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“Go from your country and your kindred and  

your father’s house to the land that I will show you.   

I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you  

and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.” 

 - Genesis 12:1-2 
 

Welcome to the celebration!  Oh, maybe you didn’t know, 
Lawrenceville First United Methodist Church is turning 200 
in 2023 and this is such a big deal we thought we’d get an 
early start on the celebrating.  For the next 200 days we 
would like to invite you along on a journey towards 200.  In 
the pages that follow you will get to hear the story of 
Methodism, the story of our community, and the stories of 
people you know and love.  I want to encourage you to join 
me in marking the next 200 days through the coming 
booklets and reading along with the story of us.  It will be a 
journey and who knows what twists and turns the next 200 
days might take, but it is a journey towards something. It is 
a journey towards a celebration of what God has done in 
this place and what God will do in this place.   

 

As we’ve been preparing for this momentous occasion I’ve 
been reading a lot of history. Our church was started when 
William Justice Parks was sent by the Methodist Episcopal 
Church Conference of South Carolina to the “Gwinnett 
Mission”.  He preached his first sermon at the log house 
which was being used as the county courthouse right where 
the historic courthouse is now.  I know that Methodist 
Pastors are “itinerant” and we describe ourselves as “sent” 
but that seems like a lot.  Ok Parks, pack up your family and 
head to the edge of the frontier to a new place called 
Gwinnett.  Good luck!  But isn’t that the way that the story 
of faith goes?  When we trust God enough to head in the 
right direction, to begin a journey that is about something 

Thursday, August 4 Day 1  
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bigger than ourselves, God goes ahead of us and makes a 
way that blesses us and those around us.  I’m glad that 
William Justice Parks was willing, just like Abraham to step 
out into what was next. Over the coming days you’ll hear 
story after story about how this church has lived into that 
calling of people being blessed and blessing others.    

 

Like Abraham, I don’t know if Rev. Parks could have 
imagined the impact his faithfulness would have.  I imagine 
it like what God promises to Abraham in Genesis 15, that 
your descendants will be like the stars in the sky.  What an 
image of the impact that these journeys of faith have had.    
I wonder what kind of impact this journey will have?  Will 
there be those of us who will be inspired to a new ministry 
opportunity, a new learning, a new experience, or a deeper 
understanding of God’s presence?  I sure hope so!  For now, 
I pray you will jump in, enjoy the journey, and begin to get 
excited about how God will use these 200 days to prepare us 
for the next 200 years!   
 

Going with you,  

Adam 
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Welcome to the journey: 
  

200 Days  
of Remembering,  

PayingTribute & Reminiscing  
About Lawrenceville 1st  

United Methodist Church 
 

As we begin this journey through the last 200 years over the 

next 200 days, we invite you to take a moment each day, 

read the story, poem, or remembrance.  Look at the pictures 

and pray the prayers. 

LVfirst has had an impact on the community and we know 

we have another 200 years to be the beacon of hope to so 

many. 

As you read through the remembrances, we pray that you 

will be reminded of a time in which you were thankful for 

the people of God called LVfirstUMC and that after reading  

you will be inspired to write a remembrance yourself.   

Please email all pictures and remembrances to; 

turning200@LVfirst.org 

We will gather them and use them in the upcoming books. 

Thank you for being the beacon of hope in an ever-changing 
world. 
 

Sandra Webb, Rev. Deanne Lynch 

Friday, August 5 Day 2  
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 Day 3 Saturday, August 6 

Just as the ringing of 

the bell calls everyone 

to the table, to dinner, 

to school or to church, 

Lord we pray for those 

in our city and 

community who would 

answer the call of 

Jesus. We pray that 

through our actions and 

our words others would 

see Jesus.  We pray that 

Lawrenceville First 

United Methodist 

Church will continue to 

call people into a 

relationship with Jesus.  

We also ask, Lord, that 

you would strengthen 

all of us to call out the 

name of Jesus and 

share God’s abiding 

love and care with 

everyone we see. We 

pray this in the mighty 

name of Jesus. Amen  
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Lord as we pause this day we remember those who have 

gone on before us, who have fought the fight, finished the 

course and now rest from their labors… We thank you for 

each who has listened to your voice, answered your call and 

has strengthened the Body of Christ through their actions 

and their words. I pray your blessing upon each of them as 

they rest from their labor.  We pause to think of Your grace 

and love as we celebrate the day and week ahead of us.  We 

celebrate Sunday as the day for Christian teaching, 

learning, leading, praising and proclaiming.   

Lord, might we experience the assurance of your love as we 

gather as the Body of Christ.  May we open our hearts and 

minds to fully experience Your message.  Send Your Spirit 

upon us so that we might be filled to overflowing so that all 

whom we come in contact with this week would see and 

experience Your love, peace, hope and care. 

We seek to “begin again”.  We seek to live out our faith 

where we work, play, live and love.  As we listen to the 

words of our faith through song, prayer and proclamation 

today might we seek to live out the Fruit of the Spirit: love, 

joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness and self-control.  Help us Lord, to call upon your 

name and give you all that burdens us. 

We pray this in the Name of Jesus, Amen 

Sunday, August 7 Day 4   
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 Day 5  Monday, August 8 

 

“today” in World History 1823 - 1825 

1823 

  R. J. Tyers patents roller skates  

  1st steamboat to navigate the Mississippi River arrives 

at Fort Snelling  

  Georgia passes 1st US state birth registration law in US  

1824  

  J. W. Goodrich introduces rubber galoshes to public  

  Ludwig van Beethoven's 9th (Choral) Symphony, often 

regarded as his greatest work, premieres in Vienna  

  Washing machine patented by Noah Cushing of 

Quebec  

  First Jewish Reform congregation forms, Charleston, 

South Carolina  

1825 

  Ezra Daggett and nephew Thomas Kensett patent food 

storage in tin cans  

  Erie Canal between Hudson River & Lake Erie opens  

  First Passenger Train reaches 15mph 
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Tuesday, August 9 Day 6  

First Methodist Church was first located  

on Oak and North Perry Streets.  

This structure was built in 1891 with weathervane on the 

shingled steeple and a window featuring the Star of David.   

The building was destroyed by fire in 1902. 
 

Lord from the very start of your church here in 

Lawrenceville, you have been guiding and celebrating the 

work done in and through this congregation. What do we 

need to do? How do we need to connect with you so we may 

serve the community?  Help us Lord, Heal us!  Amen 
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 Day 7 Wednesday, August 10 

  

 

As we look back toward the beginnings of the Christian 

Church,  we know there are many denominations today that 

found their roots in the early years of the Methodist Church.  

 

Lord help us to work together realizing we have the same 

ultimate goal—to tell everyone about Jesus. We want heaven 

to be filled with people we know, people from our pasts, 

extended family, all people who through our sharing of our 

relationship with Christ know You more deeply.  Lord help 

us to realize we are all called your children and are part of 

the family of God.  Amen 
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     On April 7, 2016, just after midnight, Christian Momany 
was enjoying the early moments of his 18th birthday when 
he was involved in a roll-over automobile accident. His seat 
belt failed, and he was thrown through the vehicle’s 
windshield, bouncing off the pavement and into a grassy 
patch of someone’s yard. He was soon rushed to the hospital 
while the police notified us of the news. We hurried to the 
hospital where we waited for about 2 hours before we were 
updated on his condition. His injuries included multiple 
fractures on the front of his skull and on his cheekbone, 
bruised liver, kidney, and lungs. His body was covered is 
what is typically called "road rash". The most severe injury 
was damage to his spleen that caused him to lose 3-4 units 
of blood. (Two days later it was discovered that the spleen 
had in fact ruptured and was causing severe internal 
bleeding. He was taken to emergency surgery to remove the 
pieces of what were described as a “popped balloon”.) He 
was breathing via a ventilator and in a drug induced coma. 
Because Christian had enlisted in the Army and had been 
getting himself ready for basic training, his conditioning 
certainly helped his body fight the circumstances. However, 
we were told more than once that his recovery would take 
“months”.  
     Christian was soon taken to ICU and we learned of our 
new “campsite” in the waiting room. Friends and church 
members began to arrive to not only check on Christian but 
his family as well. We were amazed at the number of friends 
who wanted to help in any way. Even though Christian was 
not conscious, he was allowed two visitors at a time. The 
hallway to his room seemed almost a steady stream of those 
wanting to just be with him and pray for him. One church 
leader even held his cell phone over Christian to pray with 
another leader who couldn’t be there.  
     It wasn’t long after the news broke of Christian’s 
accident that the prayer warriors set out on their mission. 

Thursday, August 11 Day 8  Mark Momany 
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The youth of Lawrenceville First United Methodist Church 
organized a prayer service for that night. Students from 
church, friends from high school and band, and several adult 
leaders met to focus on prayers to God for healing. They 
spent the evening in collective prayer. They took the time to 
write letters to all who were involved. They also spent 
individual time laying hands on a prayer blanket that they 
would later take to the hospital. Christian laid with that 
blanket throughout his recovery.  
     As the days crept along, we were constantly amazed of 
the progress reports of Christian’s doctors. We couldn’t help 
but remember what the doctors had said, healing was 
supposed to take months. However, we were told that his 
fractures had already begun to heal and would require no 
surgery. The ventilator was removed with little resistance 
from his body. He spoke, however softly he had to. He 
asked for water and the nurse told him she would give him 
some as soon as she was able. In his own way he raised his 
little finger and whispered “Pinkie swear?” We were only on 
day 4 and we could already see him start to emerge. On day 
6, Christian was on his feet, obviously in a lot of pain due to 
the surgery scar running from his sternum to his navel. But 
he was making headway. On day 8, we were told that 
Christian had come so far that he was to be moved to 
Children’s Hospital of Atlanta to begin physical therapy. We 
couldn’t believe it. But we gave all credit to God and thanks 
to the many prayers. In miraculous fashion, Christian’s 
healing came at such a pace that even the doctors and 
caregivers shared their astonishment. After only a week of 
physical therapy, Christian was sent home to continue to 
healing.  
     (On a side note, while Christian was in ICU, we got the 
chance to meet an older gentleman whose son had been hit 
by a car and was also in ICU. When the church heard about 
Charles and his son, prayer blankets were sent. By the time 
we left the hospital, Charles was sure to let us 

Continued... 
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know that his son had made unexpected improvements and 
thanked the church for the prayers.)  
     Along this journey, Lawrenceville First never let up. We 
were supported in so many ways, not just with prayer. But 
the culmination and rejoicing came on Senior Day at 
church, just a few short weeks after the accident. Here is 
what I wrote shortly after that amazing morning: “What a 
way to spend a day but in God’s house, glorifying Him in 
everything He does. During service today, approximately 35 
high school seniors from the FUMCLV Youth paraded one 
by one in front of the congregation to tell of their future 
plans. “I’ll be attending the University of . . . ”or “I received 
a scholarship to . . . ”, said each senior, naturally proud of 
their accomplishments and future. (And I am thrilled for 
each and every one of them.) Nevertheless, when it was 
Christian’s turn and he slowly walked somewhat bent over 
to the podium, he (without surprise) announced “I’m going 
to the United States Army.” So many people in the 
congregation were responsible for the prayers that helped 
Christian be there today, it was no wonder that as if in 
unison the entire church family stood and cheered, and 
cheered for several minutes. I don’t know if there was a dry 
eye in the house (or at this computer right now.) Thank you 
God so much for such a tremendous church family.”  
     After over a year from the time of his accident. Christian 
became a Marine, something he had wanted to do all of his 
life. And I can assure you, he will be glad to share with 
anyone who will listen about the power of prayer and God’s 
mighty touch. Christian grew up in Lawrenceville First. 
Please know that the Momanys will be forever thankful for 
such a loving church family.  
     Heavenly Father, Thank You for answered prayers and 
the ability to witness Your healing powers. Thank you for 
Lawrenceville First. Please continue to guide them in Your 
service. Amen                                              Mark Momany 

Thursday, August 11 Day 8 continued Mark Momany 
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     Disciple Bible Study  - the best 17 years of my 
experience at Lawrenceville First.  I studied with some of 
the most wonderful spiritual mentors and made many new 
friends along the way.  I enjoyed facilitating and learning 
from those in the class.  Working alongside many dedicated 
leaders and disciples made me yearn more and more for the 
depth of God’s Word and what He wanted to tell me THAT 
DAY!  It was always new – just like His mercies. 
     Disciple Bible Study became one of the most sought 
after seats as its popularity grew and others began to see the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the lives of those who 
participated each year.  It was a big commitment but as 
everyone would testify at the end of the year, it was time 
well spent. 
     I will always be forever thankful that God placed my 
family in this community of believers at exactly the 
appointed time.  He is faithful and trustworthy in all that He 
does – especially at LVfirst. 
 
Father, knowing that you are sovereign and holy gives me 
great peace as I face the world around me.  I can always 
turn to your Word and know comfort.  I thank you for the 
ways that you orchestrate our circumstances and I pray that 
we are always aware and obedient to your direction.  As we 
head into the next years of memories on this holy ground of 
our forefathers, lead us and prompt us to continue to study 
and know you better.  Amen 
 

In honor and in memory of Judy Scoggins, Disciple Bible 
Study Coordinator, friend and Spiritual Mentor to many. 

 
Debe Tanner 

Debe Tanner Day 9 Friday, August 12 
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Saturday, August 13 Day 10  

God of new beginnings and fresh starts, we come before 

your throne of Grace this Sunday morning asking for you to 

wrap your loving arms around each of us. Oh, Abba Daddy, 

we are thankful that you call us your children. May we 

follow your direction, your call and your leadership.  We 

pray this in the mighty name of Jesus, Amen 

Sunday, August 14 Day 11  

Praying without ceasing takes time to develop. One prayer 

technique is to consider the “Amen” as a pause button like 

the one found on the TV remote. Press pause and be silent. 

Prepare for prayer and in assuming this attitude of prayer, 

you are open to receive and are ready to respond. Praying 

without ceasing is an attitude. Think of something you do 

often; looking at your watch, stopping at red lights, hearing 

a horn or siren...each time you experience one of these 

things you can “pop up” a prayer to the Throne of Grace. 
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“today” in World History 1826 - 1830  

 

1826 

 1st Mardi Gras celebration in New Orleans  

 20,000 attend Ludwig van Beethoven’s burial in 
Vienna  

 President Jackson makes an offer to buy Texas, but 
Mexican government refuses  

1829 

 William Austin Burt patents America's first 
"typographer" (typewriter) 

1830 

 New York Stock Exchange slowest day ever  

   (31 shares traded)  

 D. Hyde patents the fountain pen  

  "Mary Had A Little Lamb," was written 

 1st regular steam train passenger service starts  

 

 Day 12 Monday, August 15 
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Tuesday, August  16 Day 13  

The Creek Indian War with the US government (1813-14) 
ended with the Creeks losing their land and man moving or 
being moved to the West from Georgia, Alabama and 
Mississippi.  This freed the land for white settlers. 

Gwinnett County was organized by an act of the legislature 
on December 19,1818 when the state capitol of Georgia was 
at Milledgeville (1807-1868), and William Rabun was 
governor.  Lawrenceville was chartered on December 15, 
1821 as the county seat.  It was named for Captain James 
Lawrence, a naval hero of the War of 1812. 

The county was composed of a group of quiet rural 
communities and unincorporated areas that were chiefly 
agricultural.  Throughout this period Methodist circuit riders 
had made their rounds and preached wherever listeners 
could be found.  The organized work of Methodism in 
Georgia was done from South Carolina until 1830.  
Georgia’s first missionary, Beverly Allen, was appointed by 
Bishop Francis Asbury in 1785 from North Carolina, but he 
failed to report.  Appointed again the following year, he 
reported but did not serve out the year.   He was eventually 
expelled from MEC connection.. 

Bishop Asbury came into Georgia  for the first time on April 
1, 1788 when a meeting was held at the forks of the Broad 
River in what is now Elbert County.  Between that date and 
Jan. 1, 1815.  Asbury made 18 visits to Georgia. 

(excerpt from the First United Methodist Church of Lawrenceville, 1823-1998, 
Virginia C. LeMaster) 

God, just as the earliest residents of Gwinnett sought a 
place of worship, help us to create a welcoming and 
nourishing experience for all who come seeking...seeking a 
relationship with God, seeking the opportunity to share the 
love of Christ throughout this county.  May this be a place 
for all! We pray this in the name of Jesus, Amen  
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 Day 14 Wednesday, August 17 
  

Lawrenceville First United 
Methodist Church is part of the 
Central East District of the 
North Georgia Conference  
of the Southeastern  
Jurisdiction  of the United 
Methodist Church. 

On this day, the middle of the week, might we take a 
moment and realize that God is in the midst of all that 
happens, God is always with those who call upon His name, 

Amen 
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Faith Built through Relationships 
“I thank my God every time I remember you.” – Philippians 1:3 

     When I think back on my years at Lawrenceville FUMC, 
what I cherish most are the relationships. And that is 
somewhat comical considering that I came here looking to 
be anonymous. I was previously at a small Methodist church 
in Vinings, and due to the small size, I was serving on about 
every committee that was formed and I had burnout! So the 
idea of being at a large church where I could enjoy the 
service, but just be one of many, was very appealing. 
Thankfully, however, many wonderful people at the church 
saw me and welcomed me into relationship! Today, so much 
of who I am and the things I am involved in point directly 
back to a relationship formed through the church. 
     The first person I met was Christy Hanlon and she 
invited me to the Genesis Sunday School class, a terrific 
group of believers who were very welcoming and caring. 
Later I met Tracy Bishop and Kay Watson, who invited me 
to join a Singles group that was just forming. From that 
group, I developed one of my most important relationships, 
because it’s where I met my husband, Doug Parrish. He 
attended the 9:30 service and I attended the 11:00 with my 
father, so we hadn’t previously crossed paths. We first met 
at a Gwinnett Braves (now Stripers) game that I helped 
organize as a joint outing for the Genesis class and the 
singles group in May of 2010…. And the rest is history, as 
they say. 

“Therefore encourage one another and build one another up,  
                                        just as you are doing.”         1 Thessalonians 5:11 

     After only two months of dating, Doug encouraged me to 
sign up for Disciple I. He’d previously done all four of the 
courses, but agreed to sign up with me. Looking back, it was 
a big undertaking to do with someone I’d only just met and I 
remember telling him that if we should split, I got to keep 
Disciple! Our facilitator was Barry Blakeley, and we had a 

Thursday, August  18 Day 15 Susan Parrish 
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wonderful class. I’d never done such an in-depth study of 
the Bible and it was the beginning of my ongoing journey to 
grow spiritually and to seek His will for my life. I’ve since 
done Disciples I – IV and Christian Believer. Each class has 
introduced me to many wonderful seekers and my blessings 
have increased through their openness and love. 
     It was in Disciple that Doug and I got to know Jan Jones 
and Toni Callahan of Village of Hope. They were looking 
for someone to start delivering food boxes to a few of the 
extended stay hotels around Lawrenceville. Doug and I 
agreed to help out on a trial basis. That was around 2016. 
Now we go out twice a month to meet some of the 
wonderful folks in Lawrenceville who need a little extra 
help to feed themselves and their families. We’ve been 
blessed to get help from David Taylor and Robin 
Manonmani, along with his family when they can come 
along. We’ve also gotten to know the terrific folks at the 
Lawrenceville Co-op who prepare our food boxes each 
week. 
“And let us consider together how we may spur one another on toward love 
and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of 

doing, but encouraging one another….” – Hebrews 10:24-25 
     Within the last few years, I joined the ladies of Propel for 
evenings of worship, encouragement and learning. Each 
time I’ve had the opportunity to meet women of the church 
and our community that I hadn’t previously met and I’ve 
learned something from each one. During the pandemic 
when Propel had to take a break, Cindy Walters invited me 
to join a small group of women that meet on Tuesday 
nights. Annette Frantz dubbed us TNT (Tuesday Night 
Team), and the group has truly been ammunition for my 
soul. It’s wonderful to be in relationship with this group of 
women who share their hearts, their compassion and their 
knowledge as we grow in Christ together. 
     Most recently, through the Alongsider program, I’ve 
developed a close friendship with Vivian Taylor, who isn’t a 
member of our church, but is involved with Propel. In 

Continued... 
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addition to the time we spend in Bible study, we also check 
up on one another, pray for each other and our families, and 
have included our husbands in a meal together. Vivian does 
a wonderful job of sending encouraging texts throughout the 
week that always put a smile on my face. I wouldn’t have 
met her without Lawrenceville FUMC.    

“For where two or three gather in my name, there I am with them.”  
– Matthew 18:20 

     Of course, I can’t forget my family. My father, Don 
Hughes, has been a member of this church longer than I 
have and I’ll always treasure Sundays in church with him. 
My son, Coleman, was very active in the youth program and 
even though he is in North Carolina now, the friendships he 
formed there are still his closest. 
 
I believe God led me to LV First, so that I could be 
surrounded by this thriving, caring and faith-filled 
community of believers. 
 
Father, I am so thankful for the relationships that have been 
formed through Your church. As Paul said in his letter to the 
church at Philippi, “I thank my God every time I remember 
you. In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy… And this is my prayer: that your love may abound 
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that 
you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure 
and blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ – to the glory 
and praise of God.” Amen 
 

 
Susan Parrish13 

Thursday, August  18 Day 15 continued Susan Parrish 
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Gayle Bricker-Stockinger Day 16 Friday, August 19 

“keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious 
Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you 

may know him better." Ephesians 1:17 
 

     When thinking about what this church has 
meant to me, a lot of things come to mind. Our 
family have been members since about 2005, but 
my husband and I did not get very involved until 
about 2010 (after retirement). We got involved 
with a wonderful adult Sunday school class, the 
Serendipity, and made wonderful connections 
with so many other members. I begin to hear a lot about the 
Disciple courses that the church was promoting and I 
wondered if that should be something I should try. I have 
been a Methodist all my life and never doubted my belief, 
well, maybe a little bit during those college years. I did get 
to thinking that although I knew my place in my faith, I 
really did not know the Bible that well. Oh sure the parts 
you hear read to you every Sunday, but never the whole 
meaning of it. I decided that perhaps at my age maybe I 
should get a better understanding of what that book was all 
about. In the fall of 2015, I signed up for Disciple One and 
agreed to 32 weeks of study. What an impact that had on 
me, we pretty much covered the whole Bible in that time 
and the one thing I learned is that the more you discover the 
more there is to learn. I decided to try Disciple Two the 
following year and this went on until the spring of 2021 
completing all 6 Disciples studies. It has been a wonderful 
experience for me and I am so thankful that this church has 
promoted and supported this wonderful study course for 
Christian believers.   

I have also had the opportunity to meet so many fellow 
members of this church and become friends. With teachers 
like Pam, Steve, Chuck, Norris, Cindy and Gene and so 
many fellow classmates like; Joan, Bettye Jo, Jody, Susie, 
Delane, Chris, Maureen, Cindy, Erick, Bill, Ashley, Vick, 

Continued... 
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Here we are once again, Saturday, a day in which we often 
cram SO MUCH. We seek to complete all of the errands, 
tasks and more which have piled up. May we see you in the 
cleaning of the places we live.  Help us Lord, to truly 
experience your love and forgiveness. Help us to  hear from 
others.  We celebrate and thank you for the care you offer. 
We thank all who participate in the comfort.  We also thank 
you for the nurses and medical staff who are caring for 
those hospitalized.  We also pray for the patients undergoing 
surgery and healing. Show us how to be Jesus.   Amen 

Saturday, August 20 Day 17  

Patrick, June, Gwen, Sandy, Diane, Anna, Mike, Cathy, Jan, 
and Toni. The fellowship with all these folks will last 
forever. Again, all I can say is thank you so very much to 
the First United Methodist Church of Lawrenceville for 
being there and providing the opportunity to further grow 
my faith in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gayle Bricker-Stockinger 

Holy Father, you who are all-knowing and wise, teach me 
your ways. Be there to help me continue to seek your 
wisdom and insight. I pray that your Spirit will reach out to 
all to seek your wisdom and to walk in the path that you 
have laid for all of us. Praise be to your Son and our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen 

Friday, August 19 Day 16 Gayle Bricker-Stockinger 
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“today” in World History 1831 -  

  Edwin Budding of England signs an agreement 

for manufacture of his invention, lawn mower. 

Saturdays are destroyed forever 

  Horse beats 1st U.S. made locomotive (near 

Baltimore) 

 London's re-

organized 

police force 

(Scotland Yard) 

 Day 19 Monday, August 22 

 Day 18 Sunday, August 21 

Good morning Lord! Help us to wake fully and to praise 
God’s Holy name throughout the day, not just during the 
worship services but in everything we do.  Help us to 
worship you every moment of every day, not just for an hour 
on Sunday morning. God of Grace and Peace ,might we 
sing praises to our God and listen deeply to the words we 
sing.  May we realize your love and care for our families 
and neighbors.  May we continue to show your love to 
whomever we come in contact with. Help us to draw our 
love and forgiveness from you.  May we share Your love 
with everyone we come in contact with. May they see 
Christ’s love in all we say and do.  Help us Lord to praise 
you, honor you and see your way.  Amen                 
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Convening on February 20, 1823, the Methodist Episcopal 
Church Conference of South Carolina sent William Justice 
Parks as preacher to Gwinnett Mission, a circuit in the 
Athens District in Georgia wherein lay Lawrenceville.  
Parks, a naive of Franklin County, Georgia, had been 
married preaching his first appointment only the year 
before.  He preached his first sermon in Lawrenceville in 
1823 at the log house which was being used as the county 
courthouse. 

Samuel K. Hodges was the presiding elder of the Athens 
district. There were 462 members in Gwinnett Mission 
Circuit in 1824. 

W.J. Parks was reappointed on February 19, 1824 to serve a 
second year. 

On February 16, 1825, Wiley Warwick was appointed to 
Gwinnett  Mission Circuit and William Arnold became the 
presiding Elder of Athens district.  In 1828 the Mission 
Church had grown to 1351. 

At that time there were three churches in Lawrenceville: 
Methodist, Baptist and Presbyterian  The Methodist 
Episcopal Church, with 
the cemetery beside it, 
was a small wooden 
building of simple 
structure.  The cemetery 
remains today on the site 
of the intersection of 
Crogan and East Pike 
Streets. 

 

 

 

(excerpt from the First United Methodist Church of Lawrenceville, 1823-1998, 
Virginia C. LeMaster) 

Tuesday, August 23 Day 20  
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John Wesley's 
Methodist plan of 
multiple meeting 
places called cir-
cuits required an 
itinerating force of 
preachers.  A circuit 
was made up of 
two or more local 
churches 
(sometimes re-
ferred to as socie-
ties) in early Meth-
odism.  In American 
Methodism circuits 
were sometimes 
referred to as a 
"charge."  A pastor 
would be appointed 
to the charge by his 
bishop. During the 
course of a year he 
was expected to 
visit each church on 
the charge at least 
once, and possibly 
start some new ones.  

Peter Cartwright (1785-1872) described the life of the circuit- rider. He wrote in his 
Autobiography: "A Methodist preacher, when he felt that God had called him to 
preach, instead of hunting up a college or Biblical Institute, hunted up a hardy po-
ny, and some traveling apparatus, and with his library always at hand, namely, a 
Bible, Hymn book, and Discipline, he started, and with a text that never wore out 
nor grew stale, he cried, 'Behold, the Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the 
world.' In this way he went through storms of wind, hail, snow, and rain; climbed 
hills and mountains, traversed valleys, plunged through swamps, swollen streams, 
lay out all night, wet, weary, and hungry, held his horse by the bridle all night, or 
tied him to a limb, slept with his saddle blanket for a bed, his saddle-bags for a pil-
low. Often he slept in dirty cabins, ate roasting ears for bread, drank butter-milk for 
coffee; took deer or bear meat, or wild turkey, for breakfast, dinner, and supper. 
This was old-fashioned Methodist preacher fare and fortune." 

from: In Early American Methodism by Dr. Robert Simpson 

 Day 21 Wednesday, August 24 
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Thursday, August 25 Day 22 Lyneice Glover 

Friday, August 26 Day 23 Elaine Martin 

When our daughter visited the youth group as a middle 
schooler and came home so excited to go back the next 
Sunday, I was amazed at what she said. For a middle 
schooler to come home saying, “I can’t wait to go back to 
church next Sunday…the youth pastor is preaching 
on___________.” I don’t remember what the sermon topic 
was because I was so amazed that was her answer….not so I 
can see my friends, not because of the fun games or great 
music…what the pastor was preaching on…so impactful! I 
knew then this is where we belonged.  

 

Lord, we pray that we might have the same welcoming spirit 
now as was felt by this family many years ago. Amen 

Lyniece Glover 

Kept by the Power of God 
 By Elaine Martin, previously published 

Day 13, Friday, August 29, 2008   
 

Scripture: 1Corinthians 1:28-31 

Some of my most memorable and life changing blessings 
were learned from very ordinary persons.  Those who know 
and love God teach us without even being aware of doing 
so.  Children in their innocence have much wisdom.  Jesus 
said we must come to Him in childlike faith. 

When we are ready to admit that self-effort is not the key, 
we are ready to avail ourselves of all God has given us in 
His risen Son!  To be in Christ-that is redemption; but for 
Christ to be in us—that is sanctification.       

To be in Christ makes us fit for heaven; but for Christ to be 
in us-makes us fit for earth.  One makes heaven our home-
the other makes this world His worship. 
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Can any situation possibly arise, any circumstances, for 
which He is not adequate?   How much then can Jesus do 
through you and me?  (Colossians 2: 9-10) 

Recently, I read all through the history of the Church, every 
spiritual awakening and every mighty movement of God has 
been the consequence of a return to the basic teachings of 
the Bible, and inevitably in reverse, such a genuine spiritual 
awakening has always produced Bible—believing 
Christians (read Joshua.) 

Lawrenceville FUMC is blessed to have wonderful Bible 
believing ministers and staff.  Because of our Bible studies, 
prayer groups, Sunday School Classes, etc…, God has 
blessed us but, as a congregation, we  are called to pray 
without ceasing and to hold up their hands in prayer, praise, 
and worship. 

Now we are asked to focus on the church throughout the 
world —our city, state, USA and all nations.  Jesus left not 
only the disciples instructions to go into the world, he 
included us also.  We are to pray for unity in our diversity; 
and allow Jesus to love and change them through us.  There 
is nothing impossible with God. 

This is a little poem that has stuck with me through the 
years from the musical, “For Heaven’s Sake.”   
 

Please use this poem as a prayer… 

One man awake,   

can awaken another;  

the second can waken  

his next-door brother,  

the three awaken rose a town  

by turning the whole place upside down.   

The man awake can make such a fuss,  

that it finally wakens the rest of us. 

One man up, with dawn in his eyes 



 

28 

 Saturday, August 27 Day 24  

As you read today’s prayer, John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer, 

ask God to reveal to you where in your life you need to 

align with God’s call on your life.  A call is when God 

equips you and you are invited to call your people face to 

face. Through prayer I can do all things. Remind us every 

time we gather as Christians that everyone has a call, 

everyone is special in God’s eyes and he is very thankful for 

our continued growth in our knowledge of Jesus. 
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Lord as the summer months draw to a close, help us to 

realize the rejuvenation found in new schools, new sports, 

and new routines (or starting back old routines that have 

been set abide through the summer months when things 

aren’t as hectic).  As we slip into this routine might we 

always experience you, your guidance and your love in a 

deeper way.  Help us to turn to you for every kind of heart 

matter.  Help us to live out Christ’s values and ways so that 

every person whom we come in contact with will realize 

their place in your family!  What a privilege that you call us 

your children, but we also confess for those times when we 

didn’t follow your way or ask for you guidance.  We ask for 

your forgiveness and ask that you would show us the things 

in our hearts and in the way we act toward others that are 

not pleasing to you. Lord, we thank you for your patience 

and your love toward us. We seek to have that same Agape 

love so that we can find peace in you; a peace that passes 

all understanding and that heals all the hurts: mental, 

physical, spiritual and corporate. 

Guide us great Jehovah. We ask for traveling mercies for all 

who are traveling, whether vacation, business or daily 

routine.  Keep them alert and seeking your peace along 

life’s roads, paths, highways and freeways…   Amen 

 

 Day 25 Sunday, August 28 
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“today” in World History 1863 

 Organized baseball played in San Francisco for 
1st time 

 Pony Express began between St. Joseph Missouri 
and Sacramento California 

 Republican Party nominates Abraham Lincoln for 
president 

 U.S. Secret Service created 

 1st aerial photo taken in U.S. (from a balloon), 
Boston 

  U.S. Secret Service created 

 Telegraph line between Los Angeles and San 
Francisco opens 

 On his phonautograph machine, Édouard-Léon 
Scott de Martinville makes the history of sound 
recording named oldest known recording of an 
audible human voice. 

Monday, August 29 Day 26`  
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Continuing with an excerpt from  the first page of 
Virgina LeMaster’s historical account recorded in 
book entitled: The First United Methodist Church of 
Lawrenceville, 1823-1998  

The US Indian Removal Act of 1830 authorized the 
removal of the Cherokee and Choctaw Indians from 
Georgia and other eastern areas west of the 
Mississippi River.  The “Trail of Tears” led them to 
western land and reservations, making more land 
available to white settlers.  Legend has it that 
Cherokee markings on beech trees in the area were 
indications of buried gold, estimated to be about 50 
million dollars worth in Northeast Georgia, some in 
Gwinnett. 

In 1871, the Southern Railroad came to Gwinnett 
and the towns of Norcross, Duluth, Suwanee and 
Buford were found along the lines.  Buford MECS 
was established August 19th of 1871 and placed in 
the Lawrenceville Circuit. It was moved in 1874 to 
the Duluth Circuit long with Level Creek, Suwanee, 
Mt. Zion, Flowery Branch and Sardis Churches from 
Lawrenceville circuit. 

By 1871, the county was slowly but surely 
recovering from the war between the states.  
Because of  the railroad, population increased 
greatly. 

Lord. Help us as we seek to care for those who have 
been displaced and those who continue on the path 
of healing and recovery after loss. Amen 

 Day 27 Tuesday, August 30 
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written by Jeremy Steele, from the UMC.org website. 

1. Asbury had little formal education but founded many schools. 

Asbury was born into a working-class family in England. Though he 
learned to read the Bible by age 7, he had to drop out of formal 
education at age 12. While he was not as well educated as many of his 
peers in the early Methodist movement, he nonetheless valued 
education highly and founded several schools in North America. 
Asbury was also a pioneer in the Sunday school movement that sought 
to provide education to children who would not have access to it 
otherwise.  

 

2. He was a bad preacher: According to John Wigger, author of 
“American Saint: Francis Asbury and the Methodists, "Asbury was a 
terrible preacher." This is particularly interesting as Asbury lived in a 
time when Methodist pastors were judged primarily on their ability to 
speak in public. Rather than being eloquent, his sermons were 
disjointed and almost impossible to follow.1 

 

3. Asbury lived a life of voluntary poverty 

Asbury rarely owned much more than he could carry on horseback 
and fought to keep the wages for the Methodist ministers low. His 
own salary never rose above $80 a year.  

 

4.He travelled over 130,000 miles  

Asbury was relentless in his quest to spread scriptural holiness across 
the entirety of North America. To that end, he rode over 130,000 
miles, crisscrossing the Appalachian mountains 60 times on 
horseback.  

 

5. His lack of a private life underscored his piety. 

Asbury’s life of simplicity and extensive travel meant he spent most 
of his days on horseback and most of his nights as a house guest.  

 

Continued on Pg 39 

Wednesday, August 31 Day 28  

http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/denominationalfounders/francis-asbury.html
http://www.christianitytoday.com/history/people/denominationalfounders/francis-asbury.html
http://www.seedbed.com/francis-asbury-episode-22/
http://www.seedbed.com/francis-asbury-episode-22/
http://www.seedbed.com/francis-asbury-episode-22/
http://www.pitts.emory.edu/collections/digitalcollections/exhibits/asbury-coke.cfm
https://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/uploaded/564154452a9e41.32228711.pdf
https://www.christianhistoryinstitute.org/uploaded/564154452a9e41.32228711.pdf
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 Sandra Webb Day 29 Thursday, September 1 

     My Husband Fred and I became members of 
Lawrenceville First United Methodist in the summer of 
1969 after moving to Lawrenceville when Fred was hired as 
Gwinnett County Director of Family and Children's 
Services. Douglas Gibson was our pastor and we were 
worshipers in the building where the Aurora Theatre is now 
located. From the first Sunday we attended Lawrenceville 
First we felt welcomed and completely accepted as 
members of a loving Christian community. Soon after 
joining the church Reverend Gibson asked us to become 
members of the young married class that was just being 
formed. Joe McMillian and Fred were recruited to be 
teachers of the class. That class was eventually renamed the 
Wesley Class. What a blessing for us the Wesley class 
turned out to be!   

     The experience that made a great impact on both my 
husband and me was our participation in the Disciple Bible 
studies program. Fred became actively involved from the 
beginning and was one of the first members to be trained as 
a facilitator. A few years later in 2004 while we were both 
involved in these studies Fred was diagnosed with stage 4 
pancreatic cancer and was given only a few month to live. 
Immediately after the diagnosis we experienced what it 
means to be surrounded by true Christian love. We felt 
God's love and strength through the love, prayers and visits 
from our Lawrenceville First church family, especially the 
Wesley Sunday School class, our Disciple groups and our 
pastor Davis Chappell and former pastor Charles  Farr. The 
love and support I received from my church family through 
Fred's illness and death and later the illness and death of our 
daughter Anna is indescribable. 

     This church has been blessed with wonderful pastors and 
with dedicated Christian leaders. May God continue to bless 
Lawrenceville First Methodist. 

Continued... 
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Bruce Fowler Day 30 Friday, September 2 

    I was involved with the campground committee for many 
years.  20 years ago the campground was not in as good a 
shape as it is now.  We didn't have Franco the Excellent, we 
didn't have Betsy as the project manager Extraordinaire for 
camp meeting, nor did we have Jeff Poynter Esquire as the 
staff liaison in those days.  But as time passed we were able 
to make improvements incrementally.  It seems as if every 
year some new effort would come to the forefront of what 
was needed. 
     One year we were in the midst of a comprehensive 
campground electrification project.  For those that read this, 
the abundant power distribution, was not always there.  It is 
a relatively new development. 
     During that time, I was waiting in line for our most 
excellent covered dish supper (it was NOT potluck) one 
evening and struck up a conversation with a gentleman (I 
believe it was Jim Northcutt) who was a retired electrician 
and had been on the campground committee in years 
past.  He told me a story of how one year they had pulled 
some wiring into the arbor, as best they could, so it could be 
lit up for camp meeting.  Somehow the fire department got 
involved and advised that they couldn't do that, it was a fire 
hazard.  The man told the fireman "OK, I guess we'll just 
have to light up the arbor with candles this week".  As you 
can imagine the fire department thought better of their 
position and allowed the arbor to be lit electrically.  

Bruce Fowler 

Almighty God,  Thank you for showing your loving presence 
through the people who have been called to be your 
disciples. We are able to find peace whatever the 
circumstances when we have the assurance that you are 
always there. Continue to lead and guide us so we may be a 
blessing to all those who need to be shown Christian love 
and support.  In Jesus name, Amen                 Sandra Webb 

Thursday, September 1 Day 29 Sandra Webb 
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As the heat of the summer begins to fade away and the 

cooler crisp air creeps in, might we have an established  

routine to spend time with You God and to read and 

meditate on your word.  During this time, might we realize 

God’s love and care.  God you are the same God in the 

beginning of time as you are the God of the moment, God of 

the details and God of the consistent.  God we thank you for 

all the ways you have blessed us and call us your 

children...as we spend time with you, Lord, we pray that we 

will be less disobedient!  We know that you desire nothing 

less than a close relationship with you.  Help us to 

reallocate our time so that we are spending more time 

reading, studying, praying, meditating and having “Holy 

Conversations.”  We are overwhelmed that you seek to love 

us more and more each hour of the day and each day of the 

year! We apologize for those times that found us out of your 

will. Thank you for loving us exactly where we are but 

loving us so much that you will not leave us there. 

Lord help us to care for others and bear witness to them. 

Lord, might you fill us with the Holy Spirit and give us the 

words to say when we find ourselves in difficult situations, 

but just as you give us the appropriate words, slam our 

mouths shut if we are not to say something.  May every 

situation be pleasing to you, our Maker, Redeemer and 

Friend. Amen 

Saturday, September 3 Day 31  
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Sunday, September 4 Day 32  
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“today” in World History    - 1870 

 1st trans-U.S. rail service begins 

 Postcards 1st used in U.S. 

 New York Times dubs baseball "The National 
Game" 

 Congress authorizes registration of trademarks 

 Old Faithful Geyser is observed and named by 
Henry D. Washburn during the Washburn–
Langford–Doane Expedition to Yellowstone. 

 U.S. Weather Bureau begins operations             
(24 locations) 

 Louisa Ann Swain of Laramie, Wyoming 
becomes the first woman in the United States to 
cast a vote legally after 1807. 

 Georgia becomes last confederate to be 
readmitted to U.S. 

 

 Day 33 Monday, September 5 
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More LVfirst history from: The First United Methodist 

Church of Lawrenceville, 1823-1998 By Virginia LeMaster 

The census of 1850 registered 11,257 persons in Gwinnett 

County.  A cotton mill was founded in Lawrenceville in 

1851 but was burned by Union troops in 1864.  A new 

Methodist Church was build in 1854 on property deeded to 

the trustee by the academy located thereon,  The indenture 

of September 6, 1853 was re-recorded on March 22, 1880 in 

book P, Page 320, “for the sum of five dollars in hand the 80 

feet square corner lot #79, beginning at a rock corner near a 

persimmon, hath been granted, bargained... and sold to the 

Methodists to have and to hold for their sole use and 

benefit.,”… Academy Trustees; James M. Gordon, Jesse 

Murphy, J.W, Harris, Matthew Crawford, Elias David Elias 

Norton Jesse Lowe and William _______. 

While the building was being completed, the Methodists 

worshipped in the church building tendered to them by the 

Baptists which was also located on the academy property 

“on the hill” north of the historic courthouse square.  The 

Baptists used the Presbyterian Church building which was 

also located thereon.  Fairview Presbyterian had built a 

mission church in 1850 on the hill, where Sunday School 

was held regularly. 

On January 19, 1861, Georgia seceded from the United 

States of America. answering the call for troops were 2000 

of Gwinnett’s finest.  Among the officers: William E. 

Simmons, Tyler M Peeples, Lovick P. Thomas, and Samuel 

J. Winn.  

Tuesday, September 6 Day 34  
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written by Jeremy Steele, from the UMC.org website. 

Continued from page 32 

6. He was more widely recognized face—to—face than either Thomas 
Jefferson or George Washington 

 

7. Asbury broke down racial and gender barriers. Throughout his 
ministry, Asbury made places for men and women regardless of race 
or social standing to exhort believers, pray and even preach. His 
readiness to challenge the status quo was not without its 
complications, but his willingness to stand up for justice was central 
in empowering Richard Allen and James Varrick to found African-
American branches of Methodism.5 

 

8. His was the 15th equestrian statue unveiled in Washington, DC 
Asbury’s influence was celebrated by President Calvin Coolidge on 
Oct. 15, 1924, when an equestrian statue was unveiled in his honor. It 
was the 15th such statue in the nation's capital. Previous ones depicted 
the likes of George Washington and Joan of Arc. On that day, 
President Coolidge said, “How many temples of worship dot our 
landscape; how many institutions of learning, some of them rejoicing 
in the name of Wesley, all trace the inspiration of their existence to 
the sacrifice and service of this lone circuit rider! He is entitled to rank 
as one of the builders of our nation.” 
 
9.During his leadership, American Methodist membership, grew from 
600 to over 200,000! 
Asbury was 26 when he answered the call from John Wesley to come 
to North America as a missionary. When he arrived in 1771, the 
Methodists were a small group. Through his incredible dedication that 
led to preaching over 10,000 sermons and ordaining over 2,000  

 Day 35 Wednesday, September 7 

https://coolidgefoundation.org/resources/speeches-as-president-1923-1928-11/
https://coolidgefoundation.org/resources/speeches-as-president-1923-1928-11/
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For surely I know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, 
plans for your welfare and not for harm, to give you a future 
with hope.     Jeremiah 29:11 

 

     July 23, 1993 was Friday of Camp Meeting. It had been a 
dry and hot summer. Mark and I were at Gwinnett Medical 
Hospital with his mom. It was a small hospital in 1993, the 
medical buildings surrounding the hospital hadn't been built 
yet. As I was standing at the window looking towards Hwy 
316, I could see a rain cloud over the camp ground. I told 
Mark, look it's raining at the campground. We found out on 
Sunday that Margaret Hamilton Adams had ask God for 
rain. With the sign of rain Margaret went back to school and 
became an United Methodist minister.                            
Carolyn Keller 

 

Dear Lord, open our hearts so that we may see the signs of 
your presence and know the path you have for us. Amen 

Thursday, September 8 Day 36 Carolyn Keller 

In 1989, we as a family had been looking for a church 
home.  A young couple, that we knew, invited us to come to 
LVfirst.  Every Sunday we would drive from Lilburn to 
Lawrenceville, passing eleven churches on the way.  The 
more we visited, the more we liked coming to this church. 

 

In 1992, a new program was introduced to our church by 
our then Associate Pastor, Rev. Allen Stewart, called 
Disciple and Bible Enrichment Studies.  I had been wanting 
to be involved in some kind of Bible study and then this 
opportunity was offered not only to one but also to the 
whole congregation.  I asked Rev. Stewart about the 

Friday, September 9 Day 37 Beverly, Lynn & Meredith Austin 
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program, and if it would be something that would benefit 
me.  He encouraged me to get involved in the first study 
entitled, “Becoming Disciples through Bible Study.” Later 
there would be a total of five more studies that would 
complete the Disciple program. 

 

Needless to say when I started this journey, I never dreamed 
I would stay so involved in this study for as long as I did.  
First as student through the four studies and then as a 
facilitator, complete a total of sixteen years with this 
program. 

 

It became a family affair when my husband and daughter 
became involved in the Disciple program  My husband went 
on to complete five studies, including twice through 
Disciple IV, under the Disciple umbrella.  Our daughter 
completed both the Youth Disciple I Bible Study and 
Disciple II, “Into the Word and Into the World.” 

 

This program not only enriched our lives but many others 
who dedicated themselves to read, to study and to 
participate weekly.  This program continues to transform 
and enrich people’s lives every year.   

 

Father God, we give You this day and every day.  We look to 
You for the wisdom You so freely give.  We cast all our cares 
on You, knowing you have our ultimate best in mind.  Guide 
our hearts, our 
mind and our 
steps as we look 
forward to a 
new day.   

Amen 
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God of creation and  celebration, we pause this day to come 

into your presence and to experience you new this day.  

Lord, just as the mornings are turning a little cooler, they 

are a refreshing reminder of your presence with us and your 

love.   Just as the wind blows, might the Holy Spirit  blow 

through our hearts and renew them so that we may fully 

worship you, God. 

Help us, dear God, to realize and live into the joy of 

Worship -  Not just the hour on Sunday morning but help us 

to make it  a part of our every day life. Worship draws us 

closer to your reality, your memories, your celebrations…  

we want nothing more than to be in your will and in your 

way. 

Might we remember that God goes before us to lead the 

way. God is beside us so that are held up in the days we can 

hardly wake and walk the day.  Lord be with us in all we do. 

Lord be in front to lead the way, be behind us so you are 

there to pick us up. Lord be beside us, but most importantly 

Lord within us so that all who we come in contact with will 

know we belong to you. 

We pray this and so much more in the blessed name of 

Jesus. 

Amen 

Saturday, September 10 Day 38  
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  Day 39  Sunday, September 11 

Written by: 
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“today” in World History    - 1873 

 

 John D. Rockefeller, Jr., American businessman and 

philanthropist is born (d. 1960) 

 Hawaii signs a treaty with the United States granting 

exclusive trade rights. 

 Robert Frost, American poet and playwright is born. 

 Levi Strauss markets blue jeans with copper rivets,  

      price $13.50 dozen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  1st U.S. zoo opens in Philadelphia 

  Herbert Hoover, American engineer and politician,  

        31st President of the United States is born 

 1st cartoon depicting elephant as Republican Party 

symbol, by T Nast 

Monday, September 12 Day 40  
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