Daniel blesses Him (v. 19).

Key lesson: Responsible action and prayer belong together. Bring what you cannot control to the
God of heaven.

Illustration: When Peter was imprisoned, the church gathered in earnest prayer (Acts 12:5-17).

Questions for personal reflection
1. Is prayer my first response to bad news or my last resort?
2. Which believers could | invite to pray with me about a specific burden?

A burden to bring before God:
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Il. THE PRIORITY OF PRAYER | Continued

e How could praying with other believers strengthen my dependence on God even if the
outcome differs from what | want?

Someone | will ask to pray with me:

IIl. THE IMPORTANCE OF PRAISE | Daniel 2:20-23

e Daniel praises God immediately after receiving the answer (v. 19b).
e Praise God for who He is: His wisdom, might, sovereignty, and knowledge (vv. 20-22).
¢ Praise God for what He does: He gives wisdom and faithfully answers (v. 23).

Key lesson: True worship honors God both for His unchanging character and for His specific
mercies.

Illustration: Of ten lepers healed by Jesus, only one returned to glorify God and give thanks (Luke
17:11-19).

Questions for personal reflection

1. Do my prayers include praise for God’s character, or are they mostly requests?

2. What answer to prayer or quiet provision have | failed to thank God for?

3. When God’s answer is not what | hoped, what remains true about Him that | can praise?

My response this week

One problem | will approach wisely:

One person | will pray with:

One specific reason | will praise God:

Closing challenge | From crisis to worship

Name one present problem. Take one thoughtful step. Invite another believer to
pray. Then praise the Lord for His wisdom, power, and faithfulness—whatever the
immediate outcome.

“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever, to whom belong wisdom and
might.” — Daniel 2:20 (ESV)
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