Small Group Guide: Mending Nets for the Next Generation
Opening Prayer & Icebreaker (10 minutes)
Icebreaker Question: Share a mentor, teacher, or youth leader who significantly impacted your life. What made them memorable?

Sermon Overview (5 minutes)
Reverend Young introduced the vision for youth ministry using the metaphor of "mending nets" from Matthew 4:21-23. Just as James and John prepared their fishing nets before Jesus called them to fish for people, we must repair and strengthen our approach to reaching young people. With only 117 hours of annual church contact time competing against 2,737 hours of digital media influence, every moment with youth must count.

Key Scripture
Matthew 4:21-23 - "Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus called them..."
Mark 10:14 - "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these."

Discussion Questions
Understanding the Vision (15 minutes)
1. The Time Reality Check: How did you react to learning that youth spend 2,737 hours annually on digital media versus only 117 hours in church? What does this reveal about the challenge we face?
2. Mending Nets: What does "mending nets" mean in the context of youth ministry? What old approaches might need repair in how we connect with young people?
3. Identity Crisis: Reverend Young emphasized that adolescents are in the "identity versus role confusion" stage. How does the world try to define their identity, and how should the church respond differently?
Personal Reflection (15 minutes)
4. Your Harvest: When you closed your eyes and imagined the future harvest of youth filling the church, what did you see? What emotions did that vision stir in you?
5. Preparation vs. Action: The fishermen prepared their nets before the catch came. What does this teach us about preparation in ministry? Are there areas where we're unprepared for what God wants to do?
6. The 117 Hours: If we only have 117 hours annually with young people, how should that change the way we approach youth events, Sunday school, or casual interactions with teens?
Application & Action (20 minutes)
7. Your Role: Reverend Young said, "I can't do all this by myself." What specific role could you play in youth ministry? (Examples: mentor, driver, event helper, prayer warrior, resource provider, etc.)
8. Healthy Relationships: The sermon emphasized the need for healthy relationships with youth. What barriers prevent adults from connecting with young people? How can we overcome them?
9. The Competition: Digital media, peer culture, and social media algorithms compete for young people's attention and identity formation. How can we create compelling, authentic Christian community that draws them in?
10. Boots on the Ground: Reverend Young mentioned having a "physical presence" at schools and in the community. What would this look like practically in your context?

Key Takeaways
✓ The Kingdom Belongs to Them - Jesus said children possess the kingdom of God; we must treat them accordingly
✓ Strategic Intentionality - With limited time, every interaction must count toward speaking identity and truth into their lives
✓ Repair Before Harvest - We must mend our approaches, relationships, and methods before the harvest comes
✓ All Hands on Deck - Youth ministry requires the entire church body, not just designated youth workers
✓ Speak Identity - Our primary mission is to tell young people who they are in Christ before the world defines them

Practical Action Steps
This Week:
· [ ] Pray daily for one specific young person by name
· [ ] Identify one skill or resource you can offer to youth ministry
· [ ] Reach out to encourage one young person (text, card, conversation)
This Month:
· [ ] Attend one youth event or activity
· [ ] Complete a volunteer application/background check for youth ministry
· [ ] Have a conversation with a parent about their child's gifts and challenges
This Quarter:
· [ ] Commit to becoming a mentor to one young person
· [ ] Participate in a youth ministry training or discipleship class
· [ ] Invite a family with teenagers to your home or to church

Prayer Focus (10 minutes)
Pray Together For:
1. The 319-Day Journey - Thank God for His timing in bringing Reverend Young to this ministry position
2. The Harvest - Pray for the young people who will fill the pews, for their families, and for salvations
3. Mentors & Volunteers - Ask God to raise up committed adults willing to invest in the next generation
4. Protection & Identity - Pray against the enemy's attempts to blind and confuse young people about their identity
5. Resources & Strategies - Ask for divine wisdom, provision, and creative approaches to reach youth
6. Parents Giving Up - Intercede for families in crisis and parents who feel hopeless about their children

Closing Challenge
Before next week, complete this sentence and share it with the group via text/email:
"I commit to mending nets by ___________________________."
Examples:
· "...attending every youth event for the next three months"
· "...mentoring one student this year"
· "...praying for five students by name every day"
· "...donating to youth ministry needs monthly"
· "...driving the van (yes, the van!)"

Additional Resources
· Sign up for youth ministry updates and volunteer opportunities
· Connect with Reverend Young about mentorship training
· Join the youth ministry prayer team
· Review the church calendar for upcoming youth events

Remember: The world is aggressively competing for the hearts and minds of young people. Our 117 hours must be intentional, anointed, and transformative. The kingdom of God belongs to them—let's treat them like the royalty they are!
Discussion Questions
How does the concept of the lamb slain before the foundations of the world change your perspective on God's preparedness for the challenges you face today?

In what ways are you intentionally mending your nets in preparation for the harvest God is bringing into your life and ministry?

Considering that young people spend only 117 hours per year in church versus over 2,700 hours on digital media, how can we maximize every moment to speak truth and identity into their lives?

What does it mean practically for you to treat young people as possessors of the kingdom of God, especially when they may not look, smell, or act like it?

How does the story of Jesus calling fishermen to launch out into the deep challenge you to trust God's direction even when it contradicts your professional expertise or experience?

What specific role can you play in being a healthy relationship or mentor for a young person who may be experiencing identity confusion or role confusion?

How does the reality that parents are giving up on their children affect your sense of urgency and responsibility toward youth ministry in your community?

In what ways might you be relying on old methods or strategies that need to be repaired in order to effectively reach the next generation?

What limitations have you placed on what God can do through the youth in your church, and how can you activate your faith to see beyond current circumstances?

How can you move from being a passive observer to having boots on the ground presence in schools and communities where young people are waiting for kingdom influence?
