
C E L E B R A T I O N  W O M E N ' S  M I N I S T R Y  N E W S L E T T E R  |  S P R I N G  2 0 2 3  |  I S S U E  N O .  1 2 0

 

 

BREAKING FREE IN 2023!

BREAKOUT EQUIPPING
SESSIONS FOR NATIONAL
CONFERENCE 2023

LIVING IN THE POWER OF GOD"S
LOVE

CELEBRATION HIGHLIGHT

03

07

-
05

02
WITHIN THESE PAGES:

06

Set Free in
2023!

REGISTER FOR
NATIONAL

CONFERENCE
2023



 Deception is still operating because the devil is a liar and the father of lies.
People’s eyes are blinded from knowing the truth.  Jesus said He would send the
Holy Spirit of God who will teach us in all truth. The truth will set us free. [truth
vs deception]
 Shame starts in childhood. Have you ever been humiliated or embarrassed?
Have you ever done something you regretted? Here’s the definition of shame:
painful feeling of humiliation or distress caused by the consciousness of wrong,
guilt, shortcoming or foolish behavior, feeling inferior or unworthy. Shame
causes you to be reluctant or unwilling to do something because of shame or
embarrassment.
 Fear - When we know the love God has for us in Christ Jesus, there will be no
place for fear in our lives. John 3:16, 1 John 4:18, Romans 8:38-39 

“As December 2022 approached, I began praying about what was ahead for
Celebration, the body of Christ, my family and me personally in the year of 2023
again. Many Christian leaders were posting great thoughts for the year ahead. What
came to my mind before Christmas was “set free in 2023.” 

January 1, 2023, I began a year program to read through the Bible. It started in
Genesis and Matthew. This year, as I was reading about Adam and Eve in the
Garden of Eden, there was a revelation revealed to me as I read in Genesis 3. Here is
a quick synopsis of that chapter and what stood out to me.

Genesis  3:1-17 NLT– Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve experienced God’s presence
every day. Walked and talked with Him in the cool of the evening. Ate from the tree
of life whenever they were hungry. Experienced love, peace, joy, a sense of purpose
and well-being.

Then the Fall – Eve was deceived by words spoken by the serpent. He appealed to
her desire to be wise not having to depend on God. When she and Adam ate of the
fruit of the knowledge of good and evil… immediately their eyes were opened to the
knowledge of good and evil and they saw they were naked. They were ashamed.
Later that day in the cool of the evening, God called them. They hid themselves
because they were afraid.

In this story, there were three areas that stood out and entered our world when
Adam and Eve disobeyed God. Deception, shame and fear immediately began to
operate and had never been experienced before by mankind.  They are still in
operation over our lives to keep us in bondage:

1.

2.

3.

Even though sin entered the world by the first Adam, Father God had a plan to
bring us back into relationship with Him. He sent the second Adam, Jesus the Son
of God, to do away with the sin that entered the world through the first Adam.
Deception, shame, and fear have no right to operate in our lives unless we let them.
It is time to be free of these hurts, shame, and anything holding us back from being
all God created us to be. Trust Jesus to bring hidden things to light in your life. He
wants to heal you and set you free. 

Set free in 2023! It is a message for us this year.  

With Love,

Breaking  Free  in  2023 !

Judy Graham 

President,
Celebration Women's
Ministry, Inc.
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Breakout Equipping
Sessions 

JoNell Gerland is a native Texan with a large dose of Cajun
culture thrown in. Her great love is first her Lord Jesus
Christ, her husband Kelly, children and grands and friends.
Having a passion for the Word of God and a heart of a story
teller she shares the Scriptures in applicable ways so that we
can live out of it daily. She has ministered extensively for the
last forty years, bringing a message of encouragement and
hope in 25 nations and all but two US states.  Working
primarily in Africa through the organization which she
founded over 20 years ago, Treasure In Clay International,
by building churches and schools, establishing feeding
programs, building homes for hope, and holding
conferences and pastor’s teaching seminars. This and those
she serves are her great joy. In her books, “Threads of Hope”
and “It’s Almost Suppertime,” she offers encouragement and
practical wisdom for everyday life, sharing from her own
disappointments and victories.  

JoNell is currently serving on the national board for
Celebration Women’s Ministries as the Vice President of
Leadership Development.

This year at National Conference we are offering three breakout equipping sessions in the
afternoon on Saturday! You will be able to choose to attend two out of three. Over the

next three pages are some highlights on the breakout session speakers and what they will
be sharing in March!

 

Knowing you are equipped will be her workshop emphasis. God has uniquely woven into each one
of us the exact strengths and weaknesses to live in and fulfill His calling. Her prayer is that the eyes
of each of our hearts would be open again to hear His call and restore us to His purpose in this
season of our life. We all have a sphere of influence. If you can serve, you can lead. Loving our Lord
and loving His people will take us all where we need to be. 

Speaker Bio

Equipping Session Topic



4 | Celebration Women's Ministry

We all claim to be a disciple of Christ, right? Sure, we are all learners or followers of Christ.
But, are we disciples for Christ, as well? Are we someone who teaches and leads others in Christ?
While this may be a new concept for some, discipling (or mentoring), has been around for ages. It
goes all the way back to the book of Acts!

This session will give you some basic information on discipling, some hands-on ideas, and get you
equipped to disciple within your own church.
 

To learn more about the  upcoming Celebration National Conference, visit:
https://celebrationministries.org/NC23 

You can still register to attend in person or via livestream!

Breakout Equipping
Sessions 

Kim Graham is the pastor's wife at Bon Wier Baptist
Church in Bon Wier, Texas. She has served the
kingdom of God almost 40 years, ministering to all
ages between toddlers and senior adults. 

She delights in edifying the body of Christ through
discipleship. Her desire is for all believers to grow and
mature in the Lord so "we are no longer tossed to and
fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine"
(Ephesians 4:11-14)

Kim resides in Buna, Texas with her husband, Lance, of
31 years. She has 3 married children and 6
grandchildren. She serves as Assistant VP of
Conference alongside Sharon Wright and VP of
Conference, Sheila Davis.

Speaker Bio

Equipping Session Topic
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Catherine Hillsten is married to her high school sweetheart
and has recently celebrated 38 years together! They have two
amazing sons, and she says, “they are super smart because
they chose equally amazing wives!” The oldest, Brian and his
wife Ashley, have their perfectly adorable grandchildren Braden
and Ella (they call her “Mimi”). 

Before retiring in January of this year, she was a science teacher
for thirteen years and then a counselor for 17 years. “Education
is the best and most rewarding field to work in!” She feels
blessed to have been a positive influence in children’s lives. 

Raised in the Methodist church, she has always had a personal
relationship with the Lord. She accepted Christ during summer
camp at Lakeview Methodist Conference Center when she was
twelve and was confirmed and baptized the following fall. She is
currently the Lay Leader at First Methodist Church, Nederland.
She has been attending Celebration events since 2007.

She is a child of God! There has never been a time in her life
that she has not prayed, talked to, or worshiped the Lord. HE is
her life-source. Her life goal is to spread the light of Jesus into
the world!

Breakout Equipping
Sessions 

We need help – at least I do – to keep our eyes on Jesus! The world is
very loud…so noisy…and busy! And that’s putting it mildly! But really, the
world is confusing at best. I know I am guilty of having “squirrel”
moments!

There is nothing confusing about Jesus! So, how do we stay focused on
HIM and share with others what He has done for us? After all, our
scripture for this conference is John 15:16 
You did not choose Me, but I chose you and 
appointed you that you should go and bear fruit, and that 
your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father 
in My name He may give you.

Join me for this EQUIPPING session (with a little Salvation and Healing in
the mix). We will share ideas and learn concrete strategies we can use to
grow HIS kingdom and keep our eyes focused on HIM! We will have fun
and end up more equipped to carry out our mission to bear fruit for
Jesus Christ.  | Catherine Hillsten

JESUS?
Equipping Session Topic

Speaker Bio



VP of Prayer,
Celebration Women's
Ministry, Inc.

19 We love because he first loved us. 1 John 4:19
If we are not careful, prayer can become routine, or something we should do. Like
the pharisees, we can become prideful because we have our morning devo every
day or we have scripture memorized. While both practices are wonderful and
helpful, if practiced without being fully present in those moments, we miss out
what God desires to pour into us. We miss the Power of God’s Love.

The praise and worship song, “The Power of Your Love” was popular in the 1990’s
well into the first decade of the 21st century. At that time, I was leading worship for
Celebration and as well as serving as the Worship Leader in a new church plant
that was about an hour drive from our home. It was a wonderful, faith building
time. “The Power of Your Love” was what I would crank up the sound during long
drives for Celebration or commutes back and forth to the church. The Lord had
been so good to me, and I was doing everything I loved to do for Him! I sang that
song with all my heart as a testimony to His Love.

Suddenly, circumstances changed in that church which broke my heart. I felt like
the rug has been pulled out from under me. In my brokenness, I became bitter and
angry. After months of struggling emotionally and at place in my heart that I
thought would never be healed, it was the Power of God’s Love that gave me
strength to forgive and surrender to His will for me, instead of my own. He poured
out his forgiveness, healing, and love for me. By actively waiting, in His time, He
gave me the strength to pick up my mat and walk.  I was able to soar again…in the
Spirit and in life! I was the one who had wandered, not God. Because you see,
circumstances will always change, God's love carries us through into eternity.
There is nothing more powerful than His Love for us.

I encourage you to take the time TODAY to renew your mind, open the Word and
let Him minister to you. Sit in His Presence and receive all that He has for you. He
will direct your path.  And don’t look back…move forward with Him. Jesus will
never forsake us or leave us…ever!

When we experience His Love and His Presence, prayer comes easy…because God
longs to renew us, to strengthen us, and to answer our prayers. We just need to do
our part. When we do that, even in the waiting we can soar on eagles’ wings… far
above whatever is our circumstance.   He is Jehovah El-Roi. “The God who sees me!”

Thank you, Abba Father, that as I called on you, you were there waiting for me. You
continue to renew my mind, through Your Holy Word and You set me back on
solid ground road with You. Create in me a clean heart, O God and renew a right
spirit within me…. then I will teach transgressors your ways and sinner’s will come
back to You.

Blessings, 

Beth Domingue
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LIVING IN THE POWER OF GOD'S LOVELIVING IN THE POWER OF GOD'S LOVE

Beth Domingue

THE POWER OF YOUR LOVE
 

Lord, I come to You
Let my heart be changed,

renewed
Flowing from the grace

That I found in You
 

Lord, I've come to know
The weaknesses I see in me

Will be stripped away
By the power of Your love

 
Hold me close

Let Your love surround me
Bring me near

Draw me to Your side
 

And as I wait
I'll rise up like the eagle
And I will soar with You
Your Spirit leads me on

In the power of Your love
 

Lord, unveil my eyes
Let me see You face to face
The knowledge of Your love

As You live in me
 

Lord, renew my mind
As Your will unfolds in my life

In living every day
By the power of Your love

 
Geoff Bullock

Hillsong
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HONORING WOMEN
 
 

Would you like to honor
someone in our next

issue?
 

Your donation to honor
these women will pass

along the opportunity to
make a difference in
other women's lives
through Celebration.
Donate $25 to honor
each woman who has

made an impact on you!
 

Visit our website and
click DONATE

 

Honoring Lynn Huckaby
Lynn Huckaby, president of the Nederland Chapter of
Celebration, resides in Nederland with her husband Nick
and their 12-year-old fur baby, Sophie (a doll of a Shih-
Tzu). Lynn and Nick have two adult children and four
grandchildren, and have lived in Nederland since 2010. 

Before retiring, Lynn worked for the City of Beaumont as
Director of the Best Years Senior Center. She loves
travelling, camping, sewing, quilting, and especially
volunteering. Described by her husband as “fun,” she is a
people person and gets recharged by being around others

When asked how her faith has impacted him, Nick said it definitely has made his own faith
stronger. He witnesses her faith on a daily basis, and together they agree that putting God first is
the force behind their happy and successful 36-year marriage. 

Lynn has also impacted the lives of those who serve alongside her.

“She has a true heart for Jesus.” | Pastor Douglas Caldwell

 “She is an angel here on earth!”  |  Catherine Hillsten

 “I love her passion. She is passionate about everything she does.” | Tammy Bell

 “She is definitely a behind-the-scenes person. She does not expect the glory for anything she
does.” | Lisa Spalding

“She is so spiritually vibrant and a beautiful servant of God. We love Lynn coming in to serve in the
business office [at church]. She offers her help and expertise in so many areas in helping us with
office duties. May God continue to shine His goodness within her soul. AMEN!!” | Ramona Guillory

Lynn has served as Assistant to the VP of Leadership position on the Celebration National Board,
and this is what Kim Bell had to say:
“My dear friend and sister-in-Christ, Lynn, is a woman of faith! Lynn is confident because she
understands the divine plan of our Heavenly Father and her role to bless lives. She is confident
that any sacrifice she makes is worth something in an eternal sense. Lynn knows about sacrifice
from knowing of the life of the Savior. I remember when I was talking to Lynn about serving in
Celebration that her immediate response was, “In my career I was able to create events for my
clients and now I will be able to create events for God and His Kingdom!”

Being a witness of her heart and being on the receiving end is what compels me to do better, try
harder, love deeper, endure longer, reach higher, see clearer, and above all, realize the power of
God’s grace and the hope in His promises.

Lynn, I reach out my arms to hug you, to thank you, and to tell you that you’re a living testimony to
the goodness of people and the greatness of God. Love you deeply!”

Lynn Huckaby, today we honor you for shining the Light of Christ in the world! 
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CELEBRATION CALENDAR

5161 San Felipe, Suite 320
Houston, Texas 77056

Celebration Women's Ministry, Inc.

March May

BOARD OF DIRECTORS & TEAMCONNECT WITH US!

LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
facebook.com/celebrationwomensministries/

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@Celebrationwm

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@Celebrationwm

www.Celebrat ionMinistr ies .org

April

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL
@Celebrationministry

If you want your Celebration meeting or event advertised, please send the information to news@celebrationministries.org

          Bristol, VA Chapter Meeting
9:30-1:00 PM 
Speaker: Lee Andrews, MakeLoveYourAim
Ministries from Houston, TX
Contact: BristolCelebrationministries@gmail.com

22

           Eureka, WI Chapter Meeting
9:00-11:00 AM | Rushford Town Hall
3413 County Road K, Omro, WI
Speaker: Katie Schlitz
Contact Karen Neuman - neupine@gmail.com

18

3-5 Celebration National Conference
Hyatt Regency Houston West

Download our  f ree app on the Apple
or  Google Play Store


