
Exiting Egypt – Message 5 – The Purpose of Freedom
ME
Review
Week 1 – The Midwives practices civil disobedience and refused to abort the male Hebrew
babies.  Choosing to fear God rather than man.
Week 2 - That influenced Amram and Joccabed to save baby Moses by faith putting him in the
ark
Week 3 - When Moses had his turn in the spotlight, he acted in the flesh rather than being
obedient to the Spirit.  His righteous reaction to injustice was handled in the flesh and only added
to the evil.
Week 4 – Moses finds himself on the back side of the desert where he encounters the angel of
God in the burning bush.  The thorny bush a symbol of the curse met with the fire of God’s
judgment yet it was not consumed.  Just like Christ.
Week 5 – Last week we saw God call on Moses to throw down his staff.  A crutch, a club, and
scepter.  Showing him that the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but spiritual.
Week 6 – Today we find Moses standing before Pharaoh speaking in the authority of God.
Declaring His ownership of Israel, and that they be released to Worship.
WE
Maybe you are here and you are enslaved to a particular sin
Maybe you need a reminder that your identity is in Christ
Maybe you need to hear once more that you are a child of God
Exodus 5:1-9 Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, "Thus says the LORD
God of Israel: 'Let My people go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness.' " 2 And
Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the
LORD, nor will I let Israel go." 3 So they said, "The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please,
let us go three days' journey into the desert and sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest He fall upon
us with pestilence or with the sword." 4 Then the king of Egypt said to them, "Moses and Aaron,
why do you take the people from their work? Get back to your labor." 5 And Pharaoh said,
"Look, the people of the land are many now, and you make them rest from their labor!" 6 So the
same day Pharaoh commanded the taskmasters of the people and their officers, saying, 7 "You
shall no longer give the people straw to make brick as before. Let them go and gather straw for
themselves. 8 And you shall lay on them the quota of bricks which they made before. You shall
not reduce it. For they are idle; therefore they cry out, saying, 'Let us go and sacrifice to our
God.' 9 Let more work be laid on the men, that they may labor in it, and let them not regard false
words."
I. KNOW: The Word of God

A. Authority not Opinion – Thus says the Lord
Illustration: This is not Moses & Aaron’s message. Not their opine vs. Pharaoh’s
Illustration: Opinions are like armpits. Chat GPT, an internet full of opinions…
Application: There is one God. (Pharaoh, you’re not it)  He is the Authority. Period.



Application: Not up for debate… do not need to waste time arguing.  Done.
Transition: The second thing we see here is a clear Identity of Ownership

B. Identity of Ownership - My People – My People – Not Pharaoh’s…
Illustration: Slavery is wrong.  Have you ever asked yourself why?  Why is it wrong for one
person to own another?  A secularist would have a hard time.  If we are but animals… what iw
wrong with one animal dominating and even using another.
Application: The reason slavery is wrong is because we are image bearers of God.  We all have
a unalienable rights of life, LIBERTY and the pursuit of happiness.
Illustration: Both Jefferson and Ben Franklin separately wanted the great seal of the US to be a
picture of Israel exiting Egypt.  A symbol of America escaping the tyranny of King George.  In
fact, Benjamin franklin threw a fit over the choice of the bald eagle because  “He is a Bird of bad
moral Character. He does not get his Living honestly.”
Application: The overarching narrative of Exodus and what is applicable for us today is that
under tyranny one can survive by knowing that we are truly under God. The midwives feared
God, Amram and Jocabed feared God.  Moses and Aaron come before Pharaoh and say, These
are God’s people.
Illustration: Pharaoh valued them as utility, God valued them relationally.
Transition: The quote is often left incomplete.  “Let my people go” is part of the greater
sentence, that they may hold a feat to Me in the wilderness..

C. Worship over Work – Feast with the Father not Pharaoh’s Factory
Illustration: We are told in chapter 1:11 that they were building two cities… Ramses (house of
Ramses II) and Pithom –(house of Ahmen)  The first god of Egypt.
Application: My people do not exist to build temples of worship of you or your gods.  Their
purpose is freedom to worship Me.
App. All God’s people are created for worship.  IF we do not worship the One True God, we
will worship people or fall into worship of lesser gods.
App. Freedom of worship is thee most sacred right that we have as a nation.  It is tied directly to
our first amendment rights.
Illustration: God’s command to pharaoh was not as much about ending slavery as it was for
establishing worship.  Slavery existed in all other countries of the world at that time.  Just like it
does today.  Slavery is the condition of a culture that denies worship of the Almighty and His
creation’s ability to worship.
Transition: Let my people go… into the wilderness… 3 days journey.
Illustration: God was not being dishonest or coy by saying this limited amount of time and
distance.  What He is doing is proving that Pharaoh would not let Israel even go 3 days to
worship.  This is simply to show that Pharaohs heart was hard.
Application: God has called His people to Worship Him in His place and time.  Worship by its
very nature is a separation from this world.  It is coming apart before we come apart. We turn
our attention away from Ramses and the gods of this age to focus on the One Almighty God of
the Universe.



Transition: This declaration was not well received by Pharaoh.
2 And Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not
know the LORD, nor will I let Israel go."
II. GROW: The Ways of Man

A. Our Author and Authority
Illustration: Who made you? God made you.  He designed you exactly as He intended.  Your
exactly as he intended you to be.  Even down to the number of hairs on your head.
Application: hear me.  He is the author of your DNA. Your vital statistics, your body chemistry.
HE set your hormone levels right where He planned in the blueprint of you.
Illus: God did not make a mistake by choosing a spokesman who has a speech impediment.  It
was for His glory.  God authored you. Your family history, the era in which you would live.
Application: Therefore, He is our Author, He is our Authority. We do not go off script.  We do
not deny our creator.  We do not say He made a mistake.
Transition: Secondly, This declaration speaks to …

B. Our Identity and Ownership
Illustration: Pharaoh was powerful so long as the Hebrews identified as slaves.  He was okay if
they wanted to be called Israelites.  However, if they ever got the notion that they were Children
of God.  If they ever found out they were God’s Chosen people. They would not be willing to
make his bricks.
Application: Child of God…  hear me now.  How you identify yourself matters.  The evil one
would have you ID with your addiction, your handicap, your lustful desires.  He would want you
to define yourself by your bank account, your job, your race or your resume.
Transition:

C. Our Work and Worship
Application: Look at the contrast view of Aaron and Moses.
3 So they said, "The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please, let us go three days' journey
into the desert and sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest He fall upon us with pestilence or with
the sword."
Illus: God’s people are compliant to the commands of God.  They take great care in worshipping
God and not violating His commandments.   Pharaoh, you are causing God’s people to sin by not
allowing them to worship and that is a danger to them.
Application: Note, that they were not exempt from the judgment of God because pharaoh did
not give them permission.  In this case they were still expected to worship God and would be
held accountable.
APPLICATION: For those of you not here today because your boss made you go build his
kingdom… magic, animal or otherwise…   That does not excuse you from worship.  Worship is
not a once a week occurrence.  Worship is the lifeblood of the believer.  No excuse.
Transition: There is conflict in the area of our worship but also in our work.
4 Then the king of Egypt said to them, "Moses and Aaron, why do you take the people from their
work? Get back to your labor." 5 And Pharaoh said, "Look, the people of the land are many now,



and you make them rest from their labor!" 6 So the same day Pharaoh commanded the
taskmasters of the people and their officers, saying, 7 "You shall no longer give the people straw
to make brick as before. Let them go and gather straw for themselves.
Illustration: Moses, why do you take the people from their work? Go back to your labor.  Two
different words…  work = activities, but labor = burden…  Israel WAS Moses’ burden.  Their
work was for the production of prosperity of Pharaoh.
Application: The principle application here is who do we work for?  Do we work in other man’s
vineyards or the Lord’s?  What we do is less than who we do it for.
Ecclesiastes 9:10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or
device or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.
Col 3:23-25 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24knowing that
from the Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25But
he who does wrong will be repaid for what he has done, & there is no partiality.
Application: We are either building His kingdom or someone else’s/maybe our own.
Illustration: Sandcastles… build upon the rock.
Illustration: When Joseph and Mary lost track of Jesus and found Him he said.” I must be about
my Father’s business.”
John 6:27 Do not labor for the food which perishes, but for the food which endures to
everlasting life, which the Son of Man will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on
Him."
John 9:4 I must work the works of Him who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no
one can work.
App: Our work is intentionally eternal.  We may have other jobs that pay the bills but the work
of our hands and hearts should always be worship… Kingdom building, Good Works.
Transition:  Pharaoh asks…2 And Pharaoh said, "Who is the LORD, that I should obey His
voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD, nor will I let Israel go."

·        Why should I let the people go…!?!  Here is the reason, the purpose of freedom
III. SHOW: The Why of Freedom

A. Celebrate – Feast – 5:1
Exodus 5:1 Afterward Moses and Aaron went in and told Pharaoh, "Thus says the LORD God
of Israel: 'Let My people go, that they may hold a feast to Me in the wilderness.' "
Illustration: I am fascinated that this is first on the list. Do not take for granted that God
commands His people to par-tay.  He commands a full day of rest.
Application: Feast “To” Me.  Did you catch that? Don’t just read it and think  huh… party in
the wilderness.  It is directional.
Illustration: Some of our feasts are occasional. Thanksgiving, Christmas.  Some of our feasts
are directed.  Birthday parties are a good example.  Everyone feasts, but it is about Jimmy or
Sally.
Application: Even our communion ceremony is directional feasting.  It is a celebration of His
body broken for us.  Somber, celebration.  The Bread of Life!



Transition: Let my people go… that they may feast to me,,, verse 3.
Exodus 5:3 So they said, "The God of the Hebrews has met with us. Please, let us go three days'
journey into the desert and sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest He fall upon us with pestilence
or with the sword."

B. Sacrifice – 5:3
Illustration: At one point in a couple chapters pharaoh is going to suggest they leave their
livestock behind.  Moses is going to say that they need to take all of them because they don’t yet
know which of the God will ask them to sacrifice.
Application: With our freedom of worship comes sacrifice. We give sacrificially, we lay all on
the altar before God.  All I have is yours My God.
Transition: The Purpose of Freedom is Celebration of God’s Character, Sacrificing as a form of
Worship, and Serving Him…  Look at 7:16
Exodus 7:16 (NKJV) 16 And you shall say to him, 'The LORD God of the Hebrews has sent me
to you, saying, "Let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness"; but indeed, until
now you would not hear!

C. Serve - 7:16
Illustration: The Hebrews had been in service to Pharaoh. Now they will be in service to
Jehovah.  The first by burdensome labor, the latter with joy and feasting.  The first with harsh
taskmasters, the latter with good shepherds.
Application: We have been given freedom from our slavery to sin.  The purpose of that freedom
is worship…  Through Feasting, through sacrifice, and through service.
Conclusion:


