August 9 - Ambassadors
Weekly Reading - 2 Corin. 4-8

This Week’s Passage - 2 Corinthians 5:14-21

Main Point

Because Christ has reconciled us to God and made us new, He sends
us to represent Him and share His message of reconciliation with
others.

Key Verse

2 Corinthians 5:20 - Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God
making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be
reconciled to God. (ESV)
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Looking Back (5 min)

Use this time to celebrate obedience and encourage growth.
Invite members to share how they sought to apply last week’s
challenge and what God taught them along the way. Focus on
God's faithfulness and the progress He is making in our lives, not
on perfect execution. Scan or click the QR code for last week’s
challenge.

Discuss one or more prompts:

e Who did you reach out to after last week’s lesson?

e How did you try to offer comfort through prayer, presence, encouragement, or
practical care?

¢ Did you follow up with someone who was walking through a difficult season?

e Where did you recognize your need to depend upon God rather than your own
strength?

e How did someone else help carry one of your burdens this week?

Transition to Introduction:

“Last week, we learned that God’s comfort is meant to flow through us to
others. Today, Paul broadens that calling. God does not only work through us
to comfort those who are hurting; He also sends us into the world as
representatives of Jesus Christ.”

Introduction (5 min)

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Ask

e Imagine you were chosen to represent your family, workplace, or church in
an important and potentially tense conversation. What would you need to
keep in mind before walking into the room?



Share This Story

In 1785, John Adams entered the court of King George III as the first official American
representative to Great Britain. Only a few years earlier, Adams had helped lead the
colonies in a war for independence against the king he now stood before.

Adams was not there merely as a private citizen expressing his personal opinions. He
carried the authority and interests of a new nation. His assignment was to represent
the United States and help establish a peaceful relationship between two countries
that had recently been enemies.

The meeting carried considerable tension, but both Adams and King George
expressed a desire to move beyond their former conflict and pursue a more peaceful
relationship. The former revolutionary had become an ambassador carrying a
message of reconciliation.

Ask

e What part of that assignment do you think would have been most difficult for
Adams personally?

Follow-Up

e How might Adams’s personal experience with Britain have helped him represent
America, and how might it have gotten in the way?

e What makes people willing to listen to a representative, especially when trust is
low?

Say

“An ambassador does not speak only for himself. He has been entrusted with
the message, authority, and interests of the one who sent him.

In today’s passage, Paul says that believers are ambassadors for Christ. But
there is an important difference in the gospel story: we were the ones
estranged from God, and God took the initiative to reconcile us to Himself
through Jesus. Now He sends reconciled people into the world carrying His
message of reconciliation.”

Transition to Background:

“To understand why Paul describes believers this way, we need to see how
completely the death and resurrection of Jesus had changed his identity,
motivation, and purpose.”



Background

The Background and Christ Connection sections are designed to provide context and a
gospel lens for the lesson. Feel free to summarize these sections rather than reading
them word-for-word.

Throughout 2 Corinthians, Paul contrasts genuine Christian ministry with the outward
standards valued by his critics. Some people judged Paul according to outward
appearance, impressive speech, personal strength, and worldly success. Paul instead
pointed to weakness, sacrifice, suffering, and dependence upon God.

Immediately before today’s passage, Paul reminds the Corinthians that believers will one
day appear before Christ. That reality did not cause Paul to withdraw from the world. It
motivated him to persuade others and live faithfully before God.

Paul’s mission was not driven by the desire to impress people, win arguments, or build
his own reputation. It was driven by the love Christ had demonstrated through His death.
Because Jesus had died and risen, Paul could no longer view his life - or anyone else’s life
- merely from a worldly perspective.

Transition to Christ Connection:

“Paul’s calling as an ambassador begins with something he received before it
became something he was assigned. Before Paul carried a message of
reconciliation, he had first been reconciled to God through Christ.”

Christ Connection

Sin does not merely leave humanity uninformed or imperfect. Sin separates us from our
holy Creator and places us in rebellion against Him. We could not repair that broken
relationship through morality, religion, or personal effort.

God took the initiative. Jesus, who was completely without sin, willingly bore the
judgment our sin deserved. At the cross, He bore our guilt and judgment so that those
who trust in Him could receive a right standing before God.

This is the great exchange described in verse 21: our sin was placed upon Christ, and His
righteousness is credited to us. Through His death and resurrection, enemies can
become God’s children, the guilty can be forgiven, and the spiritually dead can become
new creations.

We therefore do not approach others with a message about how good we are. We carry
the good news of what God has done through Jesus Christ.



Transition to Passage 1:

“Before Paul explains what believers have been sent to do, he explains what
Christ’s love has done within them. Let’s begin by examining the motivation
and transformation behind our mission.”

Study and Apply (30 min)

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says and how we can apply it in
our lives this week.

Passage 1 - 2 Corinthians 5:14-17

READ THE PASSAGE - Have a volunteer read 2 Corinthians 5:14-17.

[14] For the love of Christ controls us, because we have concluded this: that one has died
for all, therefore all have died;

[15] and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for
him who for their sake died and was raised.

[16] From now on, therefore, we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we
once regarded Christ according to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer.

[17] Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away;
behold, the new has come. (ESV)

Commentary

Use the following commentary to prepare ahead of time. As you lead, feel free to
summarize key insights rather than reading it word-for-word.

Verses 14—15

Paul says that “the love of Christ controls [or compels] us.” This primarily refers to the
love Christ has demonstrated toward us through His sacrificial death. Paul’s life was not
driven merely by obligation, fear, guilt, or the desire for approval. He had been captured
by the reality that Jesus loved him and gave Himself for him.

Christ’s death also changed the purpose of Paul’s life. Jesus died and rose again so that
those who receive new life through Him would “no longer live for themselves, but for the
One who died for them and was raised.”

Living for Christ does not mean that every believer must leave a career, move to another
country, or enter vocational ministry. It means that Jesus becomes the center of our
ordinary lives. Our relationships, schedules, resources, decisions, work, service, and
conversations are increasingly shaped by His priorities rather than our own comfort.



Verses 16—17

Because of Christ, Paul no longer evaluated people according to merely human
standards. The Corinthians’ culture valued appearance, status, eloquence, wealth, and
influence. Paul had learned that those standards could not reveal what God was able to
do in someone’s heart.

This does not mean believers ignore wisdom or pretend that behavior does not matter. It
means we refuse to define people only by their reputation, background, failures,
achievements, personality, social status, or present spiritual condition.

God can make anyone new through Christ.

A new creation is not simply a slightly improved version of the old self. Through Christ,
believers receive a new identity, a new relationship with God, and a new direction for life.
This transformation begins at conversion and continues as the Holy Spirit makes us
increasingly like Jesus.

New creation does not mean immediate perfection. It means that our past no longer has
the final word, sin is no longer our rightful master, and Christ is actively making us new.

Guide Discussion

You do not need to cover every question. Use the questions that best help your group
engage with the passage. I do encourage you to use the Reflective question to provide
more engagement from your Life Group.

1. Good for Students: According to verses 14—15, what did Christ do, and how
should His death and resurrection change the way believers live?

2. Discuss: What is the difference between being motivated by Christ’s love and
being motivated primarily by guilt, fear, pressure, or the desire to impress
others?

3. Deeper Dive: What does it practically mean to “no longer live for ourselves”
without assuming that every Christian’s life or calling will look the same?

4. Life Group Connection: How can a Life Group help people live from their new
identity in Christ rather than continually defining themselves by their past

failures?

5. Reflective — Index Card: In what area of your life are you most tempted to
live primarily for yourself? What might Christ’s love compel you to do
differently?



Teaching Insight

The Teaching Insight is intended to help you identify and emphasize the main truth of
the passage. Consider using it as a brief summary after discussion or a way to clarify the
lesson's central message if your group gets off track.

Say

“The Christian life is not sustained by guilt or pressure. Christ’s love becomes our
motivation, and His death and resurrection give our lives a new purpose. Because we
belong to Him, we no longer have to be controlled by our old identity, our past, or the
pursuit of our own comfort.”

Transition to Passage 2:

“Christ’s love does more than change how we live for ourselves. It changes
how we see the people around us. Paul now explains that those who have
been made new and reconciled to God are entrusted with a mission.”

Passage 2 - 2 Corinthians 5:18-21

READ THE PASSAGE - Have volunteers read 2 Corinthians 5:18-21.

[18] All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and gave us the
ministry of reconciliation,;

[19] that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their
trespasses against them, and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation.

[20] Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal through us. We
implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

[21] For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God. (ESV)

Commentary

Verses 18—19
Paul begins with the words:
“All is from God.”

Reconciliation is God’s idea, God’s initiative, and God’s work. Humanity did not
persuade a reluctant God to show mercy. God acted through Christ to restore sinners to
Himself.



To reconcile means to restore a relationship that has been broken by hostility or
separation. Sin made us God’s enemies, but through Christ, God provided the only way
for peace with Him to be restored.

God does not count the sins of believers against them because Christ bore their
judgment. This does not mean that God overlooks evil or acts as though sin does not
matter. At the cross, God dealt fully and justly with sin while extending forgiveness to
everyone who trusts in Jesus.

God then entrusts reconciled people with the ministry and message of reconciliation.
Every Christian does not have the same gifts, personality, or opportunities, but every
Christian participates in making Christ known.

Verse 20

Paul calls believers “ambassadors for Christ.” An ambassador is an authorized
representative who carries the message of another authority.

The phrase “God is making His appeal through us” should give believers both
confidence and humility. We have confidence because the gospel does not depend upon
our cleverness or personality. We have humility because the message belongs to God, not
us.

A faithful ambassador does not alter the King’s message to avoid discomfort. Neither
does a faithful ambassador deliver it with arrogance, hostility, manipulation, or
disregard for the people receiving it. We speak truthfully, lovingly, patiently, and
urgently because the message concerns reconciliation with God.

Paul’s appeal is direct:
“Be reconciled to God.”

The church cannot reconcile someone to God through its own power. Our assignment is
to represent Christ faithfully, proclaim what God has done, and invite people to respond
with repentance and faith.

Verse 21
Verse 21 explains how reconciliation is possible.

Jesus “did not know sin.” He was completely righteous and innocent. Yet on the cross,
He willingly took our place and bore the judgment belonging to sinners.

Those who trust in Christ receive what they could never earn: “the righteousness of God
in Him.” Our acceptance before God rests not upon our performance but upon Jesus’
finished work.



This keeps our ambassadorship from becoming moral superiority. We are not righteous
people announcing that everyone else should become more like us. We are forgiven
sinners announcing that reconciliation is available through Jesus.

@ Consider This -
Optional illustration to reinforce the passage.

Olympic runner Louis Zamperini survived a plane crash, 47 days at sea, and brutal treatment in
Japanese prison camps during World War Il. After returning home, trauma and bitterness nearly
destroyed his life, until he surrendered himself to Christ.

Zamperini later returned to Japan and met with several of his former guards. He did not return as a
prisoner seeking revenge, but as an ambassador for Christ, carrying a message of forgiveness
and reconciliation. He told the men who had harmed him that because Christ had forgiven him, he
could forgive them. Zamperini represented Christ not only through the message he spoke, but
through the grace and forgiveness he displayed.

That connects especially well with Paul’s words:

“We are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making His appeal through us.”

Guide Discussion

1. Good for Students: What actions does God take in verses 18 -21, and what
responsibility does He entrust to believers?

2. Discuss: What can make a Christian’s message difficult to hear, even when the
words themselves are true?

3. Deeper Dive: How does verse 21 explain both the seriousness of sin and the
greatness of God’s grace?

4. Life Group Connection: How can a Life Group encourage one another to share the
gospel without creating a culture of guilt, comparison, or performance?

5. % Reflective — Index Card: Who has God already placed within your ordinary
life who may need to experience Christ’s love and hear His message of
reconciliation? What may be your next faithful step toward that person?

Teaching Insight

Say:
“We do not represent Christ because we have superior lives or all the right answers. We
represent Him because God has reconciled us to Himself, made us new, and entrusted us



with His message. Our calling is to communicate that message with the same truth,
grace, love, and urgency we see in Jesus.”

Transition into Application Exercise:

“Paul’s words make this calling personal. God has placed each of us among
particular family members, friends, neighbors, classmates, and coworkers. Let’s
consider one person we can begin intentionally praying for and moving toward.”

Application Exercise (5-7 min)

One Person, One Prayer, One Step

Time: 5-7 minutes
Supplies: Index cards and pens, available in the resource cart

Instructions

Write the following three headings on an index card:

1. One Person

Write the name of one person in your regular rhythm of life who may not yet be
reconciled to God through Christ.

Consider:

A family member

A friend

A neighbor

A coworker

A classmate

Another parent

Someone you regularly encounter

2. One Prayer
Write one specific way you will pray for that person this week.
Examples:

e That God would make them receptive to the gospel
e That God would reveal their need for Him
e That they would experience Christ’s love through you
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e That God would create a natural opportunity for a spiritual conversation
e That He would give you courage, wisdom, humility, and genuine love

3. One Step
Identify one faithful step you can take during the coming week.
Examples:

Begin a genuine conversation

Ask how you can pray for them

Invite them to coffee or a meal

Listen carefully to something happening in their life
Share part of your testimony

Invite them to church or Life Group

Explain the gospel when an opportunity arises
Follow up on a previous spiritual conversation

Discuss

e Why did this person come to mind?

e What could help you approach them with genuine love rather than treating them

like a project?
e Which next step feels both faithful and appropriate?
e How can this Life Group pray for and encourage you?

Transition into Pray Through the Passage:

“We cannot change anyone’s heart, manufacture a spiritual opportunity, or
reconcile another person to God through our own ability. But God has chosen
to make His appeal through ordinary believers who depend upon Him. Let’s
pray through this passage and ask Him to make us faithful representatives of
Christ.”

Pray Through the Passage (10 min)

Led by the Prayer Champion:

Read the verse/passage, then read the prayer prompt out loud. Allow a few
moments between prompts for reflection and prayer. Encourage members to
personalize each prayer by filling in the blank with their own response.
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Prompt 1 - Adoration (have people pray this prompt out loud)

2 Corinthians 5:18 - All this is from God, who through Christ reconciled us to himself and
gave us the ministry of reconciliation;

e Praise God for being gracious, the One who took the initiative to reconcile
sinners to Himself through Christ.

Prompt 2 - Confession (can be silent)

2 Corinthians 5:15-16 - and he died for all, that those who live might no longer live for
themselves but for him who for their sake died and was raised. From now on, therefore,
we regard no one according to the flesh. Even though we once regarded Christ according
to the flesh, we regard him thus no longer. (ESV)

e Confess any ways your words, attitudes, or actions have failed to represent
Christ faithfully to others.

Prompt 3 - Gratitude (have people pray this prompt out loud)

2 Corinthians 5:17—-18 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old
has passed away; behold, the new has come. All this is from God, who through Christ
reconciled us to himself and gave us the ministry of reconciliation; (ESV)

e Jesus, thank You for reconciling me to God and making me new, specifically
in this area:

Prompt 4 - Response/Obedience (have people pray this prompt out loud)

2 Corinthians 5:20 - Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (ESV)

e Lord, help me represent You faithfully to by
this week.

End the prayer prompt time and transition to the next section:
Prayer Requests, Praises, and Follow-Up

1. Take a few minutes to ask the group for updates from the previous week’s prayer
requests. Encourage the group to celebrate answered prayers.

2. Next, identify specific needs that can be prayed for throughout this coming week.
Encourage members to be vulnerable and open in their needs so members can
better and more fully support each other in prayer and in tangible ways.
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3. Record requests and praises, share them with the group during the week, and
follow up on them at the next gathering.

Transition into Conclusion:

“God could have chosen any method to announce His message of
reconciliation, but He has chosen to work through people who have
experienced His grace. As we leave, remember that we do not represent
ourselves. We represent the Christ who loved us, died for us, rose again, and
made us new.”

Conclusion (5 min)

Scan or click the QR code and share the link in your Life Group’s
group chat (e.g. GroupMe, text or email thread, etc.) so they can
see This Week’s Challenge. Encourage your group to keep these
questions in mind, review/memorize the Key Verse during the
week, and engage in the Year of Prayer reading plan this week.

Final Takeaway
After discussion concludes, read the takeaway statement:

Christ’s love gives our lives a new purpose. God has reconciled us to
Himself, made us new through Christ, and sent us to represent Him.
We carry His message not with superiority or pressure, but with
truth, humility, love, and confidence in the gospel.

This Week’s Challenge

Respond - What will I do this week?

Pray daily for the person identified during the application exercise and take the specific
next step you wrote on your card.

Remember: success is not measured by whether that person immediately responds in the
way you hope. Faithfulness means obeying God, loving the person genuinely,
representing Christ accurately, and trusting the Holy Spirit with the results.
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Reflect - What is God showing me?

e Is Christ’s love, or are guilt and pressure, my primary motivation for sharing my
faith?

Where am I still living mainly for myself?

Do I view anyone as beyond the reach of God’s transforming grace?

What does my life currently communicate about the character of Christ?

Am I willing to speak about Jesus when God provides an opportunity?

Do I treat people as individuals to love or merely as projects to complete?

Review - How will I keep God’s Word before me?

Review this week's Key Verse each day and ask God to use it to shape your heart and
actions throughout the week.

2 Corinthians 5:20 - Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, God making his appeal
through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. (ESV)

Ask God to help you represent Jesus faithfully wherever He sends you.

Read - How will I prepare for next week?

This week's reading is 2 Cor 9-13. You can access the Year of Prayer reading plan here.

Prayer

Either pray something like the guide below, or invite someone in the group to close in
prayer.

God, we praise You because You are gracious, merciful, and willing to reconcile
sinners to Yourself. Thank You for sending Jesus to bear our sin and give us His
righteousness. Thank You for making us new and giving our lives a purpose beyond
ourselves. Forgive us for remaining silent out of fear, approaching others without
love, or living as though we represent only ourselves. Let the love of Christ compel
us. Help us see people through the eyes of grace and represent Jesus with truth,
humility, courage, and compassion. Open doors for meaningful conversations, and
use our lives and words to make Your appeal known. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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https://storage2.snappages.site/PW37QJ/assets/files/Year-of-Prayer-Print-Out.pdf
https://storage2.snappages.site/PW37QJ/assets/files/Year-of-Prayer-Print-Out.pdf

