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HOPE
May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace
as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13 

Celebration Luncheon at Texas Annual Conference
 



A friend of mine shared a true story with me. I am going to call it the “red dress
story!” After hearing this story, I asked the Holy Spirit to give me a scripture that
would apply to this event. In doing research for a scripture, I came up on the
story about Philip in Acts 8. A high ranking official in the court of an Ethiopian
queen, had come to Jerusalem to worship. We do not know the name of the
eunuch but we do know that he was reading the words of Isaiah the prophet
and not understanding what he was reading. 

Here is what is important for us. The Spirit “spoke” to Philip and told him to
come up alongside the man’s chariot. Philip was obedient and the story
concludes with the eunuch believing in Jesus and was baptized in water.
Philip was sensitive to the voice of the Holy Spirit and was obedient.

Now for the “red dress story!" My friend’s daughter has a lot of responsibilities in
her life. She is a wife, mother of two young daughters, and works full time.
Adding to her already full life, was the responsibility of closing out the estate of
a family member who did not live near her. At the end of a very busy day of
packing her relative’s household items at the condominium, she thought she
would take a break and go down to the swimming pool. Feeling physically
tired and a bit overwhelmed with all she had to do, she took off her sandals
and put her feet in the refreshing swimming pool. She looked up and noticed a
woman in a nice red dress standing on a balcony in the building. It seemed like
moments later the woman was standing behind her at the pool. The woman in
the red dress spoke these words “He is with you. Everything will be ok.” That
was the end of the conversation.  The woman left but a huge weight was lifted
off of the young woman.  The red dress lady did not know my friend’s
daughter. Hearing this story brought tears to my eyes immediately as well as
his. My friend, who is not one to show his emotions, was moved by the love
God showed his daughter. The "red dress story" impacted both of us.

What we see in this story is that the Holy Spirit wants to use us, as He did Philip
and the red dress lady to bring encouragement to people who need “a word
from the Lord.” Who knows who will be blessed by an act of your obedience?
Are you ready to be used in the days ahead? Be alert and sensitive to the still
small voice of the Holy Spirit speaking to you. 

Proverbs 12:25 says “Anxiety in the heart of man causes depression, but a good
word makes it glad.” Amen!

Love you,

BE ALERT !
THE LORD WANTS TO USE YOU

Judy Graham 

President,
Celebration Women's
Ministry, Inc.
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ABIDEABIDE
Celebration National Conference 2023

March 3-5, 2023

NEW LOCATION:
Hyatt Regency Houston West

13210 Katy Fwy 
Houston, TX 77079

You did not choose Me, but I chose you and
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and
that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask

the Father in My name He may give you.

John 15:16 NKJV

S A V E  T H E  D A T E

Missed Celebration National Conference 2022? You can still
purchase the speaker messages on our website at

celebrationministries.org/e-store/



4 | Celebration Women's Ministry

What a joy it was to gather at the Celebration Luncheon
during the Texas Annual Conference! After two years of
online conferences, we finally connected with old friends
and made some new friends as well. We were excited to
see almost 90 in attendance. 

Our desire each year is to provide a time of respite for the
pastors, pastors' spouses and delegates attending the
Texas Annual conference.  But we didn’t just have a
luncheon, we had a worship service! President Judy
Graham introduced Celebration Women’s Ministry by
sharing the theme scripture Luke 4:18-19 and the vision of
the 3-part focus - Salvation, Healing and Equipping. 
 Worship was led by Christi Gardner focusing on Christ our
hope! In my experience no one sings like Methodist clergy
and laity, and the atmosphere was transformed as God
inhabited the praises of His people. It prepared our hearts
to receive an inspiring word. 

Rev. Dr. Carolyn Moore preached a message on
hope from Romans 15:13, “May the God of hope
fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in Him,
so that you may overflow with hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit.” We were reminded
that the church represents hope to the world.
She challenged us with the question, “What do I
believe God can do?” and called us to dare to
believe that God can do so much more than we
can imagine. Often, we dream too small. We are
discouraged in the waiting, but if we do not lose
hope, it gives us the confidence to live in
expectation. Today, I pray that God, the
inspiration and fountain of hope, will fill you to
overflowing with uncontainable joy and perfect
peace as you trust in Him.

Tina Cropper, VP of Special Events

HOPE
May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace
as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13 

Celebration Luncheon at Texas Annual Conference
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VP of Leadership,
Celebration Women's
Ministry, Inc.

“You will be a woman of bold faith who empowers and encourages those around
you.”  

Years ago, I came running back to Jesus with open arms but still toddling in my
walk with God, yet others could see the calling and purpose God already had for
me.

What does it mean to be a godly woman? The word “godly” in the Bible means
pious or holy. This means we are set apart from all others. Holiness is achieved when
we are new creations in Christ.

John Piper says it best, “The deepest root of Christian womanhood is hope in God,”
and “this hope in God yields fearlessness.”  Becoming a godly woman is digging-
your-heels in the dirt when your marriage falls apart, when your child rebels, when
your career is a mess, or when others around you are following the world.

Our enemy wants to knock us down — blow by blow until we are so wounded in our
hearts and minds that we lose sight of Jesus. He wants us so focused on the mess,
the hurt, and pain that we forget God’s promises of who we really are: Heiresses to
His Kingdom.  

Here are five ways to be a Godly woman:

1. Always stay in God’s Word. Know what the Bible says. Study it. Read it every day.
Understand what scriptures say within context. God’s Word is our go-to source for
wisdom, encouragement, and nourishment. (2 Timothy 3:16)

2.Pray. Ask God to use your gifts, your personality, and your community to further
his kingdom. Ask God to reveal to you the things that matter to Him. (Jeremiah 33:3)

3.Know the things that matter. Hold firm to the beliefs that God has placed heavily
on your heart. When you make a stand for these issues, make sure you know why
God stands for them too. (Philippians 4:8)

4.Speak with gentleness. Always remember whom you represent every time you
open your mouth to voice an opinion or idea. Always, always speak with love.
(Proverbs 15:1)

5.Respect authority. All authority comes from God and He calls us to respect those
He places in authority over us. This includes husbands, fathers, pastors, elders, and
other leaders. (Ephesians 5:22-24)

We ARE Godly women of God-given leadership and we ARE the keys to God’s
kingdom! Sisters, BOLDNESS is acting by the power of the Holy Spirit. Let’s be BOLD
for the sake of the gospel to the glory of God!

In His Great Name,

Kim Bell
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Kim

Do not be
conformed to this

world, but be
transformed by
the renewal of

your mind, that by
testing you may

discern what is the
will of God, what is

good and
acceptable and

perfect. 
Romans 12:2



In the last scene of the movie, The Wind and the Lion (1975), after losing
everything in an ongoing battle with the British, Sherif of Wazan says to
Raisuli, the leader of the Arab army played by Sean Connery, "Great Raisuli, we
have lost everything. All is drifting on the wind as you said. We have lost
everything."

Raisuli (Sean Connery) responds, "Sherif, is there not one thing in your life that
is worth losing everything for?"

As I heard this quote for the first time, my heart was filled with joy and I
declared, "Jesus." 

Jesus is worth losing everything for. So, what do I give to?

Starbucks, Sonic, Walmart, to name a few.

When I give to a cause that shares the good news of Jesus, I partner with that
cause in sharing the good news of Jesus. By partnering with Celebration, I can
make a bigger impact in the lives of women. It's all there in Celebration:
Salvation, Healing, and Equipping! Where Celebration goes, I go!

Consider giving monthly to Celebration. You won't be asked to give
everything... but, when you give, you will multiply your influence in the lives of
women!

Connie Wood, Former VP of Communications for the Celebration National
Board and Partner with Celebration since 2017

CELEBRATION HIGHLIGHT
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HONORING WOMEN
 

KIM BELL
JUDY GRAHAM

BOBBIE LEDBETTER
 

Would you like to honor
someone in our next

issue?
 

Your donation to honor
these women will pass

along the opportunity to
make a difference in
other women's lives
through Celebration.
Donate $25 to honor
each woman who has

made an impact on you!
 

Visit our website and
click DONATE

 

WHY I PARTNER WITH CELEBRATION

Visit our website at
celebrationministries.org/donate/ 
to find out more about becoming a
partner with Celebration Women's
Ministry, Inc.  All donations are tax
deductible.



October
13

          Ninety Six, SC Chapter Event
9:30-11:30 AM | St. Paul UMC
Speaker: TBA

          Nederland, TX Chapter Meeting
Time TBA | Wesley UMC
Speaker: TBA

          Huntsville, TX Celebration Event
4:00-6:00 PM | Huntsville FUMC
Social Event Roundup - CLC

          Ninety Six, SC Chapter Meeting
9:30-11:30 AM | St. Paul UMC
Speaker: TBA

08

08

          Appomattox, VA Celebration Event
9:30 AM - Noon | The Jesus Center
Speaker: Jordan Sparnroft
Theme: God's faithfulness through suffering

Judy Graham .................................................................................. President

Margie Filer ..................................................... Secretary/Interim Treasurer

Christi Gardner .................. VP of Communication/Interim VP of Worship

Kim Bell ...................................................... VP of Leadership Development

Beth Domingue .......................................................................... VP of Prayer

Sheila Davis ........................................................................ VP of Conference

Tina Cropper ..................................................................VP of Special Events

Jeanette Morrissey ...................................................... VP of Administration

Ann Sparks .................................................................................. Bookkeeper

Cindy Masterson / Susan Monroe ................................................. Registrar

Lynn Huckaby ..................................................... Assistant VP of Leadership

Sharon Wright  / Kim Graham ......................... Assistant VP of Conference

Emily Jansky .......................................................... Social Media Coordinator

CELEBRATION CALENDAR

Support Celebration Women's Ministry, Inc. at Smile.Amazon.com!

Connect your account to Celebration:

VISIT https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-0624392

 

5161 San Felipe, Suite 320
Houston, Texas 77056

Celebration Women's Ministry, Inc.

September November

BOARD OF DIRECTORS & TEAMCONNECT WITH US!

LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
facebook.com/celebrationwomensministries/

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@Celebrationwm

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@Celebrationwm

www.Celebrat ionMinistr ies .org

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL
@Celebrationministry
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24                Ninety Six, SC Chapter 
Overnight Retreat
Asbury Hills, Cleveland, SC
Speaker: Valerie Mireb
Theme: The Women Listed in Matthew's Lineage of
Jesus

28-29

          Huntsville, TX Celebration Event
4:00-6:00 PM | Huntsville FUMC
Gratitude Gathering - CLC


