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Tuesday, September 13 Day 41 LV first history 

More LVfirst history from: The First United Methodist 

Church of Lawrenceville, 1823-1998 By Virginia LeMaster 

The General Conference of Methodist Episcopal Church 

South, meeting in Atlanta in May of 1878 authorized the 

organization of special missionary agency.  The Discipline 

states: “This society shall be called the Woman’s 

Missionary Society of the Methodist Episcopal Church, 

South.”  Its object was “to enlist and unite the efforts of 

women in the work of sending the Gospel to women in 

heathen lands, through the agency of female missionaries, 

teachers and Bible readers.”   

That very day auxiliaries began to organize in Georgia and 

eleven of them sent delegates to an organizationa meeting in 

Marietta, GA on November 30, 1878.  Very shortly 

thereafter (exact date unknown) an auxiliary was organized 

in the Lawrenceville MECS.   Charter members were:  

- Mrs. Elizabeth M Melton  

- Mrs. Tyler M. Peeples (Alice)  

- Mrs. Samuel J. Winn (Sarah)  

- Mrs. Tandy K. Mitchell (Fellie)  

- Mrs. William E. Simmons  

- Mrs. Francis T. Pentecost (Mary Louise) 

 

In 1880, the four churches in the circuit were: 

Lawrenceville, New Hope, Prospect and Pleasant Hill 

(Dacula) 
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UM history Day 42 Wednesday, September 14 

The Methodist Episcopal Church (MEC) was the oldest and 

largest Methodist denomination in the United States from its 

founding in 1784 until 1939. It was also the first religious 

denomination in the US to organize itself on a national 

basis. In 1939, the MEC reunited with two breakaway 

Methodist denominations (the Methodist Protestant 

Church and the Methodist Episcopal Church, South) to form 

the Methodist Church. In 1968, the Methodist Church 

merged with the Evangelical United Brethren Church to 

form the United Methodist Church. 

The MEC's origins lie in the First Great Awakening when 

Methodism emerged as an evangelical revival movement 

within the Church of England that stressed the necessity of 

being born again and the possibility of attaining Christian 

perfection. By the 1760s, Methodism had spread to 

the Thirteen Colonies, and Methodist societies were formed 

under the oversight of John Wesley. As in England, 

American Methodists remained affiliated with the Church of 

England, but this state of affairs became untenable after 

the American Revolution. In response, Wesley ordained the 

first Methodist elders for America in 1784. Under the 

leadership of its first bishops, Thomas Coke and Francis 

Asbury, the Methodist Episcopal Church adopted episcopal 

polity and an itinerant model of ministry that saw circuit 

riders provide for the religious needs of a widespread and 

mobile population. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_denomination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Religious_denomination
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist_Protestant_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist_Protestant_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist_Episcopal_Church,_South
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Methodist_Church_(USA)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_United_Brethren_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_Methodist_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Great_Awakening
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelicalism
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Church_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Born_again
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_perfection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_perfection
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thirteen_Colonies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Wesley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Revolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ordained
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elder_(Methodist)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bishop_(Methodism)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_Coke_(bishop)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Asbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Asbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_polity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Episcopal_polity
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Itinerant_preacher
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circuit_rider_(religious)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Circuit_rider_(religious)
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    In the middle of August, after the crops were harvested, 
the car engine would turn off in the parking space among 
the trees and dirt roads of the Lawrenceville Methodist 
Campground. We attended the weeklong camp meeting. 
Mother spoke of my first meeting. I was placed on a blanket 
on a bed of straw under the arbor. I was less than a year old. 
Later in life all the camping gear crept out of the barn onto 
the truck. Off we went joined by locals and relatives from as 
far away as New York. My sister, Jeweldean would make 
her annual pilgrimage. The Methodist Campground 
provided me with many beautiful memories.  

     I purchased a 
commemorative-
colored print 
created by the 
artist, Kristie 
Chamlee for my 
mother. It is a 
layered composition, 
starting at the top of 
the page and in 
descending order, 
depicting drawings 

of buildings that housed the Methodist Church from its 
earliest days to its present-day location. The old church on 
Oak Street was destroyed by fire and was rebuilt in 1902 on 
Pike Street. This is where my journey begins, but not in that 
year! The last drawing points out where the Methodists 
moved in the 1970s beginning with the small new chapel 
and upon completion, the main sanctuary on West Crogan. 

     I was christened at the church on Pike Street as a baby. 
One of my earliest memories in Sunday School is a 
depiction of Noah’s Ark on a table in the classroom. 
Growing up I walked down the aisle to the alter with ten 
other young people. About age 10, most children would be 

Thursday, September 15 Day 43  Joyce Jones Reed 

By Kristie Chamlee 
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entering the third grade. At this time, we received our 
bibles. I attended various age-appropriate Sunday School 
classes and MYF (Methodist Youth Fellowship). I attended 
vacation bible school and worked in the nursery. But soon it 
was time to leave the comfort of home and I was off to the 
University of Georgia. During a winter college break, not 
with the pageantry of Christmas, I visited my mother while 
she was working at Belk. She promptly informed me that I 
would oversee arranging the floral design for the altar urns. 
“Mother, why would you choose February when your 
garden flowers are not in bloom! What am I to do?” 

     “Find something green. Some collards, some magnolias 
stems, go down to the cellar and I have some dried garlic 
balls,” she said. And she headed off to work. And much like 
that art print, I stacked things together and made an artistic 
statement on either side of the altar in February. 

     Methodist churches routinely change pastors because the 
tradition’s founder John Wesley, believed it was best that 
people hear from different preachers. Appointments are for 
one or more years, but pastors can be reappointed to the 
same church. Somehow one pastor stayed with us 12 years. 
Given that philosophy, we had our share. It was not 
uncommon for our pastor to sit at my mother’s table for a 
delicious southern cooked meal. One of our favorite pastors 
was a widowed parent with a 2-year-old girl. She would 
spend the weekend under my supervision and her father 
would join us for dinner. We stayed in touch after he left the 
church along with other pastors. Mother helped provide 
linens and supplies for the parsonage.  

     My father was a steward elected by the congregation to 
help in the practical life of the church. It is voluntary and 
“no task or job is big or small only thinking makes it so.” I 
am sure he approached his tasks with the same calm and 
humor he  exhibited around our home and small acreage on 
Pike Street.      
                           (Joyce Reed’s story continues on Day 44) 

Continued... 
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(Joyce Reed’s story continued from Day 43) 

I am sure when it was time for my mother’s beautiful green 
ferns that adorned our porch to move to the cellar, he would 
make every effort to comply. One just must ask, likewise, at 
the church.  

     After college and an early teaching career, I was married 
in the church in a beautiful candlelight ceremony at 6:00 in 
the evening on June 21, 1958. Later in 1960, twin boys at 3 
months old were christened in the church. I carried docile 
Scotty down the aisle while their father carried Sandy, the 
crying brother. My father’s funeral was held in the small 
chapel on West Crogan. My mother’s 90th birthday and 
later 100th birthday was celebrated in the splendid new 
Family Life Center. Pastor Davis Chappell said, “He had 
never waited in a line that long, not even for Santa Claus.”  

    In 1982 my second marriage was celebrated at the 
Lawrenceville Methodist Campground. Another celebratory 
passage for me in a familiar place. Again, the Campground 
is in my heart. 

     Before my children, I was an educator in the Atlanta 
Fulton City Schools.  Our pastor drove a fellow UGA 
graduate and me to Atlanta to meet his old military buddy in 
the Atlanta school system. He had been his Chaplain during 
WWII while engaged in military operations in Europe. We 
sat on an office sofa as the gentlemen reconnected. When 
the conversation was over, “What is your name and what 
grade would you like to teach? A letter will be in the mail 
confirming your assignment.” The men said their goodbyes 
and we were employed as teachers! As my sons grew, the 
Gwinnett County Personnel Director, approached me after 
the choir completed its program. He said,” Joyce, we need 
you to teach in the school system here.” A few phone calls 
were made. Childcare for my twins were made available.  
Once again, I was offered a teaching position through my 
association with the church. 

Friday, September 16 Day 44  Joyce Jones Reed 
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     Upon completion of the sanctuary for the First United 
Methodist Church of Lawrenceville, requests for church 
furnishings in remembrance of past church members was 
much needed. I chose to honor my parents, Loraine and 
Vanus Jones with the gift of an altar cross, inscribed with 
their names on the back of the base. On Sundays, as I 
admire the cross, sitting in pews purchased by families in 
remembrance of their friends and loved ones. These gifts 
acknowledge the success and sacrifice made by those who 
came before us. I think how blessed I have been through my 
association and dedication to the United Methodist Church 
of Lawrenceville. Thanks to W. Dorsey Stancil’s book, 
Vanishing Gwinnett, which provided a historical timeline of 
the church and photos that anyone would enjoy! Thanks to 
Kathy Wages for writing this story after letting me ramble 
on!!                                                                   

Joyce Jones Reed 

 

I pray the First United Methodist Church of Lawrenceville 
will stand for another 200 years living in faith every day. 

By Kristie Chamlee 
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Saturday, September 17 Day 45 Prayer 

 

Lord as I think of all the wonderful things you have blessed 

me, my family, the community and world with I am 

overwhelmed!  I am in awe of the depth of your love.  I 

come before your throne of grace seeking your face, seeking 

your love and guidance in all we do! God of enduring 

presence I ask that you be with all who seek your Word and 

your Will.  Might we find our rest in you.  As we begin this 

second part of our 200 day journey help us to remain 

faithful to spending time with you, Christ.  For you, Lord, 

are the Rock on which we stand everyday,everyway. Amen 

Sunday, September 18 Day 46 Prayer 

 

Lord you are our Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 

end.  You are the Rock and the anchor in a storm.  You are 

the plumb line, gate and doorway…  As we reflect on the 

days gone by, we reflect on the love you have shown us.  

Please forgive us for the times we failed to act the way you 

would want us to act. Help us to realize the areas of our 

lives we need to place under your direction.  Help us to 

continue each day to be your beacon of hope in a dark and 

hurting world.  Please give us the words to say when we 

come across someone who does not yet know you. Give us 

the knowledge of what to say so that they might begin to 

know you better.  You desire for all to know you more fully. 

We pray this in the mighty name of Jesus. Amen 
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 Day 47 Monday, September 19 

  

“today” in World History    - 1874 - 1876 

 

 The University of California opens its first medical 

school in San Francisco, California.  

 Susan B. Anthony is fined $100 for attempting to vote in 

the 1872 United States presidential election. 

 Yale University Yale, Princeton University Princeton, 

Columbia University Columbia, and Rutgers University 

Rutgers universities draft the first code of American 

football rules.  

 Silver Dollar becomes legal US tender.  

 The first indoor ice hockey game or first ever organized 

indoor game of ice hockey is played in Montreal, Canada 

as recorded in 'The Montreal Gazette'.  

 Captain Matthew Webb became the first person to swim 

across the English Channel, traveling from Dover, 

England to Calais, France in 22 hours.  

 Brigham Young University is founded in Provo, Utah  

 Alexander Graham Bell applies for a patent for the 

telephone, as does Elisha Gray.  

 Colorado is admitted as the 38th U.S. state. 

 Thomas Edison receives a patent for his mimeograph. 



 

10 

 

Tuesday, September 20 Day 48  LV first history 

1892-1902 
1973-1983 

1920-1973 

1983-1998 

1904 
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LVfirst history from: The First United Methodist Church of 

Lawrenceville, 1823-1998 By Virginia LeMaster 

McKendree MECS was organized in 1883 following a 

revival preached by Rev. Kosciusko Read (Lawrenceville 

PC) and Rev. W. Maltbie Winn. By 1884, the first church 

building was constructed and was used for a church and 

schoolhouse.  In 1896, a second building was built, and in 

1906, a new church structure was built on the site.  

McKendree continued on the circuit with Lawrenceville 

until moved to the Rock Springs Circuit in 1947. 

The August 1885 campmeeting was a great success.  Rev. 

William Asbury Dodge, leader of the Holiness Movement 

was scheduled to replace PE W. A. Parks, but he too failed 

to appear.  The crowds were immense at the campground, 

and the Spirit abounded.  “There was a much shouting and 

rejoicing - the horn blew.” With much prayer and praise the 

meeting which began on Saturday night lasted until AM 

Sunday “before the sound of rejoicing died out.”  Those 

preachers who led the worship services were: Josiah Lewis, 

Jr., James L. Fowler, James L. Perryman, William Maltbie 

Winn, James M. Armstrong, and Samuel D. Evans. Several 

local preachers and the Presbyterian pastor also joined in the 

preaching.  

In 1891, Southern Railway built a mainline through Dacula, 

Lawrenceville and Lilburn. Seaboard Air Line RR also laid 

tracks through the County with depots at Dacula, Gloster, 

Grayson, Lilburn and Luxomni. 

UMC History Day 49 Wednesday, September 21 
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The Who…  
“I am the Alpha and the 

Omega,” says the Lord God,  
“who is, and who was, and who 

is to come, the Almighty.”  
Revelation 1:8  

    As we begin the 200 days of 
celebration prior to the 200th 
Anniversary of the founding of 
our church in Lawrenceville 
(established February 1823), we 
begin to ask, “Where are we?... 

Where did we come from? and Where we are going?...” 
They are ALL important questions to ask of ourselves and 
of our church.*  
 

Billy Graham famously tells the story of Albert Einstein on 
a train as the Conductor walks in, announcing his routine - 
“Tickets! Tickets! Tickets, please!” Dr. Einstein searches 
diligently for his ticket…. without success. When the 
conductor reaches Dr. Einstein, he is still searching every 
pocket, fold and paper in his briefcase, now quite panicked.  
 

The Conductor calmly tells him that it is OK; that they all 
know who he is, are certain that he bought a ticket and not 
to worry about it. The Conductor moves on through the rest 
of the car punching everyone’s ticket and - as he is 
proceeding to the next car - notices Dr. Einstein is still 
looking feverishly for his ticket – crawling around on the 
floor looking under the seat!  
 

The Conductor rushes over to Dr. Einstein and reiterates that 
it is OK… they know who he is, to which Dr. Einstein 
replies, “Yes, yes, yes… we all know who I am. I just need 
to be reminded of WHERE I AM GOING!”  
 

Is that question as important as “who we are” and “where 
we’ve been?”  
 

Thursday, September 22 Day 50 Ed Stanley 
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So over the next 200 (or so) days, we will be looking at 
where we are; where we’ve been, and – most importantly - 
where we are going. It is our heritage as children of the 
Living God to do so. After all, He is the One who is, who 
was, and the One who will be. Where He goes – there we 
will follow, no?  
 
What will we be doing now for those who will be looking 
back on us after the next 200 years!?!?!  
 
Lord help us to be the ones who will dedicate our pasts, our 
presents, and our futures to the advancement of your Good 
News; that your name would be glorified by all! 

 Ed Stanley 
Turning 200 Task Force Co-Chair  

Norris Garmon Day 51 Friday, September 23 

I have many memories involving this Church but one of 
my fondest memories is a memory involving my departed 
wife, Andrea. She was a member of this Church for most of 
her life and this was the only Church that she was ever a 
member. I never attended the Church at the original location 
that later became the Aurora Theater but she did. I remember 
we attended the first Christmas Canteen there. We were 
standing in the lobby when she got my attention then pointed 
to a location in the second floor and proudly said "that was 
my Sunday School class and Margaret Tanner was my 
teacher." That wasn't the only time she pointed that out, as it 
seems each time we went to a play there, she brought her 
memory to my attention again. Now her memory is my 
memory and by sharing it, it has also become yours! 

 Norris 
God of us all, thank you for the reminders of those who have 
led others to know about you.  Might we share your love with 
others so that they too will be part of the family of God, 
Amen 
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Saturday, September 24 Day 52 prayer 

God, you are our refuge and strength. You are who we turn 

to no matter what is going on in our world. You guide our 

way and are always present and ready to love us as your 

children.  What a privilege it is that you call us your 

children but just as you call us your children we ask for your 

forgiveness for those times when we do not do what you ask 

us to do and also ask for your forgiveness for those times 

that we hurt others when we don’t realize we have done it… 

the times we don’t talk to someone who feels there is no one 

who cares… the times you ask us to reach out to the one 

who feels they don’t need your love and guidance oh, God. 

Lord we ask for your help that we might be attuned to what 

you have for us and where you want us to connect with 

someone who doesn’t know you.  May your love shine 

through our “weaknesses” and our “cracks.” We pray this in 

Jesus name, Amen 

Sunday, September 25 Day 53 prayer 
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 Day  54 Monday, September  26 

 

“today” in World History    - 1877 

 

 1st Easter egg roll held on White House lawn 

 In Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania the first Groundhog Day 
is observed.  

 With the passage of the 'Lei Áurea' ("Golden Law"), 
Brazil abolishes slavery. 

 The Coca-Cola Company, then known as the Pemberton 
Medicine Company, is Incorporation (business) or 
incorporated in Atlanta or Atlanta, Georgia.  

 United States President Grover Cleveland signs a bill 
admitting North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana and 
Washington (state) called Washington as U.S. states.  

 The Eiffel Tower is officially opened to the public at the 
Exposition Universelle (1889) known as Universal 
Exposition in Paris.  

 The first jukebox goes into operation at the Palais Royale 
Saloon in San Francisco.  

  The United States Congress establishes Sequoia 
National Park. 

 Yosemite National Park is established by the United 
States Congress named U.S. Congress. 

 The Wrigley Company is founded in Chicago known as 
Chicago, Illinois.  
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Tuesday, September 27 Day 55 LV First History 

LVfirst history from: The First United Methodist Church of 

Lawrenceville, 1823-1998 By Virginia LeMaster 

In 1891, the Methodists began plans to build a new and 

larger church. It was to be an ornament to the town and a 

great convenience to the congregation. E. G. Lund was 

chosen as the builder.  He had built the jail and the 

courthouse.  The new church structure was to be forty-five 

feet wide and sixty-eight feet long, with a vestibule of eight 

feet.  And modern in style and convenience.  The cost was 

estimated in the range of two thousand to twenty-five 

hundred dollars and the completion set for the summer of 

1892.  By August, the structure was completed, and in order 

to met the provisions of the Methodist Discipline, the 

Academy trustees made a straight out conveyance of the lot 

it was on to the church  trustees and to their successors.  

Dated August 10, 1892, the indentured stats “The Trustees 

of Lawrenceville Methodist Episcopal Church, South.   
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The following property. “ All that tract and parcel of land 

commencing in the corner of Perry street and Oak Alley 

then 130 feet north along Perry, 220 feet west parallel with 

Oak Alley, then south for 130 feet to Oak, then eat 220 feet 

to the place of beginning, It being the place whereon is 

erected the building of the MEC South at Lawrenceville, 

Georgia, to be in trust for the proper use by the trustees and 

their successors and with full warranty of title.” 

The structure was unusual but excellent design.  It was built 

of heart-of-pine timbers with its window and roof treatments 

all pointing heavenward. There was a star of David window 

on the front. 

UM History Day 56 Wednesday, September 28 

Women’s Home Missions Society map  

showing their work and the expansion of their influence. 
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Thursday,  September 29 Day 57 Rayna Johnson 

Student Name Rayna Johnson 
 

Grade Fall 2022 9th 

When did you start coming to 
LV First and why? 

2014 because I wanted to 
join the chorus. 
 

What is your favorite part about 
being a part of this Student 
Ministry and/or this church? 

I love the events and the 
people I get to do them 
with. 
 

Think of a really cool story or 
favorite memory throughout 
your time at LV First and share 
it here! 

I loved tribe weekend last 
year because of many 
things. First of all, red tribe 
won and I helped by 
grabbing both of the flags in 
capture the flag. Also I got 
closer to Juliette that 
weekend and now she is a 
close friend of mine. 
 

What do you hope to see for the 
church looking forward to the 
next 200 years? 

For the church to just 
continue to grow! 
 

Cherub Choir 
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Jim Sosbee Day 58 Friday, September 30 

Continued... 

It was Christmas Eve 1990.  Our daughter, Mallory, then 
almost two, as well as Shelia and I were on the way to our 
church’s very large annual Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service.  We arrived to a packed house.  Fortunately, 
Shelia’s parents, Bob and Jean Biggers had saved us a 
seat…down front, second row, on the preacher’s lectern 
side.  It was festive indeed, a celebration of our Savior’s 
birth with the church sanctuary adorned in splendor.  
Families dressed for this joyful occasion.  Our sweet 
Mallory in a grandparent pleasing dress, had napped earlier 
and was ready for action.  These are the occasions where 
memories are made…little did this young family know how 
true this would be. 
 

We were keeping Miss Mallory preoccupied, just like the 
other parents attending with their children.  Restlessness and 
expected chatter from little voices during the service was 
palpable…yet under control.   And then…Reverend 
Bozeman gave a prayer.  The prayer lingered a little longer 
than our daughter believed necessary.  Familiar with ending 
a prayer, Mallory said out loud “Amen”.  We gave the 
appropriate “shhh,” with index finger over the mouth.  This 
was met with defiance and a little louder “Amen”…then 
another…and another…then a resounding “AMEN”!  At 
this juncture, the “all hands on deck” parenting alarm 
sounded from mom and grandparents with eyes that 
shouted, “You’re closest to the aisle, get her out of here!” 
 

I jumped into action.  Grabbed our loud demanding “Amen” 
daughter and proceeded with exit, stage right.  Meanwhile, 
the rev’s prayer ended and all eyes opened.  As I left the 
pew, Mallory with now booming voice so that her loving 
mother might know of her whereabouts said, 

 “MOMMY, I BE RIIIIGHT BACK!” 

Reverend Bozeman, looked square into our embarrassed 
eyes and said, “Aren’t children lovely!” 
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Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as 
these.” Matthew 19:14 
 

Father, thank you for loving little ones.  Thank you for the 
nursery, preschool, and Sunday school folks in our church 
who have taught and continue to teach and love them with 
Your Heart.  We thank you for our nurturing church.  In 
Jesus name we pray! 

 And all the little children said, “AMEN!”  

Saturday, October 1 Day 59 prayer 

It was in the Garden of 

Gethsemane that Jesus 

went to have some 

time of quiet and 

reflection.  Jesus would 

reconnect with his 

Heavenly Father 

during these times… 

Do we take time to 

withdraw from our 

daily routines, business 

and activities to spend 

time in prayer?  During 

these days may we 

reconnect with our 

Heavenly Father and 

rest in Jesus’ arms.                                                                                                                        

Friday, September 30 Day 58 continued Jim Sosbee 
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“Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body,  

for we all partake of the one bread.”—1 Corinthians 10:17  

 

JESUS PRAYED that we might be one. 

One in spirit, 

One in mission, 

in union and communion with each other and with God. 

Today, God, we confess fumblings and failures in 

accomplishing unity, as we set aside yet another day to 

remind ourselves of the task. On this World Communion 

Sunday, give us eyes to recognize your reflection in the 

eyes of everyone everywhere.  

Give us a mind to accept and celebrate our differences.  

Give us a heart big enough to love your children 

everywhere.  

We thank you for setting a table with space enough for 

all! Amen 
 

World Communion Sunday was started in 1940 as a 

Presbyterian-led initiative of the Federal Council of 

Churches toward ecumenical celebration of Communion 

by some Protestants in the United States on the same 

Sunday at a time when most U.S. Protestant 

denominations celebrated Communion infrequently 

(quarterly at most), and rarely on the same schedule. As 

the years have advanced so have the number of churches 

celebrating Holy Communion on the same day during their 

morning worship!  

World Communion Sunday Day 60   Sunday, October 2 
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Monday, October 3 Day 61 World history 

 

“today” in World History    - 1878 
 

 Thomas Edison patents the phonograph. 

 

 

 

 

 1st telephone book issued, 50 subscribers (New Harbor, 
Connecticut) 

 Jack Johnson is 1st African American to hold a 
heavyweight boxing title 

 California St. Cable Car RR Co starts service 
 Harley Procter introduces Ivory Soap 
 New York installs 1st firehouse pole 
 Edison makes electricity available for household usage 
 1st White House telephone installed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 1st US store to install electric lights, Philadelphia 
 Karl Benz, working in Mannheim, Germany, filed for a 

patent on his first reliable Two-stroke engine e.g two-
stroke gas engine, and he was granted the patent in 1879. 
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LV first history Day 62 Tuesday, October 4 

EARLY CAMPMEETING PREACHERS 

1833—William J. Parks, Allen Turner, Jonathon Betts,  
   J. W. Glenn, John Pendergrass 
1840—Bishop James Osgood Andrew 
1843—Peyton P. Smith, James Dannelly 
1849—Jackson P. Turner 
1857—David Crenshaw 
1869—Dr. Jesse Boring—Benjamin J. Johnson 
1874—Joshua Bradford 
1878—James Rembert Smith 
1885—Samuel D. Evans, James M. Armstrong,  
            James L. Perryman Josiah Lewis, Jr.,  
            James L. Fowler, William M, Winn 
1886—Samuel D. Evans 
1888—James L. Tillman, Benjamin Homer Trammell,  
            John M. Armstrong, Morgan Calloway 
1893—Georg W. Morgan 
1894—Anderson cicero Cantrell 
1895—Mrs. Pringle—A woman evangelist  “A woman was 
a new feature in public worship in this part of the country 
and was received with mixed reactions. She talked well; her 
manner and bearing ladylike, and she was sincere and 
earnest.  Her songs were sweet, appropriate and beautiful.  
The prayers she offered were chaste in language and fervent 
in spirit.  Oh, yes, but she was a woman, and out of her 
place. Our prejudices got the best of our reason.  We have 
just not been used to it.”   
Richard D. Winn, son of Elisha Winn, wrote in 1895 about 
his personal recollections of some of the early Gwinnett 
preachers; especially those of campmeetings; “They were 
men of great zeal full of religious fire and self-sacrifice.  
Always animated and never failing to get up arousement.  
They fought the devil and with coats off.” 
 

LVfirst history from: The First United Methodist Church of 
Lawrenceville, 1823-1998 By Virginia LeMaster 
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 LVfirst history from: The First United Methodist Church of 
Lawrenceville, 1823-1998 By Virginia LeMaster 

The Creek Indian War with the US government (1813-14)
ended with the Creeks losing their land and many moving or 
being moved to the West from Georgia, Alabama and 
Mississippi. This freed the land for white settlers. 

Gwinnett County was organized by an act of the legislature 
on December 19, 1818, when the state capital of Georgia 
was Milledgeville (1806-1868), and William Rabun was 
governor. Lawrenceville was chartered on December 15, 
1821 as the county seat.  It was named for Captain James 
Lawrence, a naval hero of the War of 1812. 

The county was composed of a group of quiet rural 
communities and unincorporated area that were chiefly 
agricultural.  Throughout this period Methodist circuit riders 
had made their rounds and preached wherever listeners 
could be found.  The organized work of Methodism in 
Georgia was done from South Carolina until 1830.  
Georgia’s first missionary, Beverly Allen, was appointed by 
Bishop Francis Asbury in 1785 from North Carolina, but he 

failed to report.  Appointed 
again the following year, he 
reported but did not serve out 
the year.  He was eventually 
expelled from Methodist 
Episcopal Connection.  Bishop 
Asbury came into Georgia for 
the first time on April 1, 1788 
when a meeting was held at the 
forks of the Broad River in 
what is now Elbert County.  
Between that date and January 
1, 1815,  Asbury made 18 visits 
to Georgia. 

Wednesday, October 5 Day 63 UM history 
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Mary Bagwell Ballard Day 64 Thursday, October 6 

Gayle Bricker-Stockinger Day 65 Friday, October 7 

Hello my name is Mary Bagwell Ballard,  

I joined the Church when we were in the old church at Pike 
Street & Chestnut Street.  That was January 4, 1953 when I 
was 9 years old. My first Sunday school teacher was Miss 
Louise Cooper.  She was a dear sweet lady.  My  first MYF 
teachers were Sim and Annelle O'Kelley.  All of these dear 
people have passed away.  My family has been members of 
the church for the last 200 years.   I did move my 
membership when I lived out of state, but as soon as I 
returned home  I rejoined in 2014. 
My prayer is that our church will continue to grow and our 
people will seek God. 

“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not 
for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the 
Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” 

Colossians 3:23-24, NIV 

Rachel Dorcas Circle 

This church has so many 
wonderful programs 
going on whether it is 
now or in the past, it is 
overwhelming to name 
them all. Let me tell you 
about one that I have 
recently gotten to know 
within the last year or so. 
Not only are they active 
now and into the future, 
but this group has a long 
history of doing God’s 
work. It is the Rachel 
Dorcas Women’s Circle 
that meets once a month 
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on Thursday 
evening. 
Several of 
the ladies at 
various 
times had 
invited me 
to come join 
them. My 
mother was 
always involved with circles as was my grandmother, so I 
figured it was time for me to carry on the tradition.  

Since I like to know what I am getting into, I wanted to 
understand the name, why Rachel Dorcas? Well, it seems 
that the name comes from one woman in the Old Testament 
and the other from the New Testament. We may all know 
more about Rachel in the book of Genesis, as the second 
wife of Jacob. Without getting to much into that story we 
can learn several things from her about her faith in God. 
God is always in control, things don’t always turn out the 
way we expect, and we need to be grateful to God.  What 
intrigued me the most was Dorcas in the New Testament in 
the book of Acts. Not a whole lot is known about her but 
she had a gift of service to her community, she was a sewer, 
helped other people, and she dearly loved her church. She 
was so well loved that when she became sick and died, they 
sent for Peter who prayed for her restoration and she opened 
her eyes. 

My next question was how long has this circle been around? 
That has turned out to be a tough one. Some of the current 
ladies have been in the circle for over 30 years. My guess 
would be that the circle is 50 some years old. There may be 
a scrapbook out there somewhere that has information about 
it.  

Continued... 

Friday, October 7 Day 65 continued Gayle Bricker-Stockinger 
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 And just what do they do? Many, many different things. In 
the past they have done fundraising with cookbooks, such as 
Bread of Life and Second Blessings, back in 1999 and 2005. 
They have helped women of domestic violence, UMCOR 
health kits, sausage/biscuit fundraiser, served lunch at camp 
meeting for staff and visiting ministers. They would visit the 
elderly, send cards and adopt a senior when called upon and 
even would provide a meal for Grace Arbor. Before Covid, 
they provided meals and fellowship to Family Promise, as 
well as meals to Nothing But The Truth, even using the 
church bus to go pickup the ladies to come to NBTT 
morning Bible study. Currently the circle works very hard to 
help with the Christmas Extravaganza with providing toys 
and socks for the children. At Easter there are many baskets 
assembled and given to Nothing But The Truth and the 
Lawrenceville Co-Op to be distributed to the children. 
Whenever needed they are very generous in making 
contributions to worthy causes such as UMCOR. Now I 
think one of the biggest things that they are currently doing 
are the prayer blankets (living up to the example of Dorcas, 
a sewer). These blankets are lovingly sewed and prayed 
over by all the sisters of the circle. The blankets are given to 
the families that are served at the Christmas Extravaganza, 
as well as given to all graduating seniors. They also sent 
many of the blankets recently to the Uvalde Texas families 
that were affected by that terrible incident. 

Not only do these ladies reach out to the community, they 
also look out for each other. If one is sick, or recovering 
from a surgery, or a medical issue that effects the family 
within this sisterhood, they are there for each other. They 
maintain a Praise and Concern prayer list for each other and 
anyone else that needs to be lifted up -  they are truly 
“prayer warriors”. What an inspiration.  

They also have a light and fun side to them, which really 
stands out to me. They enjoy socializing with each other in a 
variety of ways, such as: bunco parties, movies, pool 
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parties, girls night out and dinners, along with seasonal 
celebrations like Christmas. The current sisters of the circle 
are: Martha Billings, Gayle Bricker-Stockinger, Cindy 
Cobb, Allan Fowler, Cathy Gassert, Gwen Gantt, Dana 
Goodwin, Marcia Gordon, Lisa Hale, Bonnie Hall, Lori 
Kendall, Susie Kennedy, Julie Lanning, Janice Lutz, Kathy 
Norris, and Anita Solty. 

I could go on and on about this circle. One thing for sure, it 
is a true blessing that this church encourages gatherings of 
small groups. Whether it be ladies’ circles, men’s groups, 
Bible studies, Sunday school classes or whatever type 
groups are needed, as it was said “for where two or three 
gather in my name, there am I with them.” Matthew 18:20 

 ~~in faithful sisterhood,  Gayle Bricker-Stockinger 

O, Heavenly Father, give me a heart like the heart of Jesus, 
a heart more ready to serve than be served, a heart moved 
by compassion towards the weak and oppressed, a heart set 
upon the coming of your kingdom in the world of men and 
women. In the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
Amen 

Friday, October 7 Day 65 continued Gayle Bricker-Stockinger 
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prayer Day 67 Sunday, October 9 

prayer Day 66 Saturday, October 8 

Hymns and Praise Songs are wonderful sources for prayer.  

Look up your favorite song and pray the lyrics. 
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Monday, October 10 Day 68 World history 

 

“today” in World History    - 1878 
 

 Congress authorizes women lawyers to practice before 
Supreme Court 

 1st 5 and 10 store opened by Frank W. Woolworth (Utica 
New York) 

 Constantine Fahlberg discovers saccharin the artificial 
sweetener 

 "Exodus of 1879" southern blacks flee political/
economic exploitation 

 Milk was sold in glass bottles for 1st time 

 George Selden files for 1st patent for a gasoline-driven 
automobile 

 Madison Square Garden opens 

 

It has been impossible to secure data as to the organization 
of the Methodists in Lawrenceville. Doubtless about the 
time the town was chartered, a Methodist church was 
organized, as the Methodist itinerant went practically 
everywhere. Jess Murphey Elias Norton, Wm. Maltbie and 
Isham Williams were among the first members of the 
church.  Jesse Murphey was for a long time class leader and 
superintendent of the Sunday School.  

In 1910, 303 members, Sunday school has 150 in 
attendance,  .During the present year 36 have been added, 
making the membership in 1911, 335. 

 

From “Gwinnett County Gerogia Churches Reprint of 1911 book Gwinnett 
Churches by James C Fanigan” 

Tuesday, October 11 Day 69 LV first history 
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Early Methodism was countercultural in that it was anti-
elitist and anti-slavery, appealing especially to African 
Americans and women. While critics derided Methodists as 
fanatics, the Methodist Episcopal Church continued to grow, 
especially during the Second Great Awakening in which 
Methodist revivalism and camp meetings left its imprint on 
American culture. In the early 19th century, the MEC 
became the largest and most influential religious 
denomination in the United States. With growth came 
greater institutionalization and respectability, and this led 
some within the church to complain that Methodism was 
losing its vitality and commitment to Wesleyan teachings, 
such as the belief in Christian perfection and opposition 
to slavery.  

As Methodism took hold in the Southern United States, 
church leaders became less willing to condemn the practice 
of slavery or to grant African American preachers and 
congregations the same privileges as their European 
American counterparts.   

UM history Day 70 Wednesday, October 12 



 

32 

Thursday, October 13 Day 71 Carol White 

I'm attending a  Communion Sunday morning service and 
Rev. Dr. Davis Chappell is the Pastor.  I had been away 
from Church for many years and was struggling  to feel that 
I belonged there.  I always had felt emotional about 
Communion, but in my former Methodist church the 
elements were served to us in our pews...no going up to the 
front.   

Pastor Davis made his heartfelt invitation, but I still decided 
that I would 'sit this out - not for me'.  Next I heard a 
deliberate and distinct voice in my head saying, "I mean 
you, Carol!"  People around me grayed out and I felt a 
sudden overall shaky warmth.  In a trance-like state I moved 
along with the others and received the Grace of God after 
experiencing Jesus' personal invitation.  A moment that 
changed my life and renewed my faith. 

 

My prayer is that other new guests, or newly returned 
members can be as blessed as I was that day,  finding a new 
commitment to Christianity. 

 

Carol White 
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Ridgely Haines Day 72 Friday, October 14 

We moved to Lawrenceville the end of May 2007 from 
Clarks Summit PA (Scranton area) where we had lived for 
28 years. We had been members of the First Presbyterian 
Church of Clarks Summit, a small church with 300 
members, for 27 years. 

We immediately began looking for a church home in 
Lawrenceville that could match our good experience with 
the Clarks Summit church. We visited churches in the area 
but none of them “fit the bill.” Our daughter had heard 
favorably about the preschool program at LV First UMC 
and we felt “called" to visit. On our first visit we were 
warmly greeted, shown to the nursery, impressed with the 
preaching, the friendliness of the staff and church members, 
the wonderful choir, the excellent children’s ministry (our 
grandson Jake was around 15 months at the time) and most 
importantly, although it was a large church, it had a small 
church feeling.  So, we kept coming back and decided to 
join the church on Mother's Day 2008. The following is just 
one example of why it proved to be the right choice. 

Driving home May 13, 2017 after a celebration of my 70th 
birthday at the home of Katherine, John and the 
grandchildren Jake and Evelyn, we were involved in a car 
accident just 2 minutes from our home. Our car ended up in 
a ditch on the side of the road in the opposite direction and 
was totaled. However, God was with us for if I had turned 
in front of the driver of the other car who was speeding to 
beat the light just seconds earlier, we would have been 
broadsided and Gwen’s injuries would have been worse. We 
were taken and admitted to Gwinnett Medical Center. I had 
a broken right hand and some other injuries and Gwen’s 
primary injuries were a broken ankle and chest hematoma. I 
was subsequently discharged to home and Gwen was 
discharged to a rehabilitation facility. 

 Continued... 
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God of grace, peace, love and kindness… as we move  
through the days and weeks and months ahead of us on our 
way to celebrating the 200th Anniversary of this beloved 
church and church family, help us to celebrate you, Lord.  
May we do and say and act the way Christ calls us to.  May 
we live in the Fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-
control. Living in the Fruit of the Spirit will lead us to live 
in the light of Christ.  Amen 

“In a world where you can choose to do anything…  
choose to be kind!” 

As I could not care for myself and with Gwen in rehab my 
sister Lisa came down from North Carolina to help out. 
Once she left, after Gwen was discharged to home, we 
continued to need help which arrived with gusto from the 
LV First community! Thanks to the Wesley class and other 
church members who brought meals we could put in the 
freezer, sat with Gwen while I attended medical 
appointments, provided transportation for me to those 
medical appointments, including staying at the outpatient 
surgery center when I underwent hand surgery and 
showering us with prayers and cards. Also, I was blessed to 
have an LV First Stephen Minister who provided support, 
prayers and feedback on dealing with my concerns.  What 
wonderful people this church has been blessed with. 

Thank you, God, for leading us to the LV First church 
family. It is a church founded on a solid rock of true 
believers – those who follow Jesus’ teaching to love God 
with all your heart, soul, mind and strength, and to love 
others as you love yourself. Amen                - Ridgely Haines 

Saturday, October 15 Day 73 prayer 

Friday, October 14   Day 72 Ridgely Haines 
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prayer Day 74 Sunday,  October 16 

St. Patrick’s Breastplate Prayer was always with him. I pray 

you come to appreciate this prayer. May we pray this prayer 

with the assurance of Christ’s presence and love, always 

and everywhere. 
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“today” in World History    - 1880 
 

 Building of Panama Canal begins  

 Thomas Edison patents electric 
incandescent lamp  

 US National Croquet League 
organizes (Philadelphia) 

 American Society of Mechanical 
Engineers forms (NYC) 

 The first pay telephone service in the 
United States is installed in New 
Haven, Connecticut 

 US census is 50,155,783 

 Providence Grays MLB pitcher John M. Ward throws a 
perfect game beating the Buffalo Bisons, 5-0; second 
perfect game in National League in 6 days; next one 
takes 84 years  

 First performance of "O Canada," the song that would 
become the national anthem of Canada, at the Congrès 
national des Canadiens-Français  

 San Francisco Public Library starts lending books  

 1st pro baseball game at Polo 
Grounds, NY Metropolitans 
beat Washington Nationals 4-2 
in 5 innings  

Monday, October 17 Day 75 W history 
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The Campground’s tract of land contains 50 acres, and was 
bought in 1832 by Elisha Winn, William Maltbie, Isham 
Williams, Buckner Harris and Georgia Brogdon for $10.   

The first camp meeting was held in 1833, the year the stars 
fell...Camp meetings have been held continuously ever since  
except during and a few years after the civil war.  The 
pavilion was burned during the war and another erected in 
its place. 

LV history Day 76 Tuesday, October 18 

Dana Goodwin Day 77 Wednesday, October 19 

In 1958, my brother Bill Morgan, 6 years old, had been 

diagnosed with hydrocephalus.  His only chance of survival 

was a neurosurgeon at the children’s Hospital in 

Philadelphia, PA, Dr. Spitz, who had invented the shunt that 

could be placed in the neck to drain the fluid from the head.  

This church took up a 

love offering to fly Bill 

to Philadelphia for the 

surgery.  He did go blind 

but it saved his life and 

he lived another 50 

years.  
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Thursday, October 20 Day 78 Jenna Berger 

Student Name Jenna Berger 
 

Grade Fall 2022 11th 
 

When did you start coming to 
LVfirst and why? 

I’ve gone here since I've been 
in preschool. The reason why 
is because my brother and I 
didn't like that previous 
church 
 

What is your favorite part 
about being a part of this 
Student Ministry and/or this 
church? 

The community, whenever I 
come home from something I 
always miss them. Like I left 
a part of me at wherever we 
were. 
 

Think of a really cool story or 
favorite memory throughout 
your time at LVfirst and share 
it here! 

Over the summer we went on 
a mission trip, the entire week 
was filled with work but my 
favorite day was Thursday. 
My group had gone to an 
ocean cleanup site and helped 
a man and his wife. By the 
end of the time we were there 
all of us were exhausted, but 
being able to see how much 
work we’d done, how much 
trash we’d picked up. It was 
very rewarding. 

What do you hope to see for 
the church looking forward to 
the next 200 years? 

A continuous tight 
community, I hope the youth 
becomes closer, and bigger. 
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 Bruce Fowler Day 79 Friday, October 21 

The church has been such a part of our lives for so long it's 
hard to pick one particular event, but one did just come to 
mind. 

When the Jordan class was "adopting" foster children for 
Christmas, Allan and I were able to serve a 16 year old 
autistic girl who happened to be white.  She had been in 
foster care for many years with a black family in the 
Decatur area.  Not that it matters if they were black or 
white, but it is worth pointing out  as an example of how 
folks of different ethnicities can and DO work together to do 
God's work, in contradiction of what we hear everyday in 
the press.  But I digress. 

We met the family at a Denny's or IHOP or 
something like that close to Decatur.  Not being much 
of a people person, Allan went in to deliver the gifts while I 
waited in the car (bad on me).  Shortly Allan came to the 
door and waved me to come inside.  I looked around to see 
if she might be waving to someone else, but alas it was 
me.  I went into the restaurant and the girl immediately 
came and gave me a big hug.  I almost burst into tears right 
there (almost in tears right now while writing this).  We had 
a nice conversation with the family who took care of the 
girl, and I came away totally moved.  To me, this was an 
example of the work 
the Church does doing little 
things through small 
groups.  I know Pastor Adam 
wants us to focus on little acts 
like this and I hope we can 
continue and expand on these 
types of ministries 
going forward through the 
next 200 years.      

Bruce Fowler 
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395 W Crogan Street, PO Box 2127 
Lawrenceville, GA  30046 

www.LVfirst.org   770-963-0386 

Freedom granting God of us all, we pause this day to draw 
from your strength and wisdom.  We pause and settle in 
ready to listen, ready to “be still and know…”  Oh God, we 
desire to draw near to you, to listen for your direction for us 
individually, as small groups, as the Body of Christ, the 
church.  Help us Lord to slow down from the hectic pace of 
football games, cheer practices, band rehearsals and 
competitions.  Show us how we can slow down and draw 
close to you, slow down and draw close to family and 
friends, slow down and worship God.  Slow our pace, slow 
our breath...breathing in Jesus… breathing out the stress of 
this world…breathing in God’s peace...breathing out the 
frustrations of this world...breathing in the strength found in 
our relationship with others.  Help us God of peace and 
strength, lead us in your path of reconciliation and love.  
May we seek to know you more fully and may we be open to 
all that you call us to.  We pray this and so much more in the 
name of Jesus, Amen 

Saturday, October 22 Day 80 prayer 


