Small Group Guide: Celebrating 38 Years & Preparing for Revival
Opening Prayer
Begin your time together by thanking God for His faithfulness to Compassionate Tabernacle over 38 years and asking Him to speak to your hearts during this study.

Icebreaker (10 minutes)
Reflection Question: Share when you joined Compassionate (or your current church) and one significant way the church has impacted your life.

Key Themes from the Sermon
1. God's Faithfulness Through Our Journey
· Started with 141 souls on January 24, 1988
· Moved from Poe Elementary to a permanent home in 1994
· Now has 44 different ministries serving the community
2. Present-Day Commitment
· Every member has gifts to use in service
· 100% participation goal in church-wide revival study
· Focus on being "hands and feet of Jesus"
3. Future Vision
· Preparing hearts for spiritual revival, not just physical expansion
· Eight-week study: "Anatomy of a Revived Church"
· Moving from decline to renewal through spiritual and organizational revival

Discussion Questions (30-40 minutes)
Reflecting on the Past
1. Sister Pittman mentioned that "when a group of ordinary Christians decide to reach for an extraordinary blessing, that's exactly the kind God promises." What extraordinary blessings have you witnessed in your church journey?
2. The church started with a bold mission despite uncertainty. What does it take for a church (or individual) to step out in faith when the outcome is unclear?
Examining the Present
3. There are currently 44 ministries at Compassionate. Are you currently serving in a ministry? If yes, how has it impacted your spiritual growth? If no, what might be holding you back?
4. First Peter 4:10 says, "Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others as faithful stewards of God's grace." What gifts has God given you that could be used to serve others?
5. The sermon emphasized that "a vision statement or a building does not bring revival—God brings revival and He uses us to carry on His mission." How can we avoid placing our confidence in programs or buildings rather than in God?
Preparing for the Future
6. The message warned that "tradition sometimes can stop us from growing to the next level." What traditions (personal or corporate) might be hindering spiritual growth in your life or church?
7. Mark 7:6-7 warns about honoring God with our lips while our hearts are far from Him. How can we guard against going through religious motions without genuine heart transformation?
8. The goal is 100% participation in the revival study. What barriers prevent people from fully engaging in church-wide initiatives? How can we overcome them?

Key Takeaways
1. God has been faithful for 38 years and will continue to be faithful as we move forward
2. Every member has a role to play in the spiritual health and mission of the church
3. Revival requires preparation through prayer, study, and honest self-assessment
4. We cannot turn around because God has brought us too far by faith
5. Personal responsibility and ownership are essential for church revival

Practical Applications (15-20 minutes)
This Week, I Will:
Individual Actions:
· [ ] Complete the pre-study survey for the "Anatomy of a Revived Church" study
· [ ] Pray daily for Compassionate's revival and renewal
· [ ] Read one chapter of the revival study book
· [ ] Identify one spiritual gift I have that could be used in service
Group/Ministry Actions:
· [ ] Join a small group if not already in one
· [ ] Contact a ministry leader about serving opportunities
· [ ] Invite someone to participate in the church-wide study
· [ ] Attend the April 25th leadership retreat (if applicable)
Heart Preparation:
· [ ] Ask God to reveal any traditions or attitudes that hinder my spiritual growth
· [ ] Reflect honestly on my current level of engagement in church life
· [ ] Commit to 100% participation in the revival journey

Reflection Exercise
Personal Assessment: On a scale of 1-10, rate yourself in these areas:
· My current level of service in the church: ____
· My engagement with church-wide initiatives: ____
· My openness to change and new directions: ____
· My commitment to personal spiritual growth: ____
Discussion: Share one area where you'd like to grow and one step you'll take this week.

Scripture Memory
Colossians 3:23-24 "Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart as working for the Lord, not for human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward because it is the Lord our Christ that you are serving."

Closing Prayer Points
· Thank God for His faithfulness over 38 years
· Pray for 100% participation in the revival study
· Ask God to reveal each person's role in the church's mission
· Pray for hearts to be prepared for what God wants to do next
· Ask for courage to let go of traditions that hinder growth
· Pray for the community Compassionate serves

Before Next Meeting
1. Read the assigned chapter from "Anatomy of a Revived Church"
2. Complete the resource guide questions
3. Reach out to one ministry leader about serving
4. Journal about one way you've seen God's faithfulness in your life

Leader Notes
· Encourage vulnerability and honesty about current engagement levels
· Celebrate what God has done while casting vision for what's ahead
· Help members identify specific, actionable next steps
· Follow up with anyone who commits to joining a ministry
· Keep the focus on God's work, not human effort alone

Discussion Questions
How has your church community shaped your spiritual journey, and what specific moments or relationships have had the most lasting impact on your faith?

Reverend Giles said that when he could no longer win souls for Christ, ministry was not for him. How does this challenge our understanding of what it means to be faithful in ministry?

The sermon emphasizes that no one can worship God for you. What does personal responsibility in worship and spiritual growth look like in your daily life?

Compassionate grew from 0 to 141 members in a single day. What does this rapid growth teach us about obedience to God's calling even when the outcome is uncertain?

Sister Pittman shared that the journey included hard and difficult times. How do we maintain faith and unity as a church body during seasons of struggle and uncertainty?

The church now has 44 different ministries. How can we ensure that ministry expansion serves God's mission rather than becoming just organizational activity?

Mark 7:6-7 warns against honoring God with our lips while our hearts are far from Him. In what ways might our traditions or comfort zones prevent genuine spiritual transformation?

First Peter 4:10 calls us to use our gifts to serve others as faithful stewards of God's grace. What gift has God given you that remains unused or underutilized in serving His kingdom?

The leadership emphasized 100 percent participation in the church-wide study. Why is collective spiritual growth important, and what happens when only some members engage in the journey?

As Compassionate looks toward revival and renewal, what does it mean for a church to be truly revived versus simply being busy or growing in numbers?
