
Asbury Articles

New Newsletter System!
We are testing out a new e-mail newsletter system and we need YOUR help!

If you received this issue of the Asbury Articles to more than one email address,
please contact the church office and let them know which email address you
would like us to use for future contact!

Livestream via our Website!
We have moved our livestream focus from our YouTube channel to our website.

There is still a chatroom feature (when logged into your account - the same as
the app account!) that we will monitor, just as we did on YouTube. Join us in
the new livestream space this Sunday!

Virtual Early Response Team (ERT) Training
THIS weekend

https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/mailto:office@asburylive.org
https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/https://www.asburylive.org/media/live
https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/https://https://www.asburylive.org/media/live


Saturday, November 5th & Sunday, November 6th | 1pm-5pm

Cost: $15 per person for ERT class. $41 for Safe Gatherings online background
check and Abuse Prevention Training (to be paid on the Safe Gatherings website)
Instructor: Leslie Carmichael
Training includes: ERT training manual, ID badge, lanyard and t-shirt

The Mission of an Early Response Team (ERT) is to provide a caring Christian
presence in the aftermath of a disaster. The team is not a “first response” group;
nor is it a recovery, rebuild or repair team. It is assigned various tasks; usually
relating to safety, mitigation of further damage to property, and cleanup tasks to
assist the homeowner in preparation for rebuild. Register here!

Celebration of Life
Elaine Bosserman

Saturday, November 12th at 3pm

Reception to follow

Do You Shop on Amazon?
If you shop on Amazon, there is an EASY way to turn that into extra money for
Asbury!

By signing up on AmazonSmile, and choosing Asbury United Methodist Church
as your charity, Asbury will receive 0.5% of the value of your eligible Amazon
purchases, or 50¢ for every $100. It’s not a lot, but it does add up.

Content and prices on AmazonSmile are identical to Amazon and use the same
ID and password. You can check the AmazonSmile About page for program
details and how to use it on your particular device. Consider doing this before
you start your Christmas shopping.

For additional information, talk to Jim Hammer, Dick Crawford or Jean Braun.

https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/https://calnev-reg.brtapp.com/EarlyResponseTraining1122
https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/https://smile.amazon.com/
https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/https://smile.amazon.com/charity/smile/about


Pastor Kathy at Jurisdictional Conference
This Week
This week, I am in Salt Lake City at the Western Jurisdictional Conference of the
United Methodist Church. This is the Conference that was supposed to be held in
July 2020 and due to the COVID pandemic is finally being held in November of
2022!

The livestream link for the Conference can be found on the agenda page. You are
welcome to sign on and check out the proceedings.

The Western Jurisdiction encompasses the eight westernmost regional
conferences of the United States, including United Methodist churches in Alaska,
Arizona, California, Colorado, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Utah,
Washington, Wyoming, Guam, and other territory in the Pacific region. Twenty
clergy and Laity (10 of each) plus alternates were elected by the California-
Nevada Annual Conference in 2019 to represent all the people called United
Methodist in the California-Nevada Annual Conference at this Jurisdictional
Conference.

Our time together is spent in worship, electing three persons to serve as Bishops
in our Western Annual Conferences as well as electing people to Jurisdictional
and General (world) committees to help us execute the work of the United
Methodist church in the West and around the world. The bios of the current
candidates for the Episcopacy may be found here.

I hope you will hold us all in prayer as we go about this important work. I hope to
make it back in time for our All-Saint’s Service this Sunday, November 6—I have
a ticket for one of the last flights out of Salt Lake on Saturday night.

Our church is in an unusual situation in that Alaina Harrison, our Communication
Specialist who works remotely, is also a clergy delegate to her Jurisdictional
Conference which is the Southeast Jurisdiction. They will be meeting at the same
time, different location than us (All the Jurisdictional Conferences meet at the
same time). So, I invite you to hold all of us in prayer.

Blessings,

https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/
https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/wjc2022-agenda/
https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/https://westernjurisdictionumc.org/episcopal-candidates/


Pastor Kathy

News from the California-Nevada Conference
Many questions have been raised about the complaints brought against Bishop
Minerva Carcaño, resident bishop of the California-Nevada Annual Conference,
for violating the sacred trust of ordained ministry. The Western Jurisdiction began
a process of responding to complaints on March 9, 2022.    

What are the complaints about?
The complaint process maintains a high degree of confidentiality. Everyone
involved in any way with a complaint process is pledged to confidentiality. The
church cannot and will not share the identity of a person filing a complaint or the
contents of the complaint. However, when a complaint is received, the process* 
is as follows:

1. Complaints are received and the respondent is notified

2. A supervisory response team is formed to seek a just resolution between
parties;

3. If no just resolution is possible, the complaint is sent to a counsel for the
church (an ordained clergy person) who drafts a judicial complaint and
forwards it on to the Committee on Investigation (COI);

4. The COI investigates the alleged violations of church law and determines
whether or not there are reasonable grounds to refer a bill of charges and
specifications to trial under provisions in United Methodist Church
discipline.

a.If the COI does not find reasonable grounds, the complaint can be
referred back for administrative action or seek a just resolution

b.  If the COI finds that there are reasonable grounds, the charge(s) move
to a church trial. Depending on the outcome of a trial, the respondent has
the right to appeal

At every step of the process, a just resolution is always possible.

A person under complaint is rarely suspended from active ministry.  No bishop
has ever been placed on suspension to our knowledge.  Why was it used in this
case?  
Suspension in The United Methodist Church is neither punitive nor a judgment of
guilt. It is used to protect from harm those who filed a complaint, the respondent,
and/or the church. Under suspension, one cannot exercise one’s office. However,
housing, salary, and other benefits continue.

Why has the suspension been so long?
An initial suspension was put in place by the Western Jurisdiction College of
Bishops and the WJ Committee on the Episcopacy (¶413.3a). This had a 60-day
limit. However, a new suspension was put in place at the request of the Counsel
for the Church (¶2704.1c). After deliberation, the Committee on Investigation
recommended further suspension, which the Committee on Episcopacy
implemented after their own deliberation. When an appeal was sent to the
Judicial Council in May, all processes related to the complaint—including the
suspension—were put on hold until the Judicial Council ruling last week.

What happens now?



Now that the Judicial Council has ruled that they have no jurisdiction in this case,
the Committee on Investigation will begin its work. Additionally, since Bishop
Carcaño is still a bishop in good standing, the Committee on Episcopacy will
assign her to an episcopal area during the Jurisdictional Conference.  She will
remain on suspension for the time being, while the judicial process takes its
course.

In all things, we pray that a just resolution is possible. We ask for your continued
prayers for Bishop Carcaño and all those involved in the complaint process, as
well as prayers for the people of the California-Nevada Annual Conference and
for ministries across the church that look to her as a beloved, trusted, prophetic
and faithful leader.

Thank You!
Dear Pastors and Congregation,

On behalf of the Board and Staff of Fertile GroundWorks, we would like to thank
you for all you do to make the garden the success it is.

We had a wonderful response to our Summer Garden Parties and a wonderful
end-of-summer party on October 1, 2022.

Thanks for making the facilities available for this fun event. With heartfelt
gratitude and sincere appreciation.

Brenda Kusler, Barbara Kraybill

Fertile GroundWorks

Tiny Homes: October Event Update
The Tiny Homes Task Force recently hosted their second educational event to
share with the congregation and Church Council what we’ve been learning. One
thing we’ve learned from several sources is this: providing a safe shelter, coupled
with supportive social services, is by far the most effective way of assisting the
chronically unsheltered. This may be common sense, but it is also backed up by
extensive research and practice.

If we decide to build tiny homes, La Familia (a local social service agency) is
interested in partnering with us to provide that support. Jason Toro, Chief
Program Officer of La Familia, came to talk about his agency and their services.

Basically, La Familia would work with a resident to determine what he or she
needs and prioritize those needs. Then the La Familia team would begin to meet
those needs and to connect the resident to other organizations who could meet
them. It might be as straight-forward as getting a driver’s license or as complex
as getting treatment from the Veteran’s Association for PTSD (post-traumatic
stress disorder). The team of people available would include a case
manager/supervisor, a substance use counsellor (if needed), and a peer support
specialist with “lived experience.” This third team member is particularly helpful



because they have gone through what the resident is going through, they’ve
walked in their shoes.

There followed a time of questions and answers from the very detailed to the
more general. The overall theme was this: If Asbury and the Conference decide to
build tiny homes for unsheltered folks, La Familia would be dedicated to
improving the health and well-being of the residents, using their extensive
expertise and creativity to resolve whatever issues may arise and foster the
growth of a community.

The next educational event will be in December.

Asbury Masking Policy
Alameda County is following the CDC guidelines for masking. When community
transmission is low, masking indoors may be optional. When community
transmission is medium or high, masking indoors is strongly recommended.
Asbury will follow the CDC guidelines, and we support and encourage mask
wearing indoors, especially for those with underlying health conditions or who are
not fully vaccinated and boosted.

Sunday Prayer Requests
Please pray for the requests that were made during prayer time on Sunday.

If you would like to be on the email prayer chain, please contact the church
office.

RECURRING EVENTS

Every Sunday; 10am: Asbury worship service

Check out our small groups! Email the church office for more info,
including links for virtual groups.

NOVEMBER

Sat-Sun, Nov 5-6; 1-5pm: Virtual ERT Training

Sat, Nov 12; 3pm: Elaine Bosserman's Celebration of Life

https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/https://conta.cc/3yYQkgr
https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/mailto:office@asburylive.org
https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/https://www.asburylive.org/small-groups
https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/mailto:office@asburylive.org


Have questions?
Reply to this email or call the office at 925-447-1950.

Have an article, announcement, or event to submit?
Send them to the Alaina Harrison, our Communications Specialist, by 3pm on
Tuesdays.

Miss a newsletter or need to go back and re-read?
Check out the newsletter archive!

Asbury United Methodist Church
4743 East Avenue | Livermore, CA 94550

https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/mailto:alainah@asburylive.org
https://api.fluro.io/correspondence/6362e87a4f7a400025a606ca/clickthrough/https://www.asburylive.org/asbury-articles

