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“Sisters in Christ, Sisters for life” is the wording on the bracelet that was a gift
to our Celebration Partners at our recent Conference. The gift was chosen as a
reminder that we are in God’s family and He is our loving Father.  We have our
biological families and some have sisters which is a blessing, but, if not, God
puts the solitary persons in families and Celebration sisters are a special
group. We had several women come to us at Conference sharing about
feeling loved and accepted with us. One woman shared that she had lost
several family members recently and she came because we were family to
her. 

The importance of belonging and knowing where we fit came for me in an
experience I had in January of this year in Dallas, TX. My cousin’s wife passed
away unexpectedly. Elena Griesel was a cousin by marriage but a sister in
Christ and a true sister to me. We shared our hearts with each other, prayed
together often and I could trust her.  It was a very special relationship that
developed over 35+ years. Elena was a Celebration sister and she prayed for
the ministry needs weekly with her Catholic prayer group. 

After the service as we were waiting for the casket to be moved to the burial
site, a man approached me and said “I know you!” I gave him my name and
we then knew we had connected through business dealings in Houston, TX.
He had been a roommate in college with Elena’s son. Finally, he asked “how
do you know the Griesel’s?” He was trying to figure out how I fit in with this
family.I explained that my mother and my cousin’s father were brother and
sister. My mother’s maiden name was Griesel. 

He then turned to his buddies from college that attended the funeral and
said “She’s a Griesel!” He was excited to know where I fit and I had a “whoosh”
Holy Spirit moment. People want to fit and know they belong. The Lord
showed me that we are His family when we accept Jesus. We are daughters
and sons of the most high God.  

In the world we live in, Jesus will be using us to show His love to those He will
lead across our paths. We will shine as Christians and it will be said about us,
“She is a Christian.” We want to include our brothers in Christ, too, because of
what we believe, that makes us all “Sisters and Brothers in Christ, Sisters and
Brothers for life.” 

We are a big family and all have a place to belong. Be ready to be used by
Him in the days ahead!

Love you,

A PLACE TO BELONG. . .  
OUR FAMILY !

Judy Graham 

President,
Celebration Women's
Ministry, Inc.
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Tuesday, May 31, 202212:00 P.M.   |

HOPE
May the God of  hope fill you with all joy and peace
as you trust in Him, so that you may overflow with
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Romans 15:13 

Celebration Luncheon at
Texas Annual Conference

 

Hilton Hotel Americas
1600 Lamar Street
Houston, Texas 77010

 

With special guest speaker
Rev. Dr. Carolyn Moore

Luncheon Ticket - $45
Table - $450

Checks made payable to "Celebration"
(Memo:TAC Luncheon)

 

Register on our website at:
celebrationministries.org/e-store/
Or
Mail this form and check to:
Cindy Masterson
3902 Brighton Dr
Bryan, Texas 77802

NAME: ____________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP: ____________________________________

PHONE: _______________EMAIL:_______________

CHURCH: ____________________________________

For more information,         
 contact:                                         
Tina Cropper at                      
tina_cropper@hotmail.com
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Women from various faith backgrounds, cities, and states
joined together April 8-10 for a weekend of “Rest” based on
the theme scripture from Matthew 11:28, “Come to me all you
who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

Rev. Angela Pleasants kicked off the weekend by describing
“soul weariness,” that we are not just weary physically but
spiritually. She took us all the way back to Genesis to see the
rhythm of creation, and explained how every creature learned
the rhythm except humanity. She then commented, “Jesus
never gave us a strategy to keep going. Instead, in Mark 6 he
tells us to ‘come away and rest a while.’” Rev. Pleasants
reminded us that it is actually disobedience to neglect rest.
Jesus desires to restore our souls, to give us “soul-rest.” On
Saturday we learned about knowing our “Why” instead of the
“What,” and establishing non-negotiables.

In a perfect handoff to Wanda Alger on Saturday
morning, Wanda began by teaching that rest is a
command. She reminded us that our peace isn’t
dependent on the absence of the storm, but on
the One who calms the storm. We then learned
about our spiritual authority in prayer – we shift
from petition to the authority of His word.  She
walked us through an exercise on replacing the
lies that we believe with the Truth. As Wanda
taught through portions of her book, Moving
from Sword to Scepter, we learned about always
starting our prayers in the throne room, and how
to shift from fighting to standing, and from
being a warrior to a ruler. The scepter represents
authority, and she taught us seven ways scepters
are used in scripture. The conference ended on
Sunday morning with Holy Communion 
 followed by a teaching on discernment, and the
all-time favorite pass-through in the tunnel of
blessing. 

Join us next year, March 3-5, 2023!
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My experience this year at conference was amazing!   Holy Spirit
revealed a ‘wall’ or ‘a lie’ that I had in my life that was based on fear.
AND that came crashing down and He restored me with the
fullness of himself.  I now know and believe that all things are
possible and I am willing and available for God to have His way with
me.  Woo hoo to the great adventure!  | Susan Monroe

The topics covered and messages given were exactly what I
needed. I arrived so heavy with soul exhaustion from carrying
burdens and believeing lies. I found freedom and felt chains
break that have long held me down. | Miranda Asmussen

God spoke to me - I am enough! | Shenita Sparks

I just loved being here with women that love Jesus and want to
share their love with the world. | Margie Gordon

I felt the Holy Spirit moving through me and discovered a
new Spiritual Gift on Saturday night after Baptism of Fire. 
| Lauren Hagner



VP of Worship,
Celebration Women's
Ministry, Inc.

My favorite equipping moment from National Conference 2022 came from
Wanda Alger's message on Sunday morning. She was teaching on
discernment and she said that we are meant to be thermostats and not
thermometers. Thermostats set the temperature while thermometers only tell
us what the temperature is at any given moment. Wow! This got me thinking
about how important worship is in setting the atmosphere and temperature of
our homes and our lives. When chaos is swirling around or when I am walking
through a particularly difficult season one of the ways I can get my eyes fixed
back on Jesus is by spending time in worship. 

We live in an amazing time where so much music is available at our fingertips.
Whether it is deep contemplative worship, old hymns, or upbeat praise music,
blasting worship music throughout your house will shift the atmosphere and
most importantly your gaze to the one who is worthy of your every breath. Any
song that lifts up the name of Jesus will make the enemy flee and build up
your soul!

Scripture tells us that something changes when we begin to praise.  2
Chronicles 5:13-14 says "And it was the duty of the trumpeters and singers to
make themselves heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving to the Lord, and
when the song was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical
instruments, in praise to the Lord, "For he is good, for his steadfast love endures
forever," the house, the house of the Lord, was filled with a cloud, so that the
priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud, for the glory of the
Lord filled the house of God." Their worship and praise brought God's presence
and glory in a powerful, tangible way!

In the New Testament, in Acts 16:25-26, it says "About midnight Paul and Silas
were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to
them, and suddenly there was a great earthquake, so that the foundations of
the prison were shaken. And immediately all the doors were opened, and
everyone's bonds were unfastened." Their praise brought them literal freedom
from captivity! 

I encourage you to examine the spiritual temperature of your life today. Are
you walking in grief, despair, and fear or are you walking in joy, freedom, and in
the power of the Holy Spirit? Spend some time in worship, in prayer, and in the
Word of God and be the thermostat and not the thermometer!

Love, 

Christi Gardner
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We Change the AtmosphereWe Change the Atmosphere  
with our Worship!with our Worship!

Christi
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HONORING WOMEN
 
 
 

Would you like to honor
someone in our next

issue?
 

Your donation to honor
these women will pass

along the opportunity to
make a difference in
other women's lives
through Celebration.
Donate $25 to honor
each woman who has

made an impact on you!
 

Visit our website and
click DONATE

 

Honoring Judy Graham
The Celebration National Board had the privilege of
honoring Celebration's co-founder and President,
Judy Graham, at the April board meeting. Prior to
the meeting, VP of Special Events, Tina Cropper,
shared with the other members of the National
Board that she felt like the Lord had given her this
scripture for Judy from Song of Songs 2:1-2  "I am
truly his rose, the very theme of his song. I'm
overshadowed by his love, like a lily growing in the
valley! Yes, you are my darling companion. You
stand out from all the rest. For though the thorns
surround you, you remain as pure as a lily, more
than all others."

This scripture inspired the gift of beautiful stargazer lilies,  a beautiful tiara, and various 
other gifts that the Lord laid on the hearts of the
board members. It was a special time filled with
laughter and tears. VP of Praise and Worship, Christi
Gardner led the team in singing Ray Boltz's classic
"Thank you"  and each one shared with Judy the
impact that she has made through her "giving to the
Lord" and being obedient to the call the Lord has
placed on her life. It was a special time that both
surprised and blessed Judy.

"Dear brothers and sisters, make sure that you show your deep appreciation for those who
cherish you and diligently work as ministers among you. For they are your leaders who care

for you, teach you, and stand before the Lord on your behalf. | 1 Thessalonians 5:12



Judy Graham .................................................................................. President

Margie Filer ..................................................... Secretary/Interim Treasurer

Christi Gardner .................. VP of Communication/Interim VP of Worship

Kim Bell ...................................................... VP of Leadership Development

Beth Domingue .......................................................................... VP of Prayer

Sheila Davis ........................................................................ VP of Conference

Tina Cropper ..................................................................VP of Special Events

Jeanette Morrisey .............................................. Director of Administration

Ann Sparks .................................................................................. Bookkeeper

Cindy Masterson / Susan Monroe ................................................. Registrar

Lynn Huckaby ..................................................... Assistant VP of Leadership

Sharon Wright  / Kim Graham ......................... Assistant VP of Conference

Emily Jansky .......................................................... Social Media Coordinator

CELEBRATION CALENDAR

Support Celebration Women's Ministry, Inc. at Smile.Amazon.com!

Connect your account to Celebration:

VISIT https://smile.amazon.com/ch/81-0624392

 

5161 San Felipe, Suite 320
Houston, Texas 77056

Celebration Women's Ministry, Inc.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS & TEAMCONNECT WITH US!

LIKE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE
facebook.com/celebrationwomensministries/

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM
@Celebrationwm

FOLLOW US ON TWITTER
@Celebrationwm

www.Celebrat ionMinistr ies .org

July

SUBSCRIBE TO OUR YOUTUBE 
CHANNEL
@Celebrationministry

If you want your Celebration meeting or event advertised, please send the information to news@celebrationminstries.org

          Ninety Six, SC Chapter Meeting
9:30-11:30 AM | Cambridge UMC
201 Kitson Street., Ninety Six, SC
Speaker: Debbie McDowell
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